
By Elizabeth Wood, AICP  

Until recently, I thought Broadway shows were generally themed on fairy tales, created from 

Disney adaptations, or parodied on other big name story lines.  Never in my wildest dreams had 

I fathomed that the topic of City Planning would take center stage on Broadway--but a fellow 

NNECAPA member brought it to my attention that this was not only possible, but indeed, it was 

occurring at that very minute! 

 

A little history. 

 

In September, while attending the “Big Picture Planning” NNECAPA Annual Conference in 

Stowe, Vermont, I had the pleasure of eating dinner with the 2014 NEECAPA Project of the 

Year winners--Tora Johnson and Judy East, AICP from Washington County Maine, along with 

their friend and colleague Sandi Duschesne, AICP also from Maine.  Like a planning groupie, I 

hung onto their every word.  Ok perhaps I exaggerate slightly.  But I did figure that anything 

these high achievers said would be worth soaking up.   

 

As we enjoyed delicious Mexican-themed cuisine and marga-

ritas, the conversation turned to a musical that Judy had re-

cently seen on Broadway in New York City.  If/Then, she said 

was fabulous.  And when I heard it was about a City Planner 

named Elizabeth, it gave me the idea that I, of all people, 

should see it! Seriously—What are the chances? 

 

It took me a few months to execute on Judy’s recommenda-

tion, but on February 8, between snow blizzards, I managed 

to make it to Times Square and get a ticket.  The show, writ-

ten by Brian Yorkie, and starring Idina Menzel--previously a 

star from the hit production Wicked/Wicked and also the voice of Elsa from Frozen--is an ex-

ample of a new theatrical genre that leaves the audience guessing how things will end for the 

main character.  In If/Then, we are left wondering which “life” Elizabeth will end up living.  

 

Elizabeth Vaughan, the 38 year-old City Planner, who serves as the shows protagonist, trans-

plants to Manhattan from Arizona for a fresh start after her divorce.  Many opportunities come 

her way both career-wise and romantically.  She is constantly torn between choices as she eval-

uates the pros and cons of each.   

 

Is Elizabeth going to carry out herself as  “Liz” or as “Beth?  Will she pursue her dream job or a 

solid romance?  Can she do both?  The plot switches continuously between two possible lives 

and even more possible outcomes depending not only on Elizabeth’s life choices, and also on 

the life choices of her friends, colleagues, and also happenstances within the city and beyond.  

The production constantly leaves you guessing as to how each one of these scenarios might 

play out.   
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By Ben Frost, Esq., AICP - NNECAPA PDO 

NEW AICP MEMBERS 

These Chapter members passed the AICP exam in November 

2014 – Congratulations! 

 Daniel Bacon, AICP 

 Timothy Corwin, AICP 

 Rick Harbison, AICP 

 Heather Shank, AICP 

 

AICP EXAM INFORMATION 

Are you interested in taking the exam, but don’t know where 

to start?  First, there is information on the Chapter’s website, 

located under the Professional Development tab.  You can also 

look up the basics about the exam in the APA’s “Exam Candi-

date Bulletin” at www.planning.org/certification/bulletin/.   

Contact me at bfrost@nhhfa.org  for additional guidance on 

the exam.  Also, I conducted a webinar about studying for and 

taking the exam, which can be viewed on YouTube on the NH 

Planners Association’s channel, here: https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=sT2cMW028N0.    

If you’ve been approved to sit for the May 2015 exam, the 

testing window is from May 4 through 18 – be sure to make 

your appointment, as spaces fill up fast.  The application peri-

od for the November 2015 exam will open on June 2.   

 

TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

Planning Webcast Series Consortium Free Webinars:  2014 

was another great year for the Consortium, as we provided 36 

free webcasts good for 54 CM credit hours.  In 2015, NNE-

CAPA has again joined with over 40 other chapters and divi-

sions in this effort.  You can earn all of your required CM cred-

its from wherever you are!  You can see the current listing of 

2015 programs and archives on the Utah APA website at 

http://www.utah-apa.org/webcasts.   

Check out the webcasts on social media:  

 Facebook –  www.facebook.com/pages/Planning-

Webcast-Series/274203962600243z 

 Twitter – @planningwebcast 

Currently Scheduled Webcasts – click on the webcast name to 

register: 

 March 20 - Northern New England Chapter - Housing 

for People with Disabilities: A Civil Rights Lens - Alison 
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Barkoff and Ben Frost - CM Pending - #e.29642 - LAW 

CREDIT! 

 

 March 13 - Northern New England Chapter - Respond-

ing to FCC New Collocation Rules - How to Avoid 

"Deemed Granted" - Gerard Lederer - CM Pending - 

#e.29641 - LAW CREDIT! 

