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Although I try to attend annual meetings of MAP 

and NNECAPA regularly, I have missed several 

over the past few decades. I was either too busy, 
uninspired or otherwise found an excuse not to 

attend.  The NNECAPA Annual Planning Confer-

ence held in early September was one of the most 

inspiring I have attended in years.  Kudos to the 

planning committee for the obvious good thought 

and planning that went into this event. 

“Planning and the Arts-Community Drama” suc-

cessfully combined the world of planning with the 

arts community by highlighting the economic con-

nections, the success stories, the risks and the 

realistic challenges facing our communities. 

I never had heard the story of the Portsmouth Af-

rican Burying Ground and work of planners, com-

munity members, property owners, historians and 

federal, state and local officials to honor a long 

forgotten and neglected burying ground in the 

heart of downtown Portsmouth, buried by pave-

ment, sewer and water lines, driveways and dirt. I 

was inspired by the 15 years of care taken to 
build community understanding of the signifi-

cance of this area, and the obligation to honor the 

past in a caring and reverent manner. With years 

of research, community engagement, and learning 

the stories of those who lived and worked in 

Portsmouth hundreds of years before, the com-
munity successfully and caringly integrated the 

arts into that forgotten and previously abandoned 

burial ground.  The place is now a cemetery, a 

working street and a park. The city adopted a pro-

gram of “enhanced maintenance” that appeals to 
everyone’s pride and responsibility and creates 

the place that tells the story of the past with pas-

sionate art in a living burial ground.  

Randy Cohen, Vice President of Research and Pol-

icy at Americans for the Arts, the nation's advoca-

 

Conference Reflections — by Jane Lafleur 

 

October Is National Community Planning Month 

This month, we’re joining with our planning colleagues from across the coun-

try to celebrate who planners are and the lasting value thoughtful planning 

has on communities of all sizes. This year’s theme is civic engagement, under-
scoring the necessity of engaging the public, elected officials, and key leaders 

in discussions that shape the future of our cities. 

 

Use the resources in APA’s National Community 

Planning Month Resource HUB to share with your 

community, elected officials, and local media the 

positive impact planning has had on your commu-

nity.  

 

Have a planning success story you’d like APA to 
highlight during October? Send your stories and 

photos to us at ncpm@planning.org. 

 

Learn more about National Community Planning 

Month at www.planning.org/ncpm. 

Continued on next page 
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cy organization for the arts, presented the data 

that connected the work of our communities and 

the arts to the economic impact they make. No 

one should ever underestimate the value the arts 

bring to all of us and our economic and social 
well-being. The numbers are impressive and 

should be used by planners to bring more art into 

our communities to make better places for peo-

ple.  

Have you heard about the Phoenix Dump with 
rotating arts exhibits, or the Rusty Musicians 

who join in with the Symphony Orchestra in Bal-

timore or the video of the riverfront projected onto 

a blank public wall in Brattleboro Vermont?  We 

learned about the Portland Police Department 

that integrates arts and equity with the Thin Blue 
Lines project.  Who would have thought that the 

art at work project could bring police officers 

closer to each other, their communities, and their 

work? We learned about the International Sculp-

ture Symposium and the Downtown Pianos pro-
ject in Nashua NH.  These are just a few of the 

dozens of examples that inspired me. 

In another session we learned of the Portsmouth 

Master Plan and character based zoning. Ports-

mouth used a comprehensive public engagement 

process and an innovative plan format to make 
their Master Plan more useable, attractive and 

appealing to community members with the view 

that the robust engagement of all sectors of the 

community and the new plan format would 

change the way planning is viewed and incorpo-
rated into the community to make Portsmouth 

the best place for everyone.  

PS21,  Portsmouth Smart Growth for the 21st 

Century, works to bring community members in-

to the planning world and presents ideas and en-

courages discussion and policy development 
around planning issues in Portsmouth, N.H.   

