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Randy Cohen is Vice President 

of Research and Policy at Ameri-

cans for the Arts, the nation's 
advocacy organization for the 

arts. In his presentation 

"Building Healthier Communi-

ties Through the Arts" he’ll dis-

cuss how an investment does 

more than enhance our quality 
of life—it also improves our 

communities socially, educa-

tionally, and economically.  

Randy will also share new 

trends in audience engagement 

as well as his latest public opin-
ion on the arts research.  

A member of the staff at Ameri-

cans for the Arts since 1991, 

Randy stands out as a noted 

expert in the field of arts fund-

ing, research, policy, and using 
the arts to address community 

development is-

sues. He recently published 

Americans Speak Out About the 
Arts, a national study about the 

public’s opinions and participa-
tion in the arts. He publishes 

The National Arts Index, the an-

nual measure of the health and 

vitality of arts as well as the two 

premier economic studies of the 
arts industry—Arts & Economic 
Prosperity, the national impact 

 

Keynote—Randy Cohen 

 

Planning and the Arts...Community Drama! 

September 8 & 9—Portsmouth, NH.  

Don't miss your chance to attend creative 

and informative sessions as listed in this 
year's preliminary program.  Invite your 

friends, work associates, local non-profits, 

second cousins, etc. as this is an event 

unlike any other.   

 

The conference will feature an opening ple-
nary that explores the fascinating story 

behind the establishment of Portsmouth’s 

African Burying Ground—what started as a public works crisis shifted over 

time to become a commemoration of the lives of slaves in New Hampshire and 

a celebration of their legacy.  Thursday will also feature a great keynote ad-
dress (see below).  The day will be rounded out by an awards reception at 

nearby 3S ArtSpace.   

 

Friday will include the NNECAPA business meeting, concurrent sessions, and 

a post-lunch plenary ethics session for everyone (not just those who need 
AICP credits!).  The conference will conclude with 5 different mobile sessions 

flooding the streets on Friday afternoon.  Planners will occupy Portsmouth! 
 

Concurrent sessions will be organized in three tracks:  

 Planning and Art—the conference’s signature track, planners as artists! 

 Planning Drama!—part soap opera, part doctoral dissertation 

 Kitchen Sink—everything else for you to be a complete planner 

 

This is the last call for the early bird registration discount as well as 

sponsorship.  Take the time now and thank yourself in a month while attend-

ing this informative and creative conference in beautiful Portsmouth! Lee Krohn photo 

Continued on next page 
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Sarah Marchant, AICP, Chapter President 

Your NNECAPA Executive Com-
mittee has made real progress 

on the newly adopted Strategic 

Plan this summer, and we are 

excited to bring you a full up-

date during the Business Meet-
ing at the upcoming “Planning 

and the Arts…Community 

Drama!” Conference,  in Ports-

mouth, NH on September 8th 

and 9th.  More on details of the 

upcoming conference can be found in the news-
letter so read on!  

As to progress on the Strategic Plan forward, the 

Executive Committee has:  

 Taken a comprehensive look at the Executive 

Committee Bylaws and drafted has new ver-

sion for your review and approval in Septem-

ber (exciting right!).  

 Created a new COMMUNICATIONS ACTION 
TEAM (CAT). This amazing group of volunteers 

has started their work to look at how NNE-

CAPA uses its communications resources like 

the newsletter, website, and Facebook; and 

how we can expand our tool box to better 

serve you our membership. We hope to hear 
good things from the CAT over the months 

ahead.   

 Simplified the NNECAPA Awards application 

forms, which will be passed on to each state 

association, to ease the process and stream-

line the information required when submitting 

an application. 

 Started looking at how we can better recognize 

retiring members who have long served the 

Planning Community in Northern New Eng-

land.  

There is more to come before the Conference! 