 

 February 27 - Utah Chapter - Millenials and Mobility in 

the Modern West - Julia Collins and Richard Brockmeyer, 

AICP - CM Pending - #e.29639 

 

Do you have a great idea for a webcast?  We’re currently set-

ting out the schedule for 2015, which promises to be another 

great year.  Contact me at bfrost@nhhfa.org.   

 

You can also find a listing of free training sessions offered by 

APA as distance education products at www.planning.org/

cm/free.  There are over 30 hours of free training available.   

 

CHAPTER EVENT SPONSORSHIP POLICY FOR CM CREDIT 

Please remember that the Chapter has a policy regarding 

sponsorship of Certification Maintenance applications for 

events hosted by other organizations.  This requires contact 

with the Chapter PDO (that’s me) as early as possible in the 

event planning process, as well as completion of a form ac-

knowledging the policy and submission of all information nec-

essary for filing the CM applications.   

 

Chapter CM sponsorship may be made in situations where 

 

 The host organization is a non-profit or governmental 

organization based in the NNECAPA region, including 

any of the three state planning associations affiliated 

with NNECAPA;  

 A NNECAPA member is significantly involved in the 

development of the event;  

 The event meets minimum standards for CM credit 

for delivery and administration, as established by the 

AICP and described in the provider handbook 

(http://planning.org/cm/activities/pdf/cmproviderhan

dbook.pdf); and  

 NNECAPA CM sponsorship will be consistent with 

APA’s sponsorship guidelines.   
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By Elizabeth Wood, NH State Director 

2015 brought forth a change of guard for NHPA’s presidency.  After deftly managing the NHPA for three years, Sarah Marchant, 

AICP passed the baton to Shanna Saunders, AICP and NHPA is looking forward to a continuation of strong leadership. 

The New Hampshire Planner’s Association recognizes Sarah Marchant, NHPA Past President 2011-2014 as being effective in 

guiding the organization through a structural transition.  Historically, NHPA received many support services from the New Hamp-

shire Municipal Association (NHMA) free of charge as an affiliate of that organization.  When NHMA was no longer able to do this, 

Sarah found a way for NHPA to obtain equivalent services autonomous from NHMA thus providing an avenue for NHPA to be-

come a more stand-alone, self-supporting organization.  Part of the changes implemented included transitioning to a new online 

member management server from Cornerstone to Wild Apricot to suit the changing needs of NHPA.   

Marchant’s contributions during her presidency are many and her behind the scenes work often doesn’t make front page news.  

But evidence of her leadership ability manifested publically at the 2013 NHPA Spring conference when Sarah took the lead in or-

ganizing the conference at the LaBelle Winery in Amherst, NH.  As part of the conference program emphasis was placed on 

agritourism, a growing land use trend in New Hampshire.  One of the conference sessions a tour of the winery and explanations 

were  provided as to how the site plan for the new business tied in with agritourism.  Since this 2013 conference, the topic of 

agritourism has continued to be on the front range for many planners across the state as the trend persists. 

Sarah Marchant, AICP, who has been on the NHPA Executive Committee since 2008 is the Director of the Community Develop-

ment Division for the City of Nashua and is currently serving as the NNECAPA Legislative Liaison. 

While NHPA welcomed Shanna B. Saunders as their new President towards the end of 2014, she 

is not new to the Executive Board or with her involvement in NHPA.  

Shanna has been a NHPA Executive Committee member since 2009. Prior to being President she 

served as Secretary.  She has served on the Legislative Subcommittee since 2010, and served on 

several Conference Organizing Committees.  On being elected, Shanna plans to focus the NHPA’s 

energies on being more visible and useful to the membership and hopes to be more proactive in 

legislative lobbying and creating lasting partnerships with other organizations that strive, as 

NHPA does, for a better New Hampshire. 

Shanna is a 2003 graduate of the Resource Administration and Management Master’s Degree 

program at the University of New Hampshire and has an undergraduate degree in Environmental 

Conservation from UNH as well. She started her career path as director of the non-profit water-

shed group the Parker River Clean Water Association in Newbury, MA. From there she worked several years for the town of Row-

ley, MA as their Conservation Administrator. She now directs the City of Laconia Planning Department in the Lakes Region of New 

Hampshire. While at the City of Laconia, she has integrated low impact development principals into construction proposals, re-

drafted the cluster ordinance in the form of Randall Arendt’s Conservation Subdivision, enacted steep slope protections, and 

helped design a new lighting ordinance under the Dark Sky Initiative’s principals. She continues to strive everyday to integrate 

wise land use principals into New Hampshire land use policies. 

Shanna lives, runs, cooks and gardens in Seacoast New Hampshire with her husband and two children. 

In late 2013, NHPA welcomed Mark Connors and Sara Carbonneau to the Executive Committee.  Both 

have contributed much in their first year of tenure. 