Their goal is to support the creation of a vibrant, 

sustainable, livable, and walkable community 

compatible with the principles of smart growth, 

the historic nature of Portsmouth, and the con-
text of the 21st century.I have attended dozens of 

workshops in my professional planning life over 

the past 35 years.  This was one of the best.  If 

the arts inspires us all, NNECAPA certainly used 

the arts to inspire me! 
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Sarah Marchant, AICP, Chapter President 

What an amazing conference! 

Thank you to everyone who 

came and the many people who 

volunteered their efforts to 

make the conference such a 
success!  So many great profes-

sional development sessions 

and plenty of networking time. 

Shortly after we wrapped up in 

Portsmouth, it was off to Wash-

ington DC for the APA Leadership meetings, followed 
by the Advocacy and Policy Conference.  

The Chapter President Council meetings twice a year 

to conduct business as part of the APA National 

leadership team. This fall the meetings started Fri-

day, September 16th and finished on Sunday, Sep-
tember 18th in Washington DC.  APA Leadership has 

been consistently working to implement the APA De-

velopment plan adopted last year. Here are some 

highlights: 

 The Planners Advisory Service (PSA) will no long-

er be an additional cost to members for digital 

access! PSA will be available to all APA members, 
providing access to all publications and develop-

ment of a research knowledgebase. 

 APA is re-launching the APA Foundation.  This 

will include a concerted effort to provide clear 

direction via an Executive Board and staff dedi-

cated to fundraising. There will also be a number 

of committees to guide fundraising, research and 
other activities the Foundation may undertake. 

 A Research Taskforce will be formed this fall to 

focus APA s research agenda for the immediate 

term. The taskforce could be continued on a per-
manent basis as a standing committee of the 

APA Foundation once that is up and running 

again. 

 The Legislative and Policy Committee, will begin 

focus on two new potential APA Policy guides for 

“health” and Social Justice/Housing”. Our own 

Ben Frost will be serving on the committee for 
Social/Justice Housing (thank you Ben!). 

 The Governance Committee is working on up-

dates to the APA Bylaws and CPC will be updat-

ing their Bylaws once APA’s are finalized.  The 

updated APA Bylaws include the ability for advi-

sors to the Board including CPC Chair, Divisions 
Chair and SRC Chair to becoming voting Direc-

tors. This is a huge step forward as CPC has 

struggled in the past to feel heard by the APA 

Leadership.  

 APA has put out an RFP for a Learning Manage-

ment System (LMS) to be a new component of 

the website for managing podcasts and other 
online learning modules. The hope is that this 

system could potentially be used by Chapters 

once it is up a runniung.  

 The Student and New Planner Taskforce is fo-

cused on retooling the student and emerging 

professionals program. The proposal includes 

free APA Membership for students while they are 
matriculating, and two-year of reduced dues 

once their student status ends. These items are 

likely to roll out Fall of 2017. 

The largest discussion item at the CPC Meeting re-

volved around the proposal to create a AICP Candi-
date program. The AICP Commission is developing a 

AICP Candidate program to achieve several key 

goals: 

 Foster interest in planning as a career;  

 Intro students and emerging professionals to the 

ethical and professional standards that are the 

foundation of the AICP credential; 

 Provide professional development opportunities 

as students and other emerging professionals 
begin and progress in their careers; 
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 Establish a clearly defined path to AICP certifi-

cation; and Maintain – and even enhance – the 

value and integrity of the AICP credential. 

Features of the program were discussed at length 

and CPC voted to recommend two amendments to 

the AICP Commission.  

First, with vocal support from NNECAPA and Alas-

ka, CPC voted to open the program to all students 

interested in pursuing AICP. The program was pro-
posed to only be open to students in and graduating 

from Planning Accreditation Board (PAB) accredited 

programs. As NNECAPA has no PAB accredited 

planning programs it would have omitted all emerg-

ing professionals from Northern New England.  

Second, the program was proposing to allow AICP 

Candidate students to take the test one year sooner 
than they would normally be allowed. This was op-

posed by CPC, as the goal is to enhance the value 

and integrity of the AICP credential. In addition, 

several CPC members expressed concern that  the 

application and test are strongly geared towards 
experience, and it would not behoove the program 

to allow unprepared students to take the test.   