Thank you to the amazing Executive Committee 

members and volunteers who have given their en-
thusiasm, time and know-how towards making 

these projects realty.  Enjoy the newsletter and I 

hope to see you in September, don’t forget to reg-

ister now for the best prices and to secure a hotel 

room! 

study of nonprofit arts organizations and their 

audiences; and Creative Industries, an annual 

mapping study of the nation’s 703,000 arts es-

tablishments and their employees. Randy led the 

development of the National Arts Policy 
Roundtable, an annual convening of leaders who 

focus on the advancement of American culture, 

launched in 2006 in partnership with Robert 

Redford and the Sundance Institute. His 10 Rea-
sons to Support the Arts Blog recently received 

the Gold Award from the Association of Media & 

Publishing—their top honor for best blog post of 

the year. In the late 1990’s, Randy collaborated 
with the President’s Committee on the Arts and 

the Humanities to create Coming Up Taller, the 

White House report on arts programs for youth-

at-risk; and the U.S. Department of Justice to 

produce the YouthARTS Project, the first national 

study to statistically document the impact of arts 
programs on at-risk youth. A sought after speak-

er, Randy has given speeches in 49 states, and 

regularly appears in the news media—including 

the Wall Street Journal, The New York Times, and 

on C-SPAN, CNN, CNBC, and NPR. 

Randy has been a policy specialist for the Nation-
al Endowment for the Arts, founded the San Die-

go Theatre for Young Audiences and served as its 

managing director, as well as worked in medical 

research for Stanford University and Scripps 

Clinic and Research Foundation. His board work 
includes the League of Historic American Thea-

ters. He was Chairman of the Takoma Park Arts 

& Humanities Commission for three years, dur-

ing which time the Commission completed a cul-

tural plan, established the city’s Poet Laureate 

and public art programs, and a million dollar 
conversion of the city council chambers into a 

performing arts space.  
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New Hampshire 

Elizabeth Wood, AICP, New Hampshire State Director 

As NH State Director I have been 

compiling the Grapevine column 

for Yankee Planner since June of 

2013.  In doing this each quarter, 
I generally ask for the featured 

individual or their supervisor to 

provide me with a write up for in-

clusion in Yankee Planner, as 

usually this is the best way to ob-

tain the most accurate and rele-
vant information.  While I do edit 

each article, I am not the author 

and I much appreciate the assis-

tance I have from others in 

providing the column to you.  As I 
underwent my own job transition 

this April, I now find myself 

“forced” to write my own feature 

as this is the typical process for 

this column.  As planners, it is 

not easy to write about ourselves 
as we tend not to feel comfortable 

“tooting our own horns”; however, 

in a world where we too often go 

unrecognized, we are doing a dis-

service to our fellow planners and 
to the planning profession in 

Northern New England if we do 

not share our paths with our 

peers.  Exchanging knowledge 

and experience advances our pro-

fession in ways we can only begin 
to imagine.  With that, I share my 

own journey in this month’s 

grapevine. (Please excuse the 

third person narrative as I am 

keeping to the traditional format.) 

Elizabeth Wood, AICP embarked 

on a career transition beginning 

April 1.  On “April Fool’s Day”, 

Wood made no fool of herself as 

she bade farewell to her colleges 

in Windham, NH where she was 
the Community Planner for six 

and a half years, and caught a 

plane that very evening to Phoenix 

where she met up with fellow 

NNECAPA members to take full 
advantage of the annual APA con-

ference.  Wood presented a ses-

sion at the conference, titled 

“Advocating Planning through 

Mainstream Culture”, and en-

courages all other planners think-
ing about attending the APA con-

ference in New York next May to 

also consider submitting a pro-

posal (hint: these are due August 

25th!).  Wood’s presentation em-
phasized the importance of Advo-

cating for the Planning to the out-

side world because if us planners 

don’t advocate for ourselves, who 

will?  Wood completed additional 

advocacy work the past year as 
she interviewed 17 US presiden-

tial candidates during the NH pri-
mary and asked them questions 

related to planning while lobbying 

them regarding the importance of 

our profession.  In February 

2016, Wood’s article about the 
experience, titled “Planning and 

the Presidency” was published in 

Planning Magazine.  At this point, 

NNECAPA planners can rest easy 

knowing that both Donald Trump, 

the Republican nominee, and Hil-
lary Clinton, the Democratic nom-

inee, know what planning is and 

are aware of the American Plan-

ning Association as a resource for 

their initiatives.  Whether they 

seek our advice or not…well, 
that’s a different story!   