Mark Connors was appointed to the NH Planners Association Executive Committee in late 2013 and 

was elected to a three-year term in 2014. He is currently serving his second year as Professional De-

velopment Officer for the association. As NHPA’s Professional Development Officer, Mark hopes to 

expand trainings to non-traditional subjects that impact planning including real estate and consumer 

trends, business development and retention and public policy. 

Mark currently works as a Regional Planner for the Nashua Regional Planning Commission, a position 

he has held for the past two years.  Mark has worked under two federal Sustainable Communities 

grants; the Wasatch Choice for 2040 project in Salt Lake County, Utah and the New Hampshire 

Continues on Page 4 
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statewide regional planning effort. Prior to his planning career, Mark worked as a newspaper reporter in the Boston area. 

Mark’s professional interests include land use and transportation planning, neighborhood and downtown planning and econom-

ic development analyses. He particularly enjoys consolidating technical data into graphically illustrative products to maximize 

their accessibility to the public.  

Sara Carbonneau was also elected to NHPA’s Executive Committee towards the latter part of 2013 and serves as the NHPA Ex-

ecutive Committee’s Secretary.  She has also been a member of NHPA’s Legislative Policy Committee for the last 4 years and 

served on the Conference Organizing Committee that planned the conference in Keene.   

Carbonneau was honored as the NH Professional Planner of the Year in 2013.  In a letter from her daughter Laura that was read 

during the presentation of the award, Laura stated that when she was younger, she assumed that her mother was “the master-

mind behind some sort of Sim City creation” and that she would simply describe Sara’s job to her friends as “working for the gov-

ernment…which was more for the ‘ah’ factor than anything else.”   

In Sara’s non-NHPA time, she is the Director of Planning and Community Development for the town of Swanzey, a position (in 

various iterations) she has held since 1998.  As in most small communities (even though Swanzey has almost 7,500 residents) 

Sara serves as the “soup to nuts” person – doing everything from meeting with citizens, to plan review, to sending out legal no-

tices.  She states that no one day is like the day before, which keeps the position interesting.  While Sara doesn’t see the “ah” 

factor in her job, she admits that working for the Town of Swanzey has been, and continues to be, a wonderful adventure. 

Carbonneau received her master’s degree in Resource Management and Administration from Antioch New England in the mid-

1990s, and shortly thereafter started her formal planning career in Swanzey.  Her undergraduate degree was in English and 

Pyschology from Hartwick College in Oneonta, New York. 

In her spare time (which there is not a lot of), she enjoys taking mini-vacations, gardening, and spoiling her rescue dog from 

Texas, Jilly.  She states that she is one of those [hopefully] rare planners who lives on 39 acres at the end of a Class VI road and 

has an excavator in her front yard.   

NHPA recently welcomed two “new” faces on the executive committee—Donna Pohli and Scott Osgood were inducted at the end 

of 2014 and due to Sara Carbonneau’s diligence you can get all of these details in the minutes; however, this section aims to take 

provide a summarized sketch. 

Since coming on the Executive Committee at the beginning of September 2014, Donna Pohli has been 

adding items to the current website while focusing on building NHPA's new website (hopefully launched 

in the upcoming weeks).  By making the transition to our new member management software, Wild Apri-

cot, Donna has worked with Ben Frost, NHPA Treasurer, to transfer our databases, files, finances, and the 

ever-changing membership information to our new software.  

Donna has also tried to update NHPA's LinkedIn account and consistently respond to requests in addition 

to answering all the emails NHPA gets on the shared gmail account. Pohli also continues to send out im-

portant information, polls, and other requests such as award nominations to the membership to 

keep them updated.  

In addition to her responsibilities as NHPA's Public Information Officer, She has worked to modify NHPA's 

strategic plan with a sub-committee, helped to plan our annual meeting in November, and is a co-chair for 

the upcoming annual conference this Spring. 

In her personal life, Donna has some exciting news—as she got engaged in the fall of 

2014 to her sweetheart Chris while out hiking on New Hampshire’s Mount Cannon.  While 

a wedding date has yet to be set, Donna says that the planning part of the wedding is not 

as fun as she had hoped.  While that’s a bummer for Donna, it is a relief for us because 

her colleagues are hoping she sticks to the field of town planning and doesn’t leave us to 

start an alternate career as a wedding planner!   

Congratulations Donna and Chris! 

 

NHPA Executive Circle Update         (Continued from Page 3) 
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Scott Osgood, inducted at the close of 2014, says he “is honored to have been elected to the Execu-

tive Committee of the New Hampshire Planners Association.” He plans to be active in the Legislative 

Committee, and to help inform members of the Planning community as Editor of the Quarterly 

Newsletter and to learn and help inform the planning community of resources and current trends in 

the planning profession. 