APA Leadership and staff are thriving and really 

moving the organization forward under the new 

leadership of Jim Drinan. Over all the leadership 

meetings were extremely positive and everyone is 
looking forward to the national APA Conference in 

New York City in May, 2017! 
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NEW YORK 

2017 National Planning Conference 

I was pleased that I have attended the confer-

ence as a college student. I think "Scenes of a 

Planning Career" is the most helpful session 
for me, who was new to the practical side of 

planning.  And the conference discussed and 

shared lots of experience about Art in munici-

pal planning. In all my travels, I thought most 

street art or art district are designed to attract 

tourists. However, I did not realize that the 
arts are also virtually important and inevitable 

to community planning efforts. I learned that 

the characteristics of multiplicity can be mani-

fested in the form of art. Also, street furniture 

such as streetlights and utility poles also can 
achieve a high level of artistry. So which art 

form would be adequate (or needed) for our 

community or region ? I think it is worth ex-

ploring. - Zipeng Liu, Masters in Policy, Plan-
ning, and Management Candidate, University 

of Southern Maine  

Zipeng Liu photo 

A Student’s Perspective 



 

NNECAPA 2016 Annual Awards 

1. PLAN OF THE YEAR: Essex , VT (Dana Handley and Greg Duggan); 2. PROJECT OF THE YEAR: New Hampshire Hous-
ing’s Community Planning Grant Program (Ben Frost and George Reagan); 3. PROFESSIONAL PLANNER OF THE YEAR: 

Ben Frost; 4. CITIZEN PLANNER OF THE YEAR: Robert Vasseur, Fayston VT.   

HONORABLE MENTION—5. Community Engagement: Keene, NH/Southwest Region Planning Commission’s Complete Streets 
Demonstration Project (Elizabeth Wood, NH State Director; Tara Kessler and Rhett Lamb (Keene); Mari Brunner and Liz Kelly 
(SWRPC); 6. Emerging Issue: AARP Maine’s Age-Friendly Community Network (Carol Eyerman, ME State Director and nominator 
Lee Jay Feldman); and 7. Plan Implementation: Town of Falmouth, ME—Route 4 South Plan Implementation and Zoning Amend-
ments (Theo Holtwijk (L) and Amanda Stearns (R) of Falmouth, ME with Carol Eyerman, ME State Director).   

All photos by Lee Krohn, except #2 by Joe Gallagher.  

  

 

 

  

 



A great conference takes a great Group! 

Vernis Miller Jackson 

Opening Plenary: Portsmouth’s African Burying 

Ground — Christine Dwyer, Bobbi Woodburn, 

Vernis Miller Jackson, and David Moore 

Scenes of a Planning Career — Sandrine Thibault,  

Christopher Parker, Rick Sawyer, and Sarah Marchant 

Keynote speaker Randy Cohen 

and friend 

Angela Lebreque, Misty  

Parker, and Jane Lafleur 

Peter Britz leads a session on 

infrastructure adaptation 

Scenes of Van McLeod 

Photos clockwise from top left: Zipeng Liu, Sarah Marchant, Shanna Saunders, Lee Krohn, Shanna Saunders, Lee 
Krohn, Lee Krohn, Lee Krohn, Lee Krohn, Sarah Marchant; center photos by Lee Krohn. 

2016 Northern New England Planning Conference, Portsmouth, NH 



The APA Advocacy and Policy Conference kicked off 

in Washington DC on September 18th, leading up to 
Planners Day on Capitol Hill on Tuesday, Septem-

ber 20th. It was exciting to hear about the imple-

mentation of the Fast Act, the first long-term Trans-

portation funding bill in years, instead of how much 

longer until we have something. Nice to start with a 
step forward! 

