
 

Facilitating Innovative Agricultural Enterprises - Considerations and  

Example Language for Vermont Municipalities  

Agriculture has always been a ma-

jor part of Vermont’s economy and 

society. Vermonters have been 

able to use Vermont’s rocky terrain 

and rich valleys to produce valu-

able products. Early Vermont farm-

ers took advantage of vast forage 

crops as well as tariffs on wool im-

ports by raising sheep. Vermont 

was known as the sheep capital of 

the world, until western expansion 

and lifting of import tariffs took 

away the economic advantage. In 

response to the changing wool 

market, the state shifted to dairy production, focusing first on butter making and then 

expanding into the larger fluid milk market. Today, dairy still comprises a large portion 

of Vermont farmland; however, many farmers are again responding to economic forces 

and diversifying their farms. Some see this diversification as a “renaissance” in Vermont 

agriculture.  

Vermont has become a national leader in local, organic, and sustainable food. Once 

again, Vermont farmers are showing ingenuity and resilience. Indeed, dairy farmers are 

increasingly becoming organic or diversifying their farms. Vermont’s close-knit commu-

nities have helped the state become a leader by successfully incorporating farmers’ markets, community supported 

agriculture, and farm-to-table restaurants. Seeing this growing market, the legislature requested a study of the con-

tribution of agriculture to Vermont’s economy. The 

study and resulting “Farm to Plate Strategic Plan” 1 seek 

to support and foster agricultural expansion. The Plan 

aims at improving the lives of Vermonters by providing 

them with healthy food and increasing economic devel-

opment and jobs in the farm and food sector. This paper 

focuses on a small portion of this economic develop-

ment, termed “agripreneurism,” or the diversification of 

on-farm business.  

Agripreneur is a term used to describe small businesses 

that form as a natural extension of the farm. These uses 
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Greetings NNECAPA members 

It feels like spring just began, but a look at the calendar 

suggests summer is here.  And now thinking back it has 

been a busy few months.  In mid-April, I attended my 

first APA National Conference in Los Angeles.   While 

the west coast conference was lightly attended by NNE-

CAPA  members (perhaps 12 of us according to the 

roster I received) over 4000 attended.  I am certain that 

I speak for many attendees in proclaiming that the Lo-

cal Host Committee put together exceptional events 

showcasing their successes in making a more livable 

LA.   The opening evening reception was held at the 

historic Union Station which we arrived at by subway 

and many streets we closed for the CycloviLA bicycling 

event which I was told had over 3000 participants. 

At the Leadership Meetings held before the conference, 

APA President Mitchell Silver gave an inspiring presen-

tation of the preliminary findings from a survey APA 

National was preparing for role out in June.  Now avail-

able at the planning.org website,  Planning in America: 

Perceptions and Priorities, is revealing of the broad 

support for planning across the nation.  The major find-

ings include: 

Finding 1: Less than one-third of Americans believe 

their communities are doing enough to address the 

country's economic situation. 

Finding 2: Very few Americans believe that market 

forces alone will improve the economy and encourage 

job growth. 

Finding 3: 84 percent feel that, compared with five 

years ago, their community is getting worse or is stay-

ing the same. 

Finding 4: Community planning is seen as needed by a 

wide majority of all demographics. 

Finding 5: Key features of an "ideal community" in-

clude locally owned businesses and the ability to stay in 

their homes (age in place) while growing older. 

Finding 6: Top priorities for local planning efforts and 

local funding priorities are closely aligned around a ba-

sic agenda: jobs, safety, schools, neighborhoods, and 

clean water. 

Finding 7: Half of all Americans would like to be in-

volved in community planning in the future. 

Finding 8: Most Americans (85%) do not know enough 

to hold an opinion about United Nations Agenda 21; 

6% oppose it and 9% support it.  

The survey documents that respondents believe plan-

ners work is important across a common set of themes 

that include: jobs, education, safety, neighborhood pro-

tection, and clean water. These issues are aligned with 

local funding priorities given tight fiscal resources and 

generally corresponding with national priorities. 

When survey respondents were asked what they want 

planners to work on, a common set of themes emerged 

that include: jobs, education, safety, neighborhood pro-

tection, and clean water.  

The survey was conducted in March among 1,308 U.S. 

residents.  I encourage you to access the report here 

and use its wealth of data, graphs, and most impor-

tantly the refocus in communicating the importance of 

planning in these challenging times. 

http://planning.org/policy/economicrecovery/pdf/

planninginamerica.pdf 

Currently I am in Baltimore, MD at the Sustainable 

Communities Leadership Academy for leadership and 

team building training related to our HUD Sustainable 

Communities grant.    Our ambitious workplan  for our 

Sustain Southern Maine regional development plan 

requires engagement of nearly 1/3 of the population of 

Maine.   Having the recent findings of the APA survey in 

mind will help me -- and all of us to connect and com-

municate the importance of planning.   

