
The Northern New England Chapter of the American Planning Association, in coordi-

nation with the Maine Association of Planners, will hold its 2012 Conference in Bruns-

wick, Maine. The theme for the conference is: Lead, Inspire, Innovate – How Planners 

Can Affect Political and Community Leadership. It is planned for October 4th and 5th at 

the Fort Andross Mill Complex on the Androscoggin River. 

The conference theme and the schedule of sessions currently under development 

strive to focus attention on ways planners can create positive change within commu-

nities through leadership and creativity. This includes working within and navigating 

through the often contentious political process that often times inhibits plan creation 

or undermines implementation. Conference program development coordinator Mark 

Lapping is developing session programming. If you have a session idea or would like 

to produce a session at the conference contact Mark at lapping@usm.maine.edu. 

The conference planning committee and its Chair Rich Roedner have secured a key-

note speaker. Robin Rather, the principal of Collective Strength, a research, planning 

and sustainability enterprise in Austin, TX, will deliver the keynote and specializes in 

pinpointing the “mindset of diverse community segments” and synthesizing planning 

priorities to achieve results. For more information about Ms. Rather look up her web-

site at www.collectivestrength.com. 

For planners interested in hotel accommodations in Brunswick, the planning commit-

tee secured special rates for planners at three downtown inns within walking distance 

of Fort Andross. The Captain Daniel Stone Inn (www.captaindanielstoneinn.com), The 

Inn at Brunswick Station (www.innatbrunswickstation.com) and The Brunswick Inn 

(www.brunswickbnb.com) have all set aside rooms for the conference so be sure to 

mention your connection to the event when booking. 

The conference planning committee continues its work organizing the event and so-

liciting sponsorships. If you want to contribute to the conference development or 

know of a potential sponsorship please email Rich Roedner at rroed-

ner@topshammaine.com. 
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NNECAPA Annual Conference - Call for Session Proposals 

We are seeking session ideas from you – ideas that you will be willing to help coordinate!  

 Do you have a project that was particularly successful in pulling together political and community interests?  

 Are you involved in a regional effort that is improving leadership?  

 Do you know of other planners that are involved in projects or efforts that would demonstrate innovation, in-

spiration or leadership?  

Contact Mark Lapping, Conference Program Development Coordinator, with your ideas and suggestions. He can be 

reached at lapping@usm.maine.edu  
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Happy early spring!  While this is technically the winter 

issue, we didn’t have that much of a traditional winter 

and so I am looking forward to more warm weather 

and focusing on spring and the coming months.   

While we were waiting for snow to play in and ponds to 

be safe to skate on, the political machine in Washing-

ton was “grinding” away on some critical legislation for 

our work, in a multi-year transportation funding au-

thorization,  and the Transportation, Housing and Ur-

ban Development and Related Agencies (THUD) 302(b) 

allocation for FY 2013.  This “THUD” authorization is 

where federal funding for transportation infrastructure, 

housing and CDBG comes from. 

In a letter, the APA along with the American Institute of 

Architects (AIA), and the American Society of Landscape 

Architects (ASLA) urged Congress to include four nec-

essary elements in pending transportation legislation to 

make it a successful catalyst for economic growth: 

 dedicated funding for mass transit; 

 federal support for multiple forms of transporta-

tion; 

 community planning empowerment; 

 certainty of secure funding. 

In the open letter to Congress, the heads of the three 

organizations said that these four attributes were 

needed "to create a 21st Century transportation net-

work that not only promotes mobility, but also helps to 

create and connect thriving communities."  In legisla-

tion now pending before the House and the Senate 

these core elements are either threatened or non-

existent, the groups said. 

"A healthy transportation system is about more than 

just roads and rails: thousands of communities across 

the country have used programs like Transportation 

Enhancements and Safe Routes to Schools to integrate 

active transportation into the fabric of their communi-

ties, protect the safety of all transportation users and 

address some of the environmental impacts of trans-

portation networks," the letter states. "Moreover, these 

programs help communities create jobs, often with a 

smaller initial investment than other infrastructure pro-

grams. For more than 20 years a pillar of federal trans-

portation policy has been support for a range of trans-

portation modes. 