In any case, Wood enjoyed work-

ing on the primaries article and 

along the way, in interviewing 

dozens and dozens of people—
discussing planning with each 

and every one--she met a private 

developer from San Diego that 

needed a planner.  After 5 months 

of negotiation, Wood agreed to 

accept the developer as a client.  
In order to do this, she formed her 

own LLC through legal zoom, and 

purchased a domain name 

through GoDaddy.com.   At this 

juncture Wood is working on site 
location for a new biochemical 

plant and industrial park.  While 

she misses her Windham board 

members, citizens, coworkers, 

and yes—even the developers—

she enjoys the change of pace this 
brings.  She loves the travel that 

is required and relishes the op-

portunity to assist in working on 

a project that may assist this 

country in transitioning off of our 
reliance on petroleum products.  

Where this new endeavor will take 

Wood in the months to come, she 

doesn’t fully know, but she’s ok 

with that.  She’s planning! 

The Town of Windham, NH has 
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New Hampshire (cont’d) 

experienced a double dose of turn 

over, as Wood’s supervisor Laura 

Scott resigned her position as the 

Community Development Direc-

tor for the Town of Windham 

and accepted a position with The 

Friends Program, a Concord-
based nonprofit agency that re-

cruits, trains and manages volun-

teers for community projects.   

Nashua is also doing doubles, as 

the City recently hired two key 
officials! 

The City is pleased to announce 

its acquisition of James Vayo, 

AICP who was hired to serve as 

Nashua’s Downtown Specialist, 

Economic Development Divi-
sion of the Mayor’s Office.  In 

addition to being AICP, James has 

a formal education in Architecture 

and currently plays a pivotal role 
in ensuring good urban planning 

and form are considered for devel-

opment projects envisioned for 

Downtown Nashua. Prior to join-

ing the City of Nashua in Febru-
ary, James worked with Renais-

sance Downtowns as a project 

manager for 7 years. His time 

with Renaissance Downtowns in-

volved working on the design and 

land approvals of several develop-
ment projects throughout the 

northeast. 

Vayo also previously lead a 

crowdsourcing initiative known as 

"Visualize Nashua", which provid-
ed opportunities for community 

input relative to development in 

Downtown Nashua. James is a 

New Hampshire native and has a 

strong public presence in the 

community. Through Visualize 
Nashua, James has been able to 

help facilitate the creation of a 

street art organization as well as 

an urban community garden. 

James also serves as a board 
member for NeighborWorks 

Southern New Hampshire, an or-

ganization which brings afforda-

ble housing and home ownership 

education to Southern New 

Hampshire.   

Although there is a new Deputy 

Planning Manager in Nashua, 

Linda Panny is a familiar face 

around the city.  Originally from 

NJ, she moved to Nashua in 

1986.  In 2006 a position opened 

up in Community Development 

and she has been here ever since, 
first in Zoning and now in Plan-

ning.  A graduate of Southern 

New Hampshire University,  Linda 

works with the Planning Board 

and Conservation Commis-

sion.  In her free time she can be 
found quilting, skiing or taking 

part in road races all over New 

England.  

Tim Cummings, Nashua’s new 

Economic Development Direc-
tor, is a Burlington, Massachu-

setts native, which is where he 

first learned economic develop-

ment, being the son of a planner. 

He grew up with conversations 

over the dinner table often center-
ing on community planning is-

sues and problem. Tim went on to 

study political science at Suffolk 

University in Boston. Initially, out 

of college Tim went down to work 
for Congress in Washington D.C. 

following a more politically orien-

tated path; however, he missed 

the New England area and transi-

tioned home a few short years lat-

er in a job in the Massachusetts 
State House working for his 

hometown State Representative.  