Scott has been actively involved in Planning since 1999, when he attended a meeting of the Henniker 

Planning Board to hear about the upcoming plan to update the Master Plan. He was invited to apply 

to be an alternate to the Board, a soon became an elected member, Chair for three years, and served 

on the Board until 2010. In that time he was appointed as the Henniker Representative to the Central 

Regional Planning Commission, as well as the TAC committee, serving as vice chair. Scott also partici-

pated in the development of the CNHRPC/SNHRPC CEDS Plan.  

Osgood is presently employed as the Town Planner in Enfield, and serves on the TIF committee, Enfield Village Association Eco-

nomic Development Committee, the Upper Valley Transportation Management Association steering committee and the Mascoma 

Valley Food Coop startup effort.  He also serves as District Commissioner in Hillsborough’s Emerald Lake District and as a member 

of the Selectboard in Henniker, where he serves on the Conservation, Economic Development, and Azalea Park Committee.  

Scott’s education is as a Civil Engineer, and is a licensed professional in New Hampshire. His work career has been in Construction 

Management where he worked for national and local Construction Management and Design Firms, the State of New Hampshire 

and the Community College system.  

Osgood’s projects included housing complexes in Massachusetts and New York State, commercial building projects in Rhode Is-

land and New Hampshire, a High Rise in Boston, Corporate Headquarters in Connecticut and New Jersey, Hospitals, a Large Scale 

Brewery, the 1980 Winter Olympics, the Advance Roadways in South and East Boston on the Central Artery/ Tunnel Project, and a 

number of State and College Buildings in New Hampshire. 

Scott and Patti, his wife of 28 years, live in Henniker with his two college age daughters.   

 

NHPA Grapevine updates are generally published on a quarterly basis.  If you or a planner you know of has experienced a 

recent career accomplishment or life milestone, your peers would enjoy hearing about it.   Please contact the NH State 

Director with your submissions: nhstatedirectior.nnecapa@gmail.com  

Photo by Lee Krohn 

NHPA Executive Circle Update         (Continued from Page 4) 
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I wish there were more planners in the Richard Rogers Theatre with me that night because, because even though there were mo-

ments that generated laughter from the audience, there were many moments when I was the only one laughing.  If any of you had 

joined me that night, you too might have identified with a planner’s tendency to draw out plans on scraps of paper--or in Eliza-

beth’s case, on bar napkins.   

 

You might have also felt a jolt of hilarity when you heard saw Beth competing for a city job with the mayor’s nephew and getting 

arrested the day before her interview for protesting in a demonstration against one of the city’s development projects--Yet she 

still gets the job offer because there are other city employees with arrest records and the boss is an old colleague who pines for 

her.  If only it were that easy for the rest of us to become Deputy Director of planning in New York City!   

 

What really might make you laugh are the jokes made about Liz’s previous job out in “the desert” in Phoenix and how could there 

possibly be anything remotely close to city planning in such a sparsely populated place.  To the audience watching the show on a 

stage in arguably the most urban city in the US, this may seem funny, but to any Northern New England planner we find it funny, 

that other people think it is funny because Phoenix is larger than any city in New Hampshire, Maine, or Vermont and even so, we 

all know that even the smallest “city” or “town” can have very complex planning issues. 

 
While the production does include various aspects of city planning, it focuses more emphasis on what a Planner's brain might be 

like.  The--“IF I decide to do this THEN this will happen”, but on the other hand--“IF I do that THEN some other outcome may be 

a possibility”--is every day life for many planners as choices from as simple as: Which ordinances to revamp-to-what employee to 

hire-to-what item should go first on the agenda cycle through your thoughts as each possible scenario and end result are evaluat-

ed. 

 

As If/Then progresses you are never really sure which of the story lines was Beth's actual reali-

ty, only of the limitless possibilities she had in front of her.  By choosing one thing she is always 

giving up another.  What Liz does ultimately learn is that she needs to embrace the conse-

quences of the choices she makes after she makes her final decisions and enjoy the benefits 

even if they are not forever.  If she is always planning and evaluating and never deciding in her 

personal life, then she will never know what she missed. 

 

I doubt you will learn the latest in zoning code or new housing programs by watching If/Then 

but maybe the stage isn’t the proper forum for teaching us those things anyhow.  When you go 

to Broadway, you are there to be entertained, and the lessons you might learn regarding plan-

ning are more about approach and philosophy.  Plus it's pretty cool to envision a planner--one 

of your own--on center stage in Broadway! 

 

The run of If/Then on Broadway ends on March 22; however if you missed it in NYC you can 

catch it in other big cities in the US as the show will go on a nationwide tour in the near fu-

ture.  I highly recommend you consider getting yourself a ticket!   

If/Then - Planning Takes Center Stage on Broadway in NYC!      (Continued from Page 1) 
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New Hampshire 

By Elizabeth Wood, NH State Director 

New Hampshire Planners continue to raise the ranks of career 

success this quarter.  This edition of New Hampshire Grapevine 

reports on veteran NH Planners who have continued to contrib-

ute to planning in the state and it also introduces us to a few 

new individuals who have entered the New Hampshire plan-

ning sphere. 