The letter further states: "The best way the federal gov-

ernment can support state and local transportation pol-

icy is by being a reliable partner. This can be achieved 

only through providing stability in the program through 

a longer reauthorization and stable sources of funding."  

"We shouldn't go backward with a new transportation 

bill,"  

If you’d like more information, here is the link to the 

letter I signed NNECAPA onto a few weeks ago:  

https://nlihc.wufoo.com/forms/thud-302b-signon-

letter/#public 

As far as the traditional 5-year transportation authori-

zation, the House passed a transportation funding bill 

that would have nearly wiped out transit funding.  It did 

not even get to the floor for a vote.   The Senate fortu-

nately passed a bipartisan two-year $100 billion bill 

known as “MAP-21”.   

As I write this, a final bill had not passed the House.  

Ongoing construction projects are vulnerable in that 

without continued funding authorization, work may 

have to stop. 

APA National Conference in Los Angeles April 15-17th 

We are only a month away from APA’s annual national 

conference, being held this year in downtown Los An-

geles.  If you haven’t already, there is still time to regis-

ter.  The big news for Northern New England, and 

Maine especially, is that we have a nomination to the 

College of Fellows:  We found out in late February that 

NNECAPA’s nomination of Alexander Jaegerman AICP, 

Portland Maine’s long-time Director of Planning, has 

been accepted into the FAICP College of Fellows.  

Along with AICP President Anna Breinich (Planning Di-

rector in Brunswick Maine!) we hope you can join us in 

Los Angeles for Alex’s induction ceremony and celebra-

tion. 

Have a great spring everyone! 

 

 

 

 

 

Carl F. Eppich, AICP 

NNECAPA President 
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By Ben Frost, Professional Development  

Officer  

CONGRATULATIONS TO NEW AICP MEMBERS! 

 Jennifer Czysz, AICP, Nashua Regional Planning 

Commission, Nashua, New Hampshire 

 Alison Low, AICP, Northeast Vermont Development 

Association, Saint Johnsbury, Vermont 

 Carla Nixon, AICP, Town of Cumberland, Maine 
 

CM REPORTING GRACE PERIOD 

For those of you AICP members who are in the recently 

completed reporting period and who haven’t met your 

32 hours, all is not lost!  There is an additional “grace 

period” to earn and file your necessary credits.  This 

grace period will end on April 30, 2012.  See below 

for information on how to earn free credits, including 

law and ethics.   

 

What Happens after the April 30th CM Grace Period 

deadline?  If you fail to meet the requirement (32 CM 

credits, including 1.5 Law and 1.5 Ethics) by the end of 

the grace period (April 30, 2012) your AICP member-

ship will lapse as of January 1, 2012 and you will have 

to complete a reinstatement process to regain the use 

of the AICP credential. To learn more about the rein-

statement process, visit: www.planning.org/aicp/

reinstatement.htm.  

 

TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

Find a listing of free training sessions offered by APA 

as distance education products at www.planning.org/

cm/free.  There are over 30 hours of free training avail-

able.  Programs include “Social Media for Planners,” a 

guide to promoting citizen participation in planning 

and encourage the public to use planning resources 

through social media.   

 

Free Webinars 

NNECAPA has again joined with many other chapters 

and divisions to provide a series of informative and free 

webinars.  You can earn all of your required CM credits 

from wherever you are!  You can see the full listing of 
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2012 programs on the Utah APA website at 

http://www.utah-apa.org/webcasts.  Past webcasts can 

be accessed here: http://www.utah-apa.org/webcast-

archive.  Some are available for CM Distance Education 

credit, including a couple of ethics and law sessions.   