While working for the Common-

wealth of Massachusetts Tim de-

cided to go on and obtain a grad-
uate degree from Northeastern 

University's School of Public Poli-

cy and Urban Affairs. Tim began 

to focus his work exclusively on 

local government working in a va-

riety of municipalities in Massa-
chusetts. Most recently for Marl-

borough (pop: 40,000). While in 

Marlborough Tim worked as the 

Executive Director of the Marlbor-

ough Economic Development Cor-
poration ("MEDC") the City's eco-
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Vermont 

Brandy Saxton, AICP, Vermont State Director 

Four Vermont planners obtained 

AICP certification in May 2016:  

 Amanda Holland, AICP—

Regional Planner, Northwest 
Regional Planning Commis-

sion, St. Albans  

 Katelin Brewer-Colie, AICP—

Walk-Bike Technical Assis-

tance Manager, Local Motion 

 Annie Geratowski, AICP—

Development Review Coordi-

nator/Town of Hinesburg and 
soon to be the Planning Direc-

tor and Zoning Administrator 

in the Town of Lyndon 

 Taylar Foster, AICP—Planning 

Consultant, Rooted Solutions 

The Vermont Planners Association 

has formed a Social Committee, 
charged with creating opportuni-

ties for peer-to-peer networking, 

community engagement, group 

activity and relaxation in social 

settings. Jacob Hemmerick, the 
Planning Director in the Town of 

Milton, organized this after-work 

hike and beer tasting in Colches-

ter. Pictured left to right: Carol 

Dangle, Cathyann LaRose, Greg 

Duggan and Alex Weinhagen.   

The Mad River Valley Planning 

District (MRVPD) has hired its 
second full-time employee. In ad-

dition to Executive Director, Josh-

ua Schwartz, MRVPD is pleased 

to welcome Kristine Keeney on 

board as the Community Planner. 

Kristine is taking tackling the 
challenges of transportation and 

housing issues in the valley, as 

well as data and community out-

reach. Kristine comes to MRVPD 

from the Transportation Division 
of the City of Portland, Maine, 

where she served as the City’s Bi-

cycle and Pedestrian Program Co-

ordinator for two years. She spe-

cialized in the planning and 

project management of 
transportation infrastruc-

ture projects that increase 

safety for users of all modes 

and abilities. Prior to her 

work in Maine, Kristine 

worked at a transportation 
planning consulting firm 

where she designed and ad-

ministered surveys and ana-

lyzed data to help business-

es and universities identify 

incentives to support alternative 

ways of commuting to 

work. Kristine earned a Master's 
Degree from the Urban & Envi-

ronmental Policy and Planning 

program at Tufts University and a 

Bachelor’s Degree from American 

University. Prior to beginning her 

work with the MRVPD, Kristine 
had spent time in the area enjoy-

ing all of the outdoor opportuni-

ties the Valley has to offer.  

Vermont planners take a well-

deserved break at the VPA Sum-

mer BBQ at Peg Elmer’s home on 

the White River. Front (left to 

right): Mark Kane, Kate McCar-

thy, Dana Hanley. Back (left to 

right): Phil Dechert, Steve 
Lotspeich, Amanda Holland, Peg 

Elmer.  
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Maine 

Carol Eyerman, AICP, Maine State Director 

 

State Grapevines (continued) 

General or Save the Date 

***Look for workshops that fellow 

MAP members will be a part of in 
collaboration with others at the 

Maine Municipal Association 

(MMA) Convention this October. 

*** 

The Maine Association of Plan-

ners (MAP) held their Annual 
Conference on May 20th at REM 

in Waterville. I want to commend 

the committee for its commitment 

in bringing us an incredible con-

ference this year! This conference 
would not have been possible 

without the dedication and count-

less volunteer hours. It is always 

our primary goal to make the an-

nual conference a valued educa-

tional and networking event. We 
recognize that your time is valua-

ble and we worked hard to max-

imize the worth in what we offer 

and your investment in the pro-

fession. MAP worked tirelessly to 
create a premiere event. 

Following are a few highlights 

from the educational sessions: 

 Comprehensive Plan-

ning: Two sessions on com-

prehensive sparked a vibrant 

discussion among attendees. 
Read a recap of the sessions 

by Jamie Francomano.  

 Rural Planning: A discussion 

on the challenges of scale in 

Maine's most rural places. 

 Community Heart & Soul 

Reunion Panel: Three Maine 

towns talk about results from 
using Orton Family Founda-

tion's Community Heart & 

Soul model for community 

planning.  

