
By Rich Roedner, Chair - NNECAPA Conference Planning Committee, Topsham, ME 

Welcome to the theme of the 2012 NNECAPA Annual Confer-

ence, to be held October 4 and 5 in downtown Brunswick, ME 

in the historic Fort Andross Mill, located at the head of tide of 

the mighty Androscoggin River. 

 

The conference will feature two nationally known keynote 

speakers, Robin Rather, the CEO of Collective Strength, and Ed 

McMahon, the Charles E. Fraser Chair for Sustainable Develop-

ment and Environmental Policy at the Urban Land Institute.   

Ms. Rather, a communications consultant to the American 

Planning Association will focus on the important topic of how 

planners can positively address critiques of planning and re-

frame the discussion.  Mr. McMahon will outline “What’s Next 

in Real Estate” and how communities can position themselves 

for success in a changing world. 

 

Sessions are planned that will both reinforce the need for sound planning, as well as expand the tools we all need to 

stay current and relevant in the current climate of questioning government regulations in general, and land use con-

trols in particular.  The program subcommittee received a number of great session proposals and we see us featuring 

sessions from all three Northern New England states, as well as a session from our Canadian neighbors in Newfound-

land.  Topics may include lessons learned from Hurricane Irene’s fury including disaster management and recovery a 

year after; changes in the Northern New Hampshire energy delivery industry; changes in how Maine handles state 

planning functions; innovations related to brownfield development, stormwater management and vernal pool man-

agement; as well as sessions focused on leadership development.  Lastly, a frank discussion about the appropriate 

role of planners – advocate, advisor, facilitator, and educator – in policy development. 

 

We’re working on some fun surprises, and enlightening mobile workshops featuring the  redevelopment of Bruns-

wick Landing (formerly Brunswick Naval Air Station), expanded Amtrak Downeaster service to Brunswick and Freeport 

and what that means to the towns and region as a whole.  Stay tuned.  Lodging information will be out within the 

month, and we hope to have the early registration form available in June to allow those who can, register in this 

year’s budget. 

 

  Hope to see you in Brunswick in October! 
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Vermont 

By Jim Donovan, VT State Director 

The Chittenden County Regional Planning Commis-

sion would like to announce two recent staff accom-

plishments. Jason Charest, Transportation Planning 

Engineer, has passed the rigorous Professional Engi-

neers exam. Administered by the National Council of 

Examiners for Engineering and Surveying, Jason 

passed the Civil Engineering and Transportation sec-

tions.   Dan Albrecht, Senior Planner, has passed the 

Certified Floodplain Manager exam. Administered by 

the Association of State Floodplain Managers, the CFM 

designation indicates a high level of knowledge of the 

National Flood Insurance Program and its regulations 

and functions as well as flood hazard mitigation. 

The City of Burlington announces that Scott Gustin, 

AICP has recently completed the process to become a 

Certified Floodplain Manager (CFM). The Association 

of State Floodplain Managers (ASFM) grants this certi-

fication to working professionals based on their quali-

fications and successful completion of a comprehen-

sive national exam on the programs and standards 

necessary to reduce risk and losses due to flooding.  

Lee Krohn, AICP, Planning Director for the Town of 

Manchester, is pleased to announce that a ground-

breaking ceremony was held recently for the long-

awaited Junction Roundabout. More than just a trans-

portation project, this is a full fledged downtown im-

provement project, also involving removal of overhead 

utilities, replacement of aging water and sewer lines, 

and a wide range of functional and aesthetic improve-

ments to sidewalks, crosswalks, bridge design, and 

street lighting. This intersection has been a subject of 

 

State Grapevines - News from around the region 

community discussion since the 1960's, and has been 

the subject of more intensive dialogue and study for 

the past twenty years. Work is  now underway, and is 

expected to be completed in 2013. 

 

Maine 

By Mark Lapping, ME Faculty Liaison 

The Planning Accreditation Board (PAB) is the official 

accrediting body for planning programs. It is a joint 

effort of the American Planning Association and the 

Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning. The 

Community Planning and development program in the 

Edmund S. Muskie School of the University of South-

ern Maine is entering into "candidacy status" for ulti-

mate accreditation. This means that the programs has 

met certain criteria and graduated a minimum number 

of students to begin the process for accreditation. The 

current year has been devoted to the development of 

a self-study which, if accepted by the PAB, will lead to 

a site visit from a group of professional planners and 

planning academics who will assess the graduate pro-

gram in the next academic year (2012-2013). If posi-

tively reviewed, then the PAB will vote to accredit the 

USM program for a period of time, usually 5 years.  