Many of you are familiar with the 

worked done by Chris Parker, AICP 

in developing the State’s first Form 

Based Code for the Town of Dover.  

You may also have read his planning 

blog or seen his City of Dover face-

book page.  Given, his numerous con-

tributions to his community, and to 

planning in the state at large, the 

New Hampshire Planner’s Association 

is happy to recognize Chris’ recent 

promotion to Director of Planning and Strategic Initiatives, 

effective December 2014.  This advancement comes after 

serving for 7 years with the City of Dover as Director of Plan-

ning and Community Development.   

In addition to his department’s land use and community de-

velopment responsibilities, Parker’s new role will include sup-

port all municipal departments with strategic planning activi-

ties, will oversee downtown development/redevelopment 

projects, and will assist the City Manager with special projects 

and other community initiatives.  

Chris who lives in Dover, has had various positions with the 

City since being hired in 1997, and was named the profession-

al planner of the year for both the State of New Hampshire 

and Northern New England in 2011. 

Among the projects that Parker has worked on for the City of 

Dover he is most proud of the McConnell Center a project 

where a 100,000 square foot former high school was rehabili-

tated into a human service hub for the Dover community, the 

development of a proactive customer service based planning 

and development process in Dover which encourages public 

participation and education, and a complete revamping of the 

City’s Capital Improvement’s Program, including multi-media 

elements to enhance the ability of citizens to understand and 

participate in this vital link between Dover’s Master Plan and 

financial policies.   

Chris has also been active with the NHPA mentorship pro-

gram.  When I was still relatively new to the state, having 

moved to NH from WY, I approached him to see if he would 

be interested in being my mentor.  He generously volunteered 

and gave me numerous pointers, including guidance as to 

how to structure my essay’s for the AICP application.  Kudos 

to Chris for fulfilling his AICP duty of assisting other APA 

member in obtaining her AICP! 

C h e c k  o u t  C h r i s ’  P l a n n i n g  b l o g : 

http://dovernhplanning.tumblr.com/ 

City of Dover Facebook page managed by Chris: 

www.facebook.com/pages/Dover-NH/City-of-Dover-NH-

Planning/446789895351 

Another veteran NH Plan-

ner, Kerry Diers, Esq., 

AICP recently took her 

career in a new direction.  

At the start of 2015, she 

began work as Director of 

Planning and Communi-

cations with Normandeau 

Associates, a private con-

sulting firm.  In her new role, Kerrie will be splitting her time 

between providing technical support on land use for projects 

and coordinating Normandeau’s client service groups 

Kerrie’s career path brought her to this new position after 

serving 10 years with the Nashua Regional Planning Commis-

sion for which she was the Executive Director for 6 years and 

Assistant Director for 4 years.   

While working with the Nashua Regional Planning Commis-

sion, Diers participated in Granite State Future and she was 

instrumental in leading the HUD-funded NH Sustainable 

Communities Regional Planning Grant.   Diers served as the 

spokesperson and face of the project at local, statewide and 

national levels. One of the largest public engagement and 

planning efforts in New Hampshire history, this Granite State 

Future brings together New Hampshire’s state, regional and 

local agencies, as well non-profit organizations, in a statewide 

effort to determine local values and needs, integrate planning 

across sectors, and develops a vision for New Hampshire’s 

regions. The product of this project was nine regional plans 

for sustainable development, a statewide snapshot, and goals 

and implementation strategies that help local communities 

preserve their quality of life and help direct future develop-

ment. 

Kerrie has worked at the local, state and regional levels in 

planning for almost 20 years, served on the NHPA Executive 

Committee for a number of years as President, as well as 

NNECAPA Legislative liaison. 

 

State Grapevines 
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In December 2014, David 

Brooks, AICP was promoted 

to Planning and Zoning Di-

rector of the City of Lebanon 

after a nationwide search was 

conducted to fill the position.  

According to City Manager 

Greg Lewis, Brooks’ technical skills, professionalism and com-

mitment to the city set him apart from the other candidates. 

Brooks, who has been studying and working in the field of 

Zoning and Land use Planning since 1996, previously served 

as Senior Planner for the City. 

According to Valley News, one of Brook’s tasks in his new role 

will be to engage the community in discussions about the 

future of the City’s downtown, particularly in light of the re-

cent closing of Lebanon College and structural problems with 

a nearby pedestrian tunnel. 

“The closure of Lebanon College, arguably, represents an op-

portunity,” Brooks said in an interview with the Valley News in 

November. It’s an “opportunity to really reimagine what 

downtown Lebanon looks like.” 