Vanessa Farr and Kara Wilbur of 

Build Maine, in collaboration 
with others, returned to Lewiston 

on June 22 and 23 with a pro-

gram of dynamic, nationally re-

nowned speakers that included 

Joe Minicozzi, Bernice Radle, and 

James Howard Kunstler as well 
as locally known experts, Kevin 

Sutherland, Jonathan Nass, Peter 

Bass, Russell Preston, and Miro 

Weinberger.  They took a deeper 

look into the innovative tools for 
doing more with less. 

A diverse array of people in-

volved in the work of building 

Maine — builders, funders, 

elected officials, engineers, law-

yers, planners, finance institu-
tions, and rule-makers — all 

converged to share best practic-

es and aspirations for moving 

Maine forward within the reality 

of the new economy. The con-
versations mixed with nationally 

renowned leaders in the fields of 

street design, real estate devel-

opment, and public service to 

introduce ideas on how to do 

more with less. 

Musical Chairs 

A note from Abby King “…I want-

ed to let you all know that I am 

moving on from the Bicycle Coali-

tion of Maine after three amazing 
years here. It has been such a 

pleasure to work with all of the 

volunteers and professionals I've 

met in the course of this job. I'm 

sad to go, but excited for the next 

chapter. I'm so grateful to all of 
you for the opportunity to work 

with you, learn from you, and get 

to know you. Thank you!   

The Greater Portland Council of 

Governments (GPCOG), a regional 

planning agency representing 26 
cities and towns that stretch from 

Casco Bay to the Lakes Region, 

announced that Kristina Egan 

will serve as the new Executive 

Director of the agency. She will be 

replacing Neal Allen who is retir-
ing after 18 years of service as the 

Executive Director of GPCOG.  

Kristina Egan, who lives in Free-

port, currently serves as the Di-

rector of Transportation for Mas-
sachusetts, a coalition of 58 busi-

ness, environmental, planning 

and transit organizations in that 

state. 

North, South, East, and West - 

Fun Projects and Awards 

MAP is pleased to announce the 

winners of our 2016 annual 

awards: 

 Plan of the Year: Falmouth 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan, Town 

of Falmouth. 

Project of the Year: The Rural 

Business Development Zone, 

Land Use Planning Commission 
(LUPC) & Northern Maine Devel-

opment Commission (NMDC) 

Planning is still alive at the 

University of Southern Maine in 

The Muskie School’s Master's in 

Policy, Planning, and Manage-
ment (MPPM), while not a stand-

alone program, the combined unit 

prepares graduates for leadership 

roles in government, nonprofit 

organizations, and the private 
sector by developing a strong, 

multi-disciplinary foundation of 

skills and knowledge in the fields 
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State Grapevines (continued) 

of policy, planning, and manage-

ment. If you have questions, our 

NNECAPA staff liaison, Yuseung 
Kim, who is an Assistant Professor 

and Chair of the Graduate Pro-

gram in Policy, Planning, and Man-

agement (MPPM) will be able to 

help. Also, Mark Lapping Profes-

sor Emeritus, and MAP Board 
member can assist. 

Chris Huck and the planners at 

Kennebec Valley Council of Gov-

ernments (KVCOG) are working 

with communities on planning for 
or implementing sustainability. 

KVCOG participates with Sustain 

MidMaine on sustainability initia-

tives for the Waterville area that 

include recycling, transportation 

planning, local foods, and climate 
change adaptation. 

Hancock County Planning Com-

mission (HCPC) are part of 

STREAM SMART which is a col-

laboration of partners including 
Maine Audubon, The Nature Con-

servancy, the Maine Departments 

of Environmental Protection and 

Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, and 

others. The program promotes and 

focuses attention on the problems 
associated with poorly-designed 

road-stream crossings, and pro-

motes their reconstruction. Poorly-

designed and maintained bridges 

and culverts can hinder the ability 

of fish and wildlife populations to 

traverse, access, and feed naturally 
in our streams and waterways. Im-

properly-sized culverts can also 

reduce the flood capacity of 

streams, undermining the cross-

ings and creating road safety haz-

ards. The Stream Smart program 
suggests redesigning these bad 

crossings by focusing on the four 

“S”s;  

1. Span the stream. Spanning the 

stream involves the replace-
ment of pinched or undersized 

culverts that narrow the flow of 

the stream with broad, 

spanned crossings that encom-

pass the natural width of the 

stream bed.  