The Muskie School has assembled a professional advi-

sory group from across northern New England as the 

program seeks to be the region's accredited graduate 

planning program. 

 

New Hampshire 

By Jennifer Czysz, NH State Director 

Charlie Tiedemann, Amherst Planning & Zoning 

Director retired on December 31
st
, 2011 after almost 

four decades of service to the Town of Amherst, NH. 

Board of Selectmen Chairman Bruce Bowler com-

mented, “During almost four decades of service to the 

Town of Amherst Charlie served on several boards, the 

Amherst Conservation Commission, Amherst Zoning 

Board of Adjustment and Amherst Planning Board to 

name a few, before becoming Planning Director ten 

years ago. Prior to that, Charlie had served the Zoning 



Volume 26, Issue 3 Page 3 

Back to cover page Back to cover page 

Volume 30, Issue 2 

By Ben Frost, Professional Development  Officer  

TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

Find a listing of free training sessions offered by APA as distance education products at www.planning.org/cm/free.  

There are over 30 hours of free training available.  Programs include “Social Media for Planners,” a guide to promot-

ing citizen participation in planning and encourage the public to use planning resources through social media.   

 

Free Webinars 

NNECAPA has again joined with many other chapters and divisions to provide a series of informative and free webi-

nars.  You can earn all of your required CM credits from wherever you are!  You can see the full listing of 2012 pro-

grams on the Utah APA website at http://www.utah-apa.org/webcasts.  Past webcasts can be accessed here: http://

www.utah-apa.org/webcast-archive.  Some are available for CM Distance Education credit, including a couple of eth-

ics and law sessions.   

 

Upcoming Webinars 

July 13 - New Urbanism Division - Embracing New Urbanism in Your Comprehensive Plan 

July 20 - Economic Development Division - Town Centers: their conditions to success, economic opportunity, and 

what they say about preferences toward inviting, walkable places - CM Approved 

July 27 - Northern New England Division - A Tale of Three Waterfronts - Advanced - CM Pending 

 Professional Development Updates         (Continued from Page 3) 

Office as interim Zoning Administrator a couple of times over the years. The knowledge that Charlie brought to the 

position was truly unbelievable.” 

Charlie wore many hats in his service to the Town of Amherst beyond his title of Planning & Zoning Director. His col-

leagues admire his strong work ethic and willingness to share his years of experience and knowledge with all in need. 

Sarah Marchant, NHPA President, has recently accepted the position of Planning & Zoning Director in Amherst, 

NH after almost seven years as the Town Planner/GIS Coordinator in Milford, NH. 

Rita Wilson was hired by the Town of Milford to fill the newly created part-time GIS Technician position. Rita has a 

breadth of experience in GIS through her previous work in Arizona and Virginia working on GIS related projects 

through the Department of Defense. 

Jennifer DiNovo was recently hired by Nashua Regional Planning Commission as its newest Regional Planner. She 

is a licensed landscape architect in MA and NH and has been working in the private sector for the past 7 years at a 

firm just outside of Boston. 

Other new additions and changes in NH’s municipal planning landscape include Matt Henry, the new Town Planner 

in Rindge and Michele Chalice, a new planner in Keene.  Looking similar to a game of dominoes, Colleen Mailloux, 

was hired to fill the Planner II position in Bedford following Cynthia May’s move from Bedford to Londonderry and 

Tim Thompson’s transition from Londonderry to Merrimack.  And most recently, Michael Behrendt will move to Dur-

ham from Rochester and Jim Campbell to Rochester from Durham. 

 

State Grapevines - News from around the region      (Continued from Page 6) 
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Facilitating Innovative Agricultural Enterprises - Considerations and  Example Language for 

Vermont Municipalities  

Agriculture has always been a major part of Vermont’s economy and society. Vermonters have been able to use Ver-

mont’s rocky terrain and rich valleys to produce valuable products. Early Vermont farmers took advantage of vast 

forage crops as well as tariffs on wool imports by raising sheep. Vermont was known as the sheep capital of the 

world, until western expansion and lifting of import tariffs took away the economic advantage. In response to the 

changing wool market, the state shifted to dairy production, focusing first on butter making and then expanding into 

the larger fluid milk market. Today, dairy still comprises a large portion of Vermont farmland; however, many farmers 

are again responding to economic forces and diversifying their farms. Some see this diversification as a “renaissance” 

in Vermont agriculture.  