Before coming to Lebanon, David worked in both the private 

and public sector holding positions in Vermont, New York, 

Idaho, and Oregon.  He holds a B.S. degree in Industrial Engi-

neering from North Carolina State University and Master of 

Urban and Regional Planning, Portland State University, Port-

land, Oregon. Outside of planning, David’s interests include 

golf, hiking, skiing, and travel. 

The big shoes David left upon 

accepting his promotion as Plan-

ning and Zoning Director are be-

ing filled by Margaret Howard-

Heretakis, LA, AICP. 

Maggie Howard-Heretakis was 

hired as an Associate Planner with 

Lebanon in November 2014. This 

is her first time back in New Eng-

land since receiving her BA from Middlebury College in Ver-

mont over a decade ago.  

Maggie brings planning experience from Austin, TX, where 

she mainly focused on residential development. A big part of 

her work in Austin was working with a new ordinance known 

as the Residential Design and Compatibility Ordinance--or as 

everyone else called it-the McMansion Ordinance--which cre-

ated new design standards for residential development in the 

urban core.  Her duties included working as staff liaison with 

the new Residential Design and Compatibility Design Com-

mission, supporting the Zoning Board of Adjustment, and 

working as part of the Development Assistance Center, which 

is the initial interface between the community and the Plan-

ning Department.  

In Lebanon, Maggie’s work is focused on reviewing develop-

ment applications and assisting in the implementation of the 

Lebanon Master Plan. She is also assisting the Heritage Com-

mission with a current grant from the NH Division of Historical 

Resources on outreach and education related to neighbor-

hood character zones, which will hopefully lead to future 

grants to help identify new neighborhood character zones in 

Lebanon.  

Welcome to the Granite State Maggie! 

The City of Concord’s Planning Department has been under-

going a total change of guard in the past 12 months.  You 

may recall Nancy Larson’s introduction City as Planning Direc-

tor last Spring.  As Nancy took the lead she has been tasked 

with hiring practically her entire planning staff as her Assistant 

Planner retired and her Senior planner took up an opportunity 

with a different town.   

While the City is still in the 

process of filling the Senior 

Planner position, Concord 

welcomed Heather Shank, 

LA, AICP as their new Assis-

tant City Planner this fall.  As 

both a licensed Landscape 

Architect and Certified Plan-

ner, Heather will be lending her expertise in plan review, com-

munity development, project management, ordinance amend-

ments, master and comprehensive planning, public outreach, 

and regional planning or site design when needed.  

A native of Central New York, Shank’s career path has led her 

up and down the east coast.  She worked for Thomas Comitta 

Associates in southeast Pennsylvania for 5 years as a land-

scape architecture and planning consultant for multiple mu-

nicipalities.  Among a wide range of responsibilities, she pri-

marily reviewed plans, drafted ordinances, guidelines, and 

legal reports, and produced the occasional site plan.  Heather 

then worked for the regional planning agency in Chattanooga, 

Tennessee for 2 years where she managed a range of respon-

sibilities.   She was responsible for downtown development, 

managed an EPA funded master plan project, and assisted 

with a variety of agency-wide ordinance and comprehensive 

plan updates.  

As a recent transplant to New Hampshire, Heather has fallen 

in love with Concord and is looking forward to settling down 
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permanently with her family. You may see her out biking, hik-

ing, camping, or canoeing, once her toddler is old enough to 

keep up! 

Congratulations to Charles “Lou” 

Simms in his new position as a 

Portfolio Associate with Maine 

Technology Institute (MTI). They 

just hired an outstanding individu-

al! He received his Masters of Sci-

ence in Resource Administration 

Management at the University of 

New Hampshire in December 

2014 and has been a student rep-

resentative on the Executive Com-

mittee of the NNECAPA since 

2013. We are confident that he 

will continue to support planning efforts in Maine, New 

Hampshire, and Vermont and we wish him well in this new 

venture.  

 

Maine 

By Rebecca Schaffner, ME State Director 

This past year the Androscoggin Valley Council of Govern-

ments (AVCOG) honored the Good Food Council of Lewis-

ton-Auburn for their commitment to education, advocacy 

and community-based decision making to shape a food sys-

tem where the entire community of Lewiston-Auburn has ac-

cess to good food.  The Council of emerged to address food-

related challenges outlined by the community, and is made up 

of representatives from a variety of businesses, agencies, and 

sectors.  The Council released a report called the Community 

Food Assessment (CFA), which is the first report of its kind 

published in Maine, and highlights the opportunities and chal-

lenges related to how the community feeds itself.  

 

Eastern Maine Development Corp has partnered with the 

Husson University Center for Family Business to offer a series 

of workshops designed to help new and existing business 

owners learn how to navigate challenges and seize opportuni-

ties.  Workshops will cover the dynamics and issues of family 

owned businesses, retirement planning for business owners, 

buying and selling a business, and business ethics and strate-

gies. 