Upcoming Webinars 

April 13 - Co-hosted by Connecticut Chapter and New 

Jersey Chapter - Opportunities in Complete Streets 

and Green Infrastructure - This session is 2 hours and 

will be available for 2 CM credits. CM Pending 

April 20 - Transportation Division - Genentech - Your 

Commute Just Became Easier - CM Approved 

April 27 - Economic Development Division - Preserving 

Affordable Housing in a Transit Corridor - CM Ap-

proved 

May 4 - Ohio Chapter - The New Markets Model: 

Making a Case for Healthy Retail Strategies - Intro-

ductory - CM Approved 

May 11 - Ohio Chapter - Understanding Urban Goods 

Movements - Introductory - CM Approved 

May 18 - Wisconsin Chapter - Using GIS/Geodesign 

for Farmland Preservation - Advanced - CM Pending 

June 1 - Ohio Chapter - 1-70 Corridor - Dedicated 

Truck Lane Feasibility Study - 

June 8 - Private Practice Division - Federal Tools for 

Aging and Livable Communities - Introductory 

June 29 - Iowa Chapter - City of Des Moines' 

Neighborhood Revitalization Program 
 

Check out the webcasts on social media:  

Facebook –  www.facebook.com/pages/Planning-

Webcast-Series/274203962600243 

Twitter – @planningwebcast 

REVAMPED APA’S ONLINE CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

In order to develop a more user-friendly Calendar of 

Events, APA has utilized feedback and suggestions from 

AICP membership (including inquires sent to customer 

 Professional Development Updates 
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Congratulations to Alex Jaegerman for his nomination to the FAICP College of 

Fellows! 

Here are some excerpts from the nomination letter written by Carl Eppich, NNECAPA President. 

“As Planning Division Director for thirty years for Portland, Maine, our state’s largest city, Alex has been and remains 

in the unique position to execute a vision for the City, and now a region, many believed not possible.  Like a quiet 

unbecoming maestro, Alex orchestrates a carefully integrated community development strategy built on an assets-

based approach, and confirmed and refined with public participation.  He works with a careful eye to seize upon local 

opportunities and to recognize national trends that complement the vision.  There have been no silver bullets to 

Portland’s and Alex’s success.  But where others had seen dilapidated, old, or obsolete buildings and substandard 

housing and razed it, Alex has seen historic assets to build on the old port city’s character of place.  Where 30 years 

ago many looked at the sinking wharfs and industrial blight along a not-so-working waterfront as an opportunity for 

a festival marketplace, Alex worked with the existing community to codify a balance that exists to this day, allowing 

continuance of a small scale fishing tradition, while accommodating harbor-based tourism, marine-dependent indus-

tries, and drawing some of the best restaurateurs to a relatively small metropolitan enclave.  In Alex’s Portland, a 

seemingly evacuated downtown and an abandoned industrial railyard become an innovative arts and creative econ-

omy magnet and an urban greenway respectively.  Alex’s process is of sustained vision, principled community partici-

pation, and deep commitment to patience and persistence. 

Over the last four years I have probably worked weekly with Alex on Portland’s PACTS funded planning studies and 

as a frequent volunteer contributor to many of the regional committees I staff.  This includes Destination Tomorrow, 

the 2010 Portland Area Comprehensive Transportation System’s (“PACTS”), Portland’s MPO I work for, Regional Long

-range Transportation Plan update, and the multi-year regional Gorham East-West Corridor Feasibility Study.  

Through working alongside Alex on so many projects in such a short period, I have first-hand knowledge of his con-

tributions in the profession.  Additionally I have benefited from his sharing of knowledge and experience many times 

and consider him a mentor to learn from, and build confidence with.  That said I am a relative newcomer to the City 

and the Greater Portland region.  I was drawn here by Portland’s quality of place and of life nine years ago, substan-

tially attributable to the 30 years of accomplishment and the legacy of Alex’s work.” 

In April, Alex will be inducted at the American Planning Association's [APA] National Conference being held in down-

town Los Angeles.   

A HUGE congratulations to Alex for this recognition for his 30+ years of professional and citizen contributions to the 

Portland community! 
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Plan now to attend the National Rural Transportation 

Conference, April 25 – 27 in Burlington, Vermont. 

As the nation’s only annual event focused on rural and 

small metropolitan transportation planning, peer train-

ing and networking events at the National Rural Trans-

portation Conference will cover multimodal transporta-

tion issues including economic development, sustain-

able development, transit, freight, safety, public out-

reach, and many other topics.   Registration is available 

online.  Click here to make your hotel reservation.  View 

a detailed agenda with session descriptions here (PDF). 