2. Set the elevation right. Replace 

any hung culverts or other 

physical barriers to ensure the 

elevation of the stream crossing 

matches the natural stream 
elevation.  

3. Slope matches the stream. The 

stream crossing bed should 

also be designed so that it 

matches and maintains the 

stream’s natural slope.  

4. Substrate in the crossing. 

Sand, cobbles, and other natu-

ral streambed substrate mate-

rials should lie within the 

crossing, as throughout the 
natural stream.  

And HCPC is about to enter the 

third and final year of its current 

brownfields assessment grant. This 

grant has allowed them to hire an 

environmental consultant to inves-
tigate the extent and nature of 

contamination and prepare clean-

up plans for properties with signifi-

cant contamination. Some of their 

accomplishments have been big 
such as preparing clean-up plans 

for the Hancock Tannery site and 

parts of the former Navy facility in 

Corea. The smaller projects are 

also valuable. Their consultant has 

assessed conditions at small busi-
ness operations in Ellsworth and 

Surry. This allows the owners to 

invest in these properties without 

having to worry about environmen-

tal contamination. Other sites are 
still under investigation or are 

awaiting approval from U.S. Envi-

ronmental Protection Agency. 

Overall, they have used brown-

fields funding to assess sites that 

have provided access to the shore, 
created jobs, and opened new are-

as to recreation. 

nomic development arm charged 

with executing on an ambitious 

economic development master 
plan. During Tim's tenure he 

worked with private sector part-

ners to backfill a large amount of 

vacant office space (2.5M sq/ft) 

through a rigorous marketing and 

outreach campaign. Tim lives with 
his wife Amy in West Roxbury and 

when Tim is not working you can 

find him playing with his 2 dogs 

(Grover Cleveland & Winston 

Churchill). 

With Tim’s skill, experience, and 
political background, perhaps we 

have identified another strong 

planning advocate in our midst!  

We surely have much to look for-

ward to with his entry into NH 

planning!  Welcome to Northern 
New England and to the Granite 

State Tim! 

On July 18th, New Hampshire lost 

an icon when Van McLeod passed 

away at the age of 70 years young.  
McLeod had been the Commis-

sioner of Cultural Resources in 

New Hampshire for 24 years.  Look 

for a tribute to McLeod in the Fall 

edition of Yankee Planner.  Condo-

lences to Van’s wife Joanie and 
daughter Chelsea. 

New Hampshire (continued from page 4) 
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coUrbanize 
 

Sandrine Thibault 
NNECAPA Vice-President 
 
coUrbanize is a city development platform to help 

communities and developers build better cities, 

together. The project sites help developers distrib-

ute information and gather online feedback from 

residents and community stakeholders. When 
project information is easily accessible, communi-

ties can avoid costly misunderstandings and more 

people can participate in the process. City devel-

opment affects many people and coUrbanize en-

sures that everyone’s voice can be heard. 

coUrbanize is also used as a platform to gather 
input during a long-range planning effort, like a 

comprehensive plan update, a corridor study or 

any other type of planning projects. It’s an easy to 

use platform that allows communities to get an-

swer to specific questions they want feedback on. 
The base map application is user friendly and 

provides a quick snapshot of participants’ com-

ments.  

How can people participate? 

 Comment! This is the best way to add your 

thoughts or advocate for an idea. 

 Follow a project to stay in the loop with 

email updates. (When you follow a project 
you’ll get an email whenever the developer 

posts an update to the site. You’ll also get 

notified when people support, like, or reply 

to one of your comments. These updates will 

keep you in the loop as the project moves 

through the development process and give 
you the details on important upcoming 

meetings and milestone events.) 

 Upvote or like other members’ comments to 

show your support. 

 Take a survey (not all projects have surveys) 

- filling out a survey requires you to login to 

coUrbanize. All survey responses are anony-
mous and confidential. 