 

The Greater Portland Council of Governments celebrated 

the 10th year of the Route 113 Corridor Committee.  The Com-

mittee has been meeting on a bimonthly basis since 2004 to 

advance regional priorities for economic development.  The 

Committee’s accomplishments include: partnering with Gold-

en Eagle Railway to leverage private sector capital to rebuild 

the Mountain Division rail line; adoption of the first Corridor 

Management Plan for the Pequawket Trail Scenic Byway; a 

shipper’s Summit to connect businesses with potential freight 

operators; and a buildout analysis of nodes along the Moun-

tain Division to spur redevelopment of Brownfields sites asso-

ciated with future rail and trail uses.  An anniversary video can 

be viewed here. 

 

The Hancock County Planning Commission (HPCP) is work-

ing with the town of Stonington to identify coastal infrastruc-

ture, businesses and housing that may be at greater risk of 

flooding in the future, and to develop adaptation alternatives.  

HCPC is employing GIS technology to overlay Stonington’s 

current infrastructure with projected flood events to identify 

affected properties. Town assessment data are used to meas-

ure the potential losses in a major or catastrophic flood.  The 

next step will be to work with local leaders to identify alterna-

tives for adapting to flooding risks. These alternatives range 

from continuing with business as usual, elevating buildings to 

withstand floods, building berms or flood walls or moving 

infrastructure to higher ground.  

 

The Kennebec Valley Council of Governments, in partner-

ship with AVCOG and SEDC, has begun the Western Maine 

Plan for Townships and Plantations.   Using Community Guid-

ed Planning and Zoning (CGPZ) the initiative will assist Frank-

lin and Somerset Counties to prospectively plan for land uses 

in portions of the unorganized and de-organized areas in 

those counties (UT). CGPZ is a process that allows residents, 

property owners, businesses and other interested parties to 

work together to plan for future land uses of specific areas, 

including new appropriate uses that may include business, 

residential and/or recreational uses. Rather than a “top – 

down” plan from a State agency, this is an opportunity for a 

locally-driven redrawing of the map in the UT where co-

operative, grassroots solutions can be agreed upon by the 

participants and documented for the LUPC’s consideration. 

Lincoln County Regional Planning Commission has com-

pleted its Lincoln County Stream Barriers project.  The pur-

pose of Lincoln County Stream Barriers is to improve access to 

and the quality of habitat for Atlantic salmon, alewives, sea 

run rainbow smelt and native brook trout throughout Lincoln 

County. The map viewer presents information on the location 

and condition of state and local road culverts that may be 

adversely affecting access to spawning, rearing habitat and 

growing habitat for these four important fish species. It is 

hoped that by making communities aware of these culverts, 
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over time they can be improved, upgraded or replaced as 

necessary to expand the populations of these species 

throughout the county. 

This past year Northern Maine Development Commission 

(NMDC) was proud to be a part of Aroostook, Washington, 

and Piscataquis counties’ designation as a Great Region by the 

US Department of Agriculture Rural Development.  NMDC was 

cited by the Department as one of three key, leading organi-

zations in facilitating the activities in the region.  A Great Re-

gion is one with a regional economic development plan craft-

ed through broad participation and built upon careful analysis 

of the region’s assets.  For this region assets include food sys-

tems and a bio-based economy.  Aroostook, Washington and 

Piscataquis are the only areas in Maine to receive the designa-

tion. In the northeast, the only other Great Region is in Ver-

mont. 

 

Southern Maine Planning and Development Commission 

has been selected to lead the development of the City of 

Saco’s Beach Management Plan.  This document is being de-

veloped to assist the city with the long-term planning and 

maintenance of the entire Saco beach system. The document 

will be the centerpiece of the Army Corp and U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife’s permitting for the ongoing redevelopment of the 

Camp Ellis beach system. The document will include such is-

sues as: How to protect the Piping Plover and the Red Knot 

birds since they both appear on the Endangered Species list, 

long-term replenishment of the sand and vegetation for the 

beach system as well as short-term maintenance from storm 

events.  

Washington County Council of Governments has updated 

its Local Food in Washington County database.  GROWashing-

ton-Aroostook and the University of Maine at Machias GIS 

Service Center created a GIS map of Maine's Local Food Net-

work to help producers find buyers, distributors find markets, 

food pantries find excess product and much more.   

 

Vermont 

By Mark Kane, VT State Director 

Greetings from the frozen west coast of New England!   It has 

been a busy start to the year with lots of activity; a good thing 

to keep us all warm! 

The Vermont Planners Association (VPA) celebrated its 25th 

Anniversary this past autumn and, as part of the celebration at 

the Shelburne Museum, the organization began a dialogue on 

a new Strategic Plan.  Through a facilitated workshop, a wide 

variety of issues were discussed including conversations about 

what planning looks like 25 years into the future!   From this 

effort VPA has established a committee led by Clare Rock and 

Peg Elmer-Hough to work through the early part of 2015 to 

draft a new strategic plan.  The committee hopes to have a 

draft set of goals and action items out to the membership for 

review and comment in the near future.  Look for a member-

ship survey and a presentation of strategic plan elements 

soon. 