 APA’s Jason Jordan and his policy team opened 

the conference with an overview of the major plan-

ning related federal legislation, including the Land 

and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) and Place-

based planning funding (CDBG, TIGER, Choice 
Neighborhoods, etc). Two handouts outlining these 

programs and APA’s position can be found at the 

end of this newsletter.  

As the NH representative at the conference (Sarah), 

APA arranged meetings for me with staff from Sena-
tor Shaheen, Senator Ayotte and Representative 

Kuster’s Offices. After several years of attending 

Planners Day on Capitol Hill, it is great to spend 

less time talking about what Planners do, who 

NHPA and NNECAPA are and instead focus on the 

real issues that Planners in NH are facing and how 
legislation at the federal level can help. Armed with 

the amazing brochure created by Mark Conners 

(thank you Mark!) it was great to talk about clean 

water resources, public health and the built  envi-

ronment, and the importance of infrastructure 

funding. NH is lucky to have strong support for 
LWCF and Place-based planning funding from all of 

its congressional delegation.  

Senator Shaheen’s office recommended NHPA be 

back in touch with them in late January with any 

specific funding requests tied to federal legislation 
as that is when they are preparing for appropria-

tions “asks.”  

Overall, it was a very productive trip, letting our 

Congressional delegation know that we are here to 

support them with real success stories from North-

ern New England and NH Planners. 

Meetings in Senator King’s and Senator Collins’s 

offices also went well. For my part (Jamie), as a first

-time participant in Planners Day on Capitol Hill, 

the education I received was probably about as good 

as anything I imparted on the Maine delegation. I 

focused on re-authorization and other issues with 
the same two sources of funds (LWCF and CDBG) 

and specific case studies that I thought might be 

familiar.  

Senator Collins is known for her steadfast support 

for most types of HUD funding and I found her re-
ceptive to the evolving “place based” rationale for 

many of the programs we rely on most in Northern 

New England such as CDBG. In other words, if the 

sometimes polarizing concept of “affordable hous-

ing” does not win the day in appropriations, try 

pitching “downtown revitalization” instead. We dis-
cussed some community development success sto-

ries from Presque Isle and Caribou in particular.   

It appeared to be the first time Senator Collins had 

heard the details of the “Round the Mountain Trail,” 

a 9-mile loop planned for Ragged Mountain in Cam-
den/Rockport that will likely pursue LWCF funding 

assistance.  Fund-raising has just begun on that 

project which, if completed, could provide a premi-

ere example of the economic development impact of 

recreational assets in our midcoast region – much 

in the way the carriage trails of Mount Desert Island 
do for downeast Maine. 

Conversation in Senator Collins’s office also turned 

to planning issues that have arisen in the Maine 

Legislature in recent years and a member of her 

staff showed interest in following up on this. In 

Maine we are beset by repeated waves of bills pro-
moted by national property rights-obsessed non-

profit foundations seeking, for example, to upend 

centuries of Constitutional “Takings” jurisprudence 

through legislation in the States and bottomless 

funding for litigation at the Supreme Court. Is there 
anything Congress would care to do about it?  

Wishful thinking presumably but, again, as Sarah 

noted above, it’s wonderful that Congressional staff-

ers have enough awareness of land use and plan-

ning questions to pursue the discussion. We’ll see! 

Although I did not see Senator King himself, staff in 
his office were equally attentive during my meeting 

there and were very supportive of the relevant ap-

propriations “asks.” 
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Maine 

Carol Eyerman, AICP, Maine State Director 

General or Save the Date 

Maine Municipal Association 

(MMA) Convention is October 5 

and 6 in Bangor. Look for work-
shops that fellow MAP members 

will be a part of in collaboration 

with others. 

 

Please join us on Thursday, Oc-

tober 27, from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 

p.m., for the Maine Downtown 

Institute, “Active Communities 
and Place-Making Workshop,” 

being held in Biddeford and Saco. 