 Attend a meeting - you can find out when 

the next meeting is happening on the Project 

Timeline. 

 

Like many other similar online tools, coUrbanize 

costs money but communities get to try ONE 
free project to take a look and use it right away. 
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State Legislative Updates 

New Hampshire 

Scott Osgood, P.E., NH Legislative Liaison 

NHPA chose to follow 53 bills this session. 

NHPA “Supported” 19 bills, of which 13 passed, 1 

failing the house in close vote, 1 sent for interim 
study, a tax credit for Historic Renovation, and 4 

were not moved to a vote. These Bills included 9 

related to Planning functions, two on energy, three 

on DES funding, one on transportation funding, 

which failed, agritourist, one on funds for historic 

preservation failed. 

NHPPA “Watched “ 23 bills. Of these 2 were sent for 

more study, 10 deemed “Inexpedient to Legis-

late” (ITL, meaning they were killed), 11 were 

passed and 2 tabled. Of these seven dealt with 

Planning issues, two on agriculture, eight on mu-
nicipal/ govt issues, one on Federal Land, one on 

State Codes. A few dealt with the State and Federal 

land issues.  

NHPA “Opposed” 11 bills, with all deemed ITL ex-

cept one limiting the ability of building inspectors 

to enter property vetoed. These dealt with eliminat-
ing funding for land and heritage conservation 

funds, building code issues, home based business 

regulation and reviewing process. 

 A great variety of bills were watched.  Important 

topics included; agritourism, State Building Code, 
DES funding for water and coastal planning, ener-

gy issues with net metering the RGGI fund, energy 

corridors, and the “Prius” fee. 

Seven on Municipal record keeping. 

Fifteen on Planning, ranging on many issues. One 

major item we hoped would pass regarded estab-
lishing a committee to have a strategic plan; it 

failed in a close vote. 

Five planning related bills NHPA opposed did not 

make it out of committee.  

Ten planning related bills we supported, seven 
were passed by with one signed, regarding Accesso-

ry Dwelling Units. These dealt with legal clarifica-

tions, an effort to coordinate the GIS program, and 

a complete streets program was approved for study. 

Mary Friedman, Ph.D. 

UNH, Community and Environ-

mental Planning 

It is August 1st and the first thing I 

did this morning was send a mes-

sage to my six year old granddaugh-
ter in Indiana wishing her a good 

first day in first grade! A lot of firsts 

for her! Thankfully her parents and I 

are more concerned about it than 

she is!  

So I’m busying myself today by prep-

ping for the fall 2016 semester to 

begin on August 29th at UNH. A first 

for me, I will be teaching a freshman

-level “discovery” social science 

course called, Perspectives in Com-

munity Development. My task is to 

introduce students to the goals of 

community development and plan-

ning while at the same time incorpo-

rating the value of diversity of peo-

ple, places, issues and ideas.  

Even the most skilled planner finds 
it challenging to consider the opin-

ions of the various stakeholders that 

make up a community. Do you, as a 

planner or community development 

practitioner, ever struggle to under-

stand a perspective of a constituent 

that is far different from your own? 

Are there times you must suspend 

your own values and ideas so that 

you can see things from another’s 

viewpoint?  

I would enjoy hearing and sharing 

with students the stories you have 

about how you manage to deal with 

diverse ideas in your community. 

Your stories are bound to have an 

impact on how these students can 

better prepare themselves to work 

within diverse communities.  

Please email me if you would like to 

participate in this discussion: 

mary.friedman@unh.edu. Thank 

you! And if you have young kids at 

home, I hope you enjoy getting back 

in the swing of things with lunch-

boxes, homework, school buses and 

crazy after-school schedules. I didn’t 

realize how much I would miss it!  

 

...and a letter from Mary  
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By Susan Wood, AICP—APA Chapter Presidents Council 

The AICP Commission requests your help in 
providing and soliciting feedback on a pro-
posed AICP Candidate Pilot Program that will fos-
ter students’ and other emerging professionals’ 
career development and clarify the path to certifi-
cation. 