I wish you all a great summer! 

 

 

 

 

 

Carl F. Eppich, AICP 

NNECAPA President 
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By Ben Frost, Professional Development  

Officer  

TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

Find a listing of free training sessions offered by APA 

as distance education products at www.planning.org/

cm/free.  There are over 30 hours of free training avail-

able.  Programs include “Social Media for Planners,” a 

guide to promoting citizen participation in planning 

and encourage the public to use planning resources 

through social media.   

 

Free Webinars 

NNECAPA has again joined with many other chapters 

and divisions to provide a series of informative and free 

webinars.  You can earn all of your required CM credits 

from wherever you are!  You can see the full listing of 

2012 programs on the Utah APA website at http://

www.utah-apa.org/webcasts.  Past webcasts can be ac-

cessed here: http://www.utah-apa.org/webcast-archive.  

Some are available for CM Distance Education credit, 

including a couple of ethics and law sessions.   

 

Upcoming Webinars 

July 13 - New Urbanism Division - Embracing New 

Urbanism in Your Comprehensive Plan 

July 20 - Economic Development Division - Town 

Centers: their conditions to success, economic op-

portunity, and what they say about preferences 

toward inviting, walkable places - CM Approved 

July 27 - Northern New England Division - A Tale of 

Three Waterfronts - Advanced - CM Pending 

August 17 - Transportation Division - Senior Mobil-

ity - CM Approved 

August 24 - Maryland Chapter - Communications 

Towers and the Role of the Fedreal Communica-

tions Commission: An Introduction to the FCC 

Regulatory Process 

September 7 - Transportation Division - Cars, 

Streets and Policy in 2035 - Introductory - CM Ap-

proved 

September 14 - Ohio Chapter - Re-stitching the 
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Urban Environment: The Columbus Urban Commer-

cial Overlay - Advanced - CM Approved 

October 5 - Nebraska Chapter - Hazard Mitigation 

Planning in Nebraska - Advanced 

October 19 - Economic Development Division - A 

Tale of Three City Pairs: Regional Economic Growth 

and Rail Transit Investments - Advanced - CM Ap-

proved 

October 26 - NY Metro Chapter - Planning for 

Fracking: Booms, Busts, and Beyond -  

November 9 - Ohio Chapter - Reaching the Ones 

Who Don't Show Up: Using Web 2.0 tools for better 

public involvement - Advanced - CM Approved 

 

Check out the webcasts on social media:  

Facebook –  www.facebook.com/pages/Planning-

Webcast-Series/274203962600243 

Twitter – @planningwebcast 

GET CM CREDIT FOR YOUR EVENT! 

For the past year, NNECAPA has been helping other 

organizations seek Certification Maintenance credits for 

their planning-related seminars, conferences, and work-

shops.  This includes our three states’ planning associa-

tions (VPA, NHPA, and MAP).  For us to consider pro-

viding this service, a NNECAPA member must be sub-

stantially involved in the planning and organization of 

the event.  Remember that CM approval can take up to 

three weeks, so plan ahead.  For more information on 

the CM credit approval process, contact me at 

bfrost@nhhfa.org.   

 

AICP EXAM SCHOLARSHIP 

AICP offers a limited number of reduced fee scholar-

ships for individuals to take the AICP Examination.  For 

the May 2012 test, NNECAPA has been allocated one 

scholarship.  The fee reduction is as follows: First time 

applicants pay $135, candidates who have tested be-

fore and are Scholarship recipients this cycle will only 

pay $65. The scholarship is competitive, and selection 

of the recipient is based on the criteria listed below.   
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By Mary Adamo Friedman, UNH faculty of Community and Environmental Planning, UNH, 

Durham, NH 

The University of New Hampshire’s Planning Student Organization took a tour of the newly constructed Peter T. Paul 

College of Business and Economics building on the UNH campus. The students visited the site before the ground-

breaking ceremony last May and returned to witness 

the complexity of the construction after one year. The 

building is state-of-the-art in terms of an educational 

environment as well as in sustainability and energy 

efficiency. It is built to accommodate 2,500 students 

and should be ready for incoming business students 

by the end of the year. The Planning Student Organi-

zation is an official UNH organization made up of 

students who study or are interested in the field of 

community and environmental planning. They were 

especially interested in this project as an example of 

infill development and its close proximity to down-

town Durham. 

 

Picture: Doug Bencks, University of New Hampshire 

Architect and Director of Campus Planning, explains 

how the new Peter T. Paul building is meeting sus-

tainability goals for UNH and the town of Durham. 
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