Conference highlights will include: 

 Keynote address by FHWA Deputy Administrator 

Greg Nadeau 

 In-depth update on federal transportation policy 

 Several mobile workshop training sessions that 

will allow attendees to take advantage of the confer-

ence setting to learn about transportation operations 

and planning practice ; workshops will include 

 Vermont's National Scenic Byways Program Tour 

 Church Street Marketplace Walking Tour 

 Magic Hat Brewing Company Tour 

 Heritage Aviation, Burlington International Airport 

U.S. Customs Tour 

 Vermont Rail Systems Hub & Transload Tour 

 Burlington Bike Path and Island Line Trial Tour  

  Sessions and facilitated discussions offering ap-

plicable information from expert practitioners, designed 

for an audience rural and small metro transportation 

communities, regional planning organizations, EDDs, 

planning commission board members, state DOT plan-

ners, and other partners 

AICP CM credits may be available for all training ses-

sions 

 

National Rural Transportation Conference to Occur in VT April ‘12 

Conference sponsors include: Appalachian Regional 

Commission, Association of MPOs, Chittenden County 

Regional Planning Commission (VT), Development Dis-

trict Association of Appalachia, Federal Highway Ad-

ministration, Federal Transit Administration, Mid-East 

Commission (NC), National Association of Development 

Organizations (NADO) and NADO’s RPO America, 

Northwest Regional Planning Commission (VT), Parsons 

Brinkerhoff, Resource Systems Group, Stantec, Two Riv-

ers-Ottauquechee Regional Commission (VT), University 

of Vermont’s Transportation Research Center, and Ver-

mont Association of Planning and Development Agen-

cies. 

For more information, contact NADO Associate Director 

Carrie Kissel at ckissel@nado.org or 202.624.8829.   

Photo by Lee Krohn 
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Vermont 

By Jim Donovan, VT State Director 

Voters approved the White River Junction Tax Incre-

ment Financing (TIF) District in the Town of Hart-

ford, the forth one in Vermont.  This is the culmination 

of five years of work to establish another financing 

tool for public infrastructure.  This public investment 

encourages private investment which increases prop-

erty values, generating new tax revenue that is used to 

pay on the debt for the public infrastructure.    See 

attached graphic by Jen Vaughn, a graduate of the 

Center For Cartoon Studies, located in White River 

Junction. Burlington’s TIF District passed as well. 

Morristown recently made sweeping changes to its 

Central Business District zoning.  The changes elimi-

nated a mandatory minimum parking requirement for 

residential uses in downtown Morrisville, while also 

greatly reducing the minimum lot size and the mini-

mum lot area per residential unit.  These changes have 

resulted in the parcels that make up downtown Mor-

risville going from over 70% nonconforming to less 

than 10% nonconforming, while also making some 

smaller parcels, that are either undeveloped or under-

utilized, buildable again.  To ensure that what is devel-

oped on these now buildable parcels meshes with the 

historic building fabric that exists in the downtown, 

the new CB zoning includes some basic form require-

ments.  A couple of simple examples of the form 

based requirements in our hybrid, but largely use-

based, CB zoning code is mandatory build-to-sidewalk 

requirement for new buildings, a minimum building 

height of 25 feet and a prohibition on creating parking 

between a building and the sidewalk. 

Since these zoning changes were enacted, the town 

has issued new permits for residential units in the 

downtown for the first time in approximately two dec-

 

State Grapevines        

ades.  These permits have all been for new apartments 

on the second and third floors of downtown buildings 

above existing storefronts.  It is the town’s hope that 

these new residential units, along with the many more 

to come, will bring about a wave of new development 

and reinvestment in downtown Morrisville, in a 

method that is green (takes advantage of existing in-

frastructure), holistic (infill development) and based on 

smart growth principles.  
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service), feedback from the most recent member survey, and suggestions from members . One area where particular 

focus was given was the ability to navigate and search for professional training with ease. APA’s main goal was to 

reduce the amount of time members are required to spend on the website in order to log their CM credits.   

 

Some of these new features of include: 

 Ability to search for law and ethics training 

 Ability to search for FREE training opportunities, from all registered providers 

 Search training by state as well as by region 

Record your CM credits with ease (no more pop up boxes!) 

Check out the new calendar of events: www.planning.org/cm/search/ 

 

GET CM CREDIT FOR YOUR EVENT! 