The proposed AICP Candidate Pilot Program is 
designed to achieve several key goals: 

 Foster interest in planning as a career; 

 Introduce students and other emerging pro-
fessionals to the ethical and professional 
standards that are the foundation of the AICP 
credential; 

 Provide professional development opportuni-
ties as students and other emerging profes-
sionals begin and progress in their careers; 

 Establish a clearly defined path to AICP certi-

fication; and 

 Maintain—and even enhance—the value and 

integrity of the AICP credential. 

Features of the proposed AICP Candidate Pilot 
Program include: 

 Eligibility will be limited to students in and 

graduates of Planning Accreditation Board-
accredited programs (both graduate and un-
dergraduate). 

 AICP Candidates will be eligible to apply for 

the AICP Comprehensive Planning Exam one 
year earlier than non-AICP Candidates. 

 AICP Candidates must participate in a modi-
fied Certification Maintenance program and 
log a minimum of 16 CM credits during their 
candidacy. 

 AICP Candidates will commit to the AICP 

Code of Ethics and Professional Conduct. 

 AICP Candidates will be authorized to use 

“AICP Candidate” on correspondence, re-
sumes, and other references. 

 Participation in the AICP Candidate Pilot Pro-

gram is limited to five years. 

 AICP Candidates may be matched with a 
mentor to provide support in applying for and 
preparing to take the exam. 

 The AICP exam application fee will be dis-

counted ($15 instead of $70). 

 AICP Candidates will receive an AICP exam 

application toolkit. 

Input is needed to create an AICP Candidate Pilot 
Program that will achieve the Commission’s 
aforementioned goals. 

The Commission wants as many people as possi-
ble to be aware of this proposal and have the op-
portunity to comment by completing a brief 
online survey. 

Learn more about the proposed AICP Candi-
date Pilot Program and take the survey here. 

Please share this information as widely as possi-
ble in your newsletter, by email, or in other ways. 
I encourage you to take this opportunity to reach 
out to students and faculty in the planning pro-
grams in your area. We request that the survey 
be completed by Thursday, September 1. 

APA will augment your efforts, using Interact and 
email to individual members to publicize the pro-
gram and invite feedback. Please direct any ques-
tions to APA at AICPCandidate@planning.org. 

The Commission will consider all comments and 
finalize the details of the AICP Candidate Pilot 
Program this fall. We plan to launch the AICP 
Candidate Pilot Program in August 2017. The 
first opportunity to apply for AICP Candidate sta-
tus will be in November 2017. 

Thank you for offering your personal feedback, 
helping to disseminate information about the 
AICP Candidate Pilot Program, and promoting 
the opportunity to comment to your chapter 
members. 
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Check the online calendar for additional updates: www.nnecapa.org/
calendar 

 

2016 Northern New England Planning Conference 

September 8 & 9, 2016 | Portsmouth, NH 

Register at www.nhplanners.org and check for updates 

Early bird registration discount ends on August 12 

All online registration ends August 31 

 

Can’t make it to Portsmouth?   

 Canadian Institute of Planners national conference will 
be in Quebec City July 5-8.  See: http://
accent2016.ekomobi.com/en/conference-basics 

 Southern New England Planning Conference, Worcester, 
Mass.,  October 20 and 21.  See http://www.sneapa.org/ 

 

Planning Webcast Series 

 August 19 – Transportation Planning Division – Smart 
Growth and FAST Act Bill: The potential implications of FAST 
Act from a Smart Growth Perspective (Part 1) – Speaker: Joe 
McAndrew 

 August 26 – Gays and Lesbians in Planning Division – 
Razing the Bar: Tracing the Evolution of LGBTQ Enclaves in 
San Francisco – Speakers: Shayne Watson and Cade Hob-
bick 

 

You can see the current listing of all webcasts 
at www.ohioplanning.org/planningwebcast 
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SEE SOMETHING?  SAY SOMETHING! 

 

Have you just seen a great presentation or know about a plan 
that’s been wonderfully implemented?  Tell us about it! 

Do you know a planner who deserves recognition but doesn’t 
seek it?  Tell her story! 

Next submission deadline: Friday, September 23.   

Contact NNECAPA Public Information Officer Ben Frost 
(nnecapa.pio@gmail.com) for information. 
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