Sharon Murray, the Vermont Legislative Liaison, has been 

dutifully tracking ongoing legislative efforts in Montpelier.  

Key issues that are driving conversations related to planning 

issues include energy facility siting (wind and solar, mostly) 

and extending the statutory town planning cycle from its cur-

rent 5 years to 10 years.  This has been a hot topic on the VPA 

ListServe over the past month or so with many raising con-

cerns about a loss of community planning and others hoping 

it might drive more focus on implementation.  The VPA Execu-

tive Committee has endorsed the notion of a 10 year plan and 

will likely be introducing a proposal to the Vermont legislature 

soon.  

The VPA Awards Committee (led by Polly McMurty, pol-

ly.mcmurtry@gail.com) is actively soliciting submission for the 

VPA Awards.  Those interested in submitting nominations for 

professional planners, citizen planner, plan and project of the 

year should contact Polly for nomination forms.  Let’s all share 

the good examples of our profession and work with others! 

The VPA Spring Workshop will be held on May 29th in St. 

Johnsbury, Vermont.  Paul Conner is heading up the work-

shop planning committee which is focusing the meeting on 

communication tools, good design, and example stories.  I 

hope everyone can attend.  It will be a great chance to get 

together and think about one of the biggest challenges facing 

planners; how to communicate complex issues with the public.  

More information will be forthcoming to VPA members on the 

details of the workshop.  Stay tuned! 

While we are still in the depths of winter, it’s not too soon to 

think about spring and trees!  The Vermont Urban and Com-

munity Forest Program (www.vermontcommunityforesty.org) 

recently announced $40,000 of funding available for the 

“2015 Communities Caring for Canopy” Grants. Proposals 

will be considered for projects and initiatives that help com-

munities care for tree canopy by taking steps towards devel-

oping and sustaining a community-wide tree program.  Pro-

posals are due April 10th, 2015.  Grant information, docu-

ments, and proposal instructions can be found online. For 

more information, contact Danielle Fitzko at dan-

ielle.fitzko@state.vt.us. 
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By Ben Frost, AICP, Professional Development Officer 

You may remember Claudia Folska, the keynote speaker at the 2013 NNECAPA Conference in 

Meredith NH.  She’s the Denver-based blind urban planner with a dual Ph.D. who tried to get 

half of her audience to be blind too, for an hour.  Her talk focused on what planners can do to 

help visually impaired or blind people get around – wayfinding for the blind.  She also asked us 

to film her talk.  What started out as a simple project grew into a major production, including a 

successful Kickstarter campaign and interviews with many other people in many different places.   

The end product will be an hour-long documentary called “In Blind Sight,” borrowing the title 

from Claudia’s dissertation, featuring the perspectives of different blind people who will help 

planners to think a little differently about the built environment.  The documentary will premiere 

this spring in Concord, and will also be shown at the APA Region 1 Conference in Saratoga 

Springs, NY.   

As an introduction, though, we’ve produced a 19-minute promotional short of the documentary 

to help you get a sense of what it’s all about.  You can see that here: https://vimeo.com/119026513.  Let us know what you think!  

Contact me, Ben Frost, at bfrost@nhhfa.org.   

NHPA Introduces “In Blind Sight” 

And lastly….our friends at the Vermont Chapter of the Ameri-

can Society of Landscape Architects (VTASLA) is having its 

annual Ski Day at the Sugarbush Resort on March 6, 2015.  A 

great daily rate has been provided for the ski day ($54) and it’s 

open to all allied professionals.  So, if you’re a VPA or NNECAPA 

member and find yourselves in the area in early March, consider 

joining the VTASLA crew for a fun day on the hill!  For more 

information contact Adam Portz at aportz@segroup.com, 
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Region 1 APA Conference 

SAVE THE DATE - June 25-26, 2014 - Saratoga Springs, NY  
 

APA Webcasts 

 March 20 - Northern New England Chapter - Housing for People with Disa-

bilities: A Civil Rights Lens - Alison Barkoff and Ben Frost - CM Pending - 

#e.29642 - LAW CREDIT! 

 

 March 13 - Northern New England Chapter - Responding to FCC New Col-

location Rules - How to Avoid "Deemed Granted" - Gerard Lederer - CM 

Pending - #e.29641 - LAW CREDIT! 

 

 February 27 - Utah Chapter - Millenials and Mobility in the Modern West - 

Julia Collins and Richard Brockmeyer, AICP - CM Pending - #e.29639 

 

To register for the webcasts visit: http://www.utah-apa.org/

webcasts 

Consult our Calendar frequently for additional professional develop-

ment opportunities: www.nnecapa.org/calendar 
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