For the past year, NNECAPA has been helping other organizations seek Certification Maintenance credits for their 

planning-related seminars, conferences, and workshops.  This includes our three states’ planning associations (VPA, 

NHPA, and MAP).  For us to consider providing this service, a NNECAPA member must be substantially involved in 

the planning and organization of the event.  Remember that CM approval can take up to three weeks, so plan ahead.  

For more information on the CM credit approval process, contact me at bfrost@nhhfa.org.   

 Professional Development Updates         (Continued from Page 3) 

http://www.planning.org/cm/search/
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By David Brooks, NH Legislative Liaison 

The 2012 NH Legislative Session is in full swing with numerous planning-related bills under consideration, many of 

which are not particularly friendly to planning. Thus far, many of the bills actively opposed by the NH Planners Asso-

ciation have been voted down in committee. 

Among the bills deemed Inexpedient to Legislate: 

HB1561 sought to discontinue the state’s Regional Planning Commissions without providing any mechanism to re-

place the existing functions already performed by the RPCs.  

HB1222 sought to alter the permitting fees relative to the Shoreland Water Quality Protection Act (formerly Compre-

hensive Shoreland Protection Act) potentially resulting in significant decrease in annual fees and necessitating the 

layoff of 2 of the 5 program personnel.  

HB1525 proposed to repeal the wetlands and shoreland dedicated review funds, which would have diverted applica-

tion fees to the state’s general fund thereby further politicizing the continuance of the programs each year. 

HB1515 would have required that land use change tax revenues be recognized as general fund revenues and prohib-

ited communities from placing those revenues into a dedicated conservation fund.  

HB1540 would have prohibited a community from selling or granting a conservation easement on land owned by the 

municipality to any non-profit organization. 

HB1586 would have required the governing body to hold two public hearings prior to acquisition of land or any lesser right 

for conservation purposes. The bill also allowed a petition of 50 voters to place such acquisitions or sales on the warrant for 

town meeting, which could have effectively killed many prospective transactions due to lost time. 

 

Other priority bills NHPA is tracking: 

HB1282 would eliminate the requirement for communities to comply with the State’s Workforce Housing laws unless they 

‘voluntarily opt in’ to the program. This bill follows a similar attempt during the last legislative session to overturn the 

Workforce Housing law. A floor vote is scheduled for the full House in early March. 

HB1490 seeks (again) to repeal NH’s Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI). A similar effort failed last year. House com-

mittee work has been delayed until late March. 

HB514 seeks to restrict entry onto private land to gather data about the property without giving written notice and obtain-

ing written permission. The bill also specifies that no information gathered without such permission can be used for any 

purpose. Even data gathered from abutting land may not be used as a factor in denying a permit or approval and actions 

taken by a public agency may be invalidated. The bill also provides for civil penalties against officials deemed to have 

“knowingly violated any provision of this chapter”. As of this writing, the bill has passed the House, but NHPA will continue 

to actively oppose this bill in the Senate. 

The NHPA has actively supported SB291, which proposes needed clarifications for the use of local impact fees toward con-

struction of or improvements to a state highway. The Senate committee has recommended the bill for passage, but a final 

vote has not yet been held. 

In addition, NHPA has supported HB1380 which would allow for the creation of private wetland mitigation banks as long as 

they comply with all state and federal regulations and USACE requirements. This bill has passed the House and will be 

scheduled for the Senate committee discussion in the coming weeks. 

Cross-over is scheduled for March 29th, so stay tuned for further activity… 

 New Hampshire Legislative Update   
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By Kris Hultgren, ME Legislative Liaison 

Planners in Maine are watching three bills closely this legislative session. They include the effort to eliminate the 

State Planning Office (SPO), the reorganization of the Land Use Regulatory Commission (LURC) which reviews plans 

and permitting for 10 million acres of north woods, and a regulatory takings bill that would require land owner com-

pensation for regulations that devalue property by more than 50%.  