Vermont has become a national leader in local, organic, and sustainable food. Once again, Vermont farmers are 

showing ingenuity and resilience. Indeed, dairy farmers are increasingly becoming organic or diversifying their farms. 

Vermont’s close-knit communities have helped the state become a leader by successfully incorporating farmers’ mar-

kets, community supported agriculture, and farm-to-table restaurants. Seeing this growing market, the legislature 

requested a study of the contribution of agriculture to Vermont’s economy. The study and resulting “Farm to Plate 

Strategic Plan” 1 seek to support and foster agricultural expansion. The Plan aims at improving the lives of Ver-

monters by providing them with healthy food and increasing economic development and jobs in the farm and food 

sector. This paper focuses on a small portion of this economic development, termed “agripreneurism,” or the diversi-

fication of on-farm business.  

Agripreneur is a term used to describe small businesses that form as a natural extension of the farm. These uses are 

sometimes termed agritourism or agribusiness. For the purposes of this paper, “agripreneur” encompasses only agri-

tourism and agribusiness 

connected to small on-farm 

operations that integrate agri-

culture with small business. 

This meaning therefore ex-

cludes some industrial or 

commercial uses such as 

large-scale seed producers 

and commercial compost, but 

does include on-farm cafés, 

corn mazes, pick-your-own 

operations, wine-tasting 

rooms, and many other 

unique agricul- tural enter-

prises. By en- couraging 

agripreneurial activity through 

zoning or mu- nicipal planning 

and language, farm operations 

can be more economically 

viable, and Ver- mont can con-

tinue to be an innovative agri-

culture leader.  
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VT develops an “Agripreneurism” Guidebook for Communities (Continued from Page 1) 



NNECAPA Annual Conference 

October 4-5, 2012 - Brunswick, ME - Mark your calendars! 

 

APA FREE Webcasts 

July 13 - New Urbanism Division - Embracing New Urbanism in Your 

Comprehensive Plan 

July 20 - Economic Development Division - Town Centers: their condi-

tions to success, economic opportunity, and what they say about prefer-

ences toward inviting, walkable places - CM Approved 

July 27 - Northern New England Division - A Tale of Three Waterfronts - 

Advanced - CM Pending 

August 17 - Transportation Division - Senior Mobility - CM Approved 

August 24 - Maryland Chapter - Communications Towers and the Role 

of the Fedreal Communications Commission: An Introduction to the FCC 

Regulatory Process 

September 7 - Transportation Division - Cars, Streets and Policy in 2035 

- Introductory - CM Approved 

September 14 - Ohio Chapter - Re-stitching the Urban Environment: 

The Columbus Urban Commercial Overlay - Advanced - CM Approved 

October 5 - Nebraska Chapter - Hazard Mitigation Planning in Nebraska 

- Advanced 

 

Consult our Calendar frequently for additional professional develop-

ment opportunities: www.nnecapa.org/calendar 

NNECAPA’s Executive 

Committee 
 

President 

Carl Eppich 

 

Vice-President 

Julie LaBranche 

 

Secretary 

Nathan Miller 

 

Treasurer 

Tara Bamford 

 

Professional Development Officer 

Benjamin Frost, AICP 

 

Assistant PDOs 

Anna Breinich, Maine 

Lee Krohn, AICP, Vermont 

 

Public Information Officer 

Sandrine Thibault, AICP 

 

ME State Director 

Rebeccah Schaffner 

 

NH State Director 

Jennifer Czysz 

 

VT State Director 

Jim Donovan 

 

NH Legislative Liaison 

David Brooks 

 

ME Legislative Liaison 

Kris Hultgren 

 

VT Legislative Liaison 

Sharon Murray, AICP 

 

Faculty Liaisons 

Mary Adamo Robertson 

Mark Lapping 

 

Student Liaison 

Jeff Guevin 

 

Chapter Historian 

David White, AICP 

 

Past President 

Peg Elmer, AICP 

Are you working on an innovative project in your community?  
 

Have you just finalized the creation or update on a plan you are 

proud of?  
 

Please share you successes with your peers and submit an article for the 

NEW Northern New England Community Highlight section of the Yankee 

Planner! 

 

Contact NNECAPA PIO Sandrine Thibault (sthibault@ci.burlington.vt.us) for 

information and publication deadlines. 
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