For additional information and to 

register, please CLICK HERE. If 

you have any questions, please 

don’t hesitate to contact Anne 
Ball at aball@mdf.org 

 

Musical Chairs 

Friends of MidCoast Maine and 

Jane Lafleur 

The Board of Trustees of Friends 

of Midcoast Maine (FMM) has vot-

ed unanimously to close the or-

ganization over the coming 

months.  Jane Lafleur, former 
Executive 

Director of 

Friends of 

Midcoast 

Maine, is 
the new 

Senior Con-

sultant with 

Lift360. 

Based in 

Portland 
Maine, 

Lift360 is a 

nonprofit organization dedicated 

to strengthening leaders, organi-

zations, and communities 
throughout New England. Lift360 

was formerly merged from the In-

stitute for Civic Leadership and 

Common Good Ventures. 

Lafleur will be continuing her 

work running The Community 

Institute, as well as consulting 
with Maine community members 

and cities and towns on civic en-

gagement, community develop-

ment, planning, and coaching 

Community Heart & Soul commu-

nities. Her new position also in-
cludes organizing the Leadership 

in Action Breakfast Series of 

Lift360. Jane's new e-mail ad-

dress is jane.lafleur@lift360.org 

Planning Decisions and Mark 

Eyerman, Frank O’Hara, Chuck 

Lawton, Sarah Curran, Rebecca 

Wandell, and Milan Nevajda 

Planning Decisions will be closing 

its doors as of the end of Septem-
ber, 2016. The more than 30 

years of service to planning and 

economic development within 

Maine is greatly appreciated. We 

look forward to hearing about the 

new trails that these fellow plan-
ners and policy makers will blaze 

as they work on new projects or 

career opportunities. Rumor has 

it that they will be sending out a 

final “Christmas Card” with more 
information about the future. 

Mark Eyerman, soon to be former 

President, 

has begun a 

new business 

named 

PlanME, LLC 
and he will 

continue to 

work on his 

favorite com-

munity plan-
ning projects 

under this new name. In case you 

didn’t know, he is a former Presi-

dent of the Northern New England 

Chapter of the American Planning 

Association and of the Maine As-

sociation of Planners and has re-
ceived numerous professional 

awards. 

Frank O’Hara  

soon to be for-

mer Vice Presi-

dent, has also 

begun a sepa-
rate business 

and will con-

tinue to pro-

vide public 

policy and 
housing consulting as well as fin-

ishing up some of the projects he 

is working on with Planning Deci-

sions (PD). 

 Charles “Chuck” Lawton, soon 

to be former 

chief econo-
mist with PD, 

will finish up 

his remaining 

projects and 

still writes a 

column for the 
Maine Sunday 

Telegram. 

Chuck will continue to provide 

economic consulting and re-

search. 

Sarah Curran, recent past presi-
dent of MAP 

and former 

Senior Plan-

ner with PD, 

has moved 

to the Maine 
Development 

Foundation.  

Sarah is cur-

rently work-

ing on the 
northern Maine Forestry project 

for them. 
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State Grapevines (continued) 

Rebecca Wandell,  soon to be for-

mer Senior Pro-

ject Analyst & 
Business Man-

ager for PD, has 

moved to the 

Scarborough 

School Depart-

ment, and is 
already organiz-

ing and creating 

for them.  

Milan Nevajda,  soon to be former 

Planner for 

PD, moved 
to California 

some time 

ago but has 

continued to 

work on 

project from 
afar. While 

Milan is en-

joying the 

west coast, don’t be surprised if 

we see him back in Maine in the 
future.  

North, South, East, and West - 
Fun Projects and Awards 

Planning for Sustainability in 

Small Municipalities by Vanessa 

Levesque 

Vanessa is currently the Assistant 

Director and Lecturer for the dual 

major in sustainability at the Uni-
versity of New Hampshire. Prior, 

she worked for state and local gov-

ernments in Maine as a natural 

resource planner. 