The legislation to reorganize the State Planning Office (SPO) is summarized under LD 769 here http://

www.maine.gov/legis/ .  A working group was tasked last year with reviewing the current functions of SPO and issu-

ing recommendations to the legislature. Here’s the final report http://www.maine.gov/spo/rightcolumn/

sporeorg.html. The Maine Association of Planners (MAP) Legislative Policy Committee (LPC) is preparing testimony 

for the public hearing that is yet unscheduled. The LPC provided comment to the working group opposing the elimi-

nation of SPO and a copy of the testimony is available here http://www.meplan.org/legislative/billsandtestimony (see 

budget part FF).  

A public hearing and work sessions on the legislation to reorganize LURC were completed earlier this month and the 

committee is expected to recommend its passage to the full legislature. The bill is complicated with many controver-

sial parts but perhaps the component receiving the most attention is a provision that allows counties within the LURC 

jurisdiction to opt out of LURC review after a few years. This would require counties to develop their own compre-

hensive plans, review authorities, appeals process and find a way to pay for it. The fear is that large developments 

would be permitted with little or no professional review. The Maine Association of Planners is part of a coalition of 

environmental groups opposing the bill and a MAP representative delivered testimony at the public hearing. You can 

read the testimony here http://www.meplan.org/legislative/billsandtestimony (see LD 1798). 

The regulatory takings bill is quite controversial. It’s similar to Measure 37 that passed the Oregon legislature in 2004 

and was later repealed. If the bill is enacted as currently written, it would establish a process for land owners to seek 

compensation for state regulations that reduce property value by more than 50 percent. It could keep many regula-

tions from being proposed or enacted out of fear about the possibility of having to compensate for land devaluation. 

MAP’s testimony is here http://www.meplan.org/legislative/billsandtestimony (see LD 1810). 

We’ll update the membership in the next newsletter with the outcomes.  

 

 

 Maine Legislative Update     
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APA National Conference 

April 14-17, 2012 - Los Angeles, CA - ReIMAGINE 

Los Angeles Convention Center 

 

APA FREE Webcasts 

April 13 - Co-hosted by Connecticut Chapter and New Jersey Chapter - Op-

portunities in Complete Streets and Green Infrastructure - This session 

is 2 hours and will be available for 2 CM credits. CM Pending 

April 20 - Transportation Division - Genentech - Your Commute Just Be-

came Easier - CM Approved 

April 27 - Economic Development Division - Preserving Affordable Hous-

ing in a Transit Corridor - CM Approved 

May 4 - Ohio Chapter - The New Markets Model: Making a Case for 

Healthy Retail Strategies - Introductory - CM Approved 

May 11 - Ohio Chapter - Understanding Urban Goods Movements - In-

troductory - CM Approved 

May 18 - Wisconsin Chapter - Using GIS/Geodesign for Farmland Preser-

vation - Advanced - CM Pending 

June 1 - Ohio Chapter - 1-70 Corridor - Dedicated Truck Lane Feasibility 

Study - 

Consult our Calendar frequently for additional professional develop-

ment opportunities: www.nnecapa.org/calendar 

NNECAPA’s Executive 

Committee 
 

President 

Carl Eppich 

 

Vice-President 

Julie LaBranche 

 

Secretary 

Nathan Miller 

 

Treasurer 

Tara Bamford 

 

Professional Development Officer 

Benjamin Frost, AICP 

 

Assistant PDOs 

Anna Breinich, Maine 

Lee Krohn, AICP, Vermont 

 

Public Information Officer 

Sandrine Thibault, AICP 

 

ME State Director 

Rebeccah Schaffner 

 

NH State Director 

Jennifer Czysz 

 

VT State Director 

Jim Donovan 

 

NH Legislative Liaison 

David Brooks 

 

ME Legislative Liaison 

Kris Hultgren 

 

VT Legislative Liaison 

Sharon Murray, AICP 

 

Faculty Liaisons 

Mary Adamo Robertson 

Mark Lapping 

 

Student Liaison 

Jeff Guevin 
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Are you working on an innovative project in your community?  
 

Have you just finalized the creation or update on a plan you are 

proud of?  
 

Please share you successes with your peers and submit an article for the 

NEW Northern New England Community Highlight section of the Yankee 

Planner! 

 

Contact NNECAPA PIO Sandrine Thibault (sthibault@ci.burlington.vt.us) for 

information and publication deadlines. 
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