Municipal planners are often in 

the position of navigating multiple 

goals: creating growth in their 
communities, ensuring all resi-

dents have access to opportuni-

ties, and maintaining the ecologi-

cal integrity of natural resources 

while doing so. This goal to bal-
ance economic, social and envi-

ronmental needs is the essence of 

sustainability. Small communities 

are often cited as lacking the fiscal 

resources, knowledge and political 
willingness to adopt policies that 

promote sustainability in compari-

son to larger cities, yet they are 

usually assessed using policies 

relevant to large municipalities 

such as public transportation and 
brownfield redevelopment. In this 

study, we ask (1) Do smaller mu-

nicipalities adopt policies and pro-

grams that promote sustainabil-

ity? (2) If so, why do some munici-
palities do so more than oth-

ers? We address these questions 

by analyzing land-use and subdi-

vision ordinances in all Maine mu-

nicipalities for the presence of 

eight policies and programs that 
promote environmental, economic, 

and social well-being that are ap-

propriate for small communities. 

We then use statistical tests to 

analyze theories of policy adop-
tion. Our study’s main contribu-

tion is to bring attention to the 

potential role of smaller communi-

ties in sustainability planning and 

to illustrate the importance of as-

sessing planning efforts in these 
municipalities in ways relevant to 

their size and context.  

We found that small municipali-

ties do adopt policies that advance 

sustainability. Those towns with 

strong environmental interests, 

higher growth, and more formal 
governments (vs. town meetings) 

were more likely to adopt sustain-

ability policies. Our results sug-

gest that strengthening institu-

tional characteristics that build 
capacity within small municipali-

ties, such as citizen boards, pro-

fessional planners, and sustaina-

bility workshops aimed at citizens 

could increase the adoption of 

sustainability policies. In sum-
mary, we found that smaller mu-

nicipalities do adopt policies that 

contribute to sustainability goals. 

To ignore these efforts is not only 

to overlook and hence misunder-
stand the complete picture but 

also to miss opportunities to cele-

brate and promote the initiatives 

that small communities make.  

The paper detailing this study 

is: Levesque, V. R., Bell, K. P., & 

Calhoun, A. J. K. (2016). Planning 
for Sustainability in Small Munici-

palities: The Influence of Interest 

Groups, Growth Patterns, and In-

stitutional Characteristics. Jour-

nal of Planning Education and Re-
search.  I’m happy to email a copy 

of the paper to individuals who do 

not have access to academic jour-

nals. Please contact me at: 

vanessa.levesque@unh.edu. 

Honorable Mention awards for 

Maine 

Route 1 Falmouth Maine – Im-
plementation of a Plan 

(presented to Theo Holtwijk) 

The Route 1 Falmouth Maine pro-

ject was chosen to receive an Hon-

orable Mention Award because it 

represents determination to imple-

ment a planning project that start-
ed in 2002 and took 14 years to 

complete. It demonstrates the pa-

tience that is required to make 

long-lasting community change. 

The central theme of the Route 1 
project is the transformation over 

time of a suburban commercial 

“strip” into a walkable, mixed-use, 

denser village center. 

AARP Maine – Emerging Issue 

(presented to Lee Jay Feldman) 

The AARP Maine program was 

chosen to receive an Honorable 

Mention Award because it repre-

sents an emerging issue. It is 

based on work by the World 

Health Organization and the na-

tional level AARP. No state has 

Maine (continued) 
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New Hampshire 

Elizabeth Wood, AICP, New Hampshire State Director 

After more than a decade at Up-

per Valley Lake Sunapee Regional 

Planning Commission, including 
the last two as its Executive Di-

rector, Nate Miller has departed 

to become 

Principal 

Transporta-

tion Planner 
at the 

Southern 

New Hamp-

shire Plan-

ning Com-
mission.    

As many of 

you know, 

Nate is mar-

ried to Rita Seto, who works at 

the Two Rivers Ottauquechee Re-
gional Commission in Woodstock, 

VT —a planning match surely 

made in Heaven! —and they’re 

expecting their first child this 

month (National Community 
Planning Month—a coincidence?).  

Nate says “Being a good father is 

very important to me. With a baby 

on the way, this position will al-

low me to be at home at night 

more often.”      

“Nate is the guy that you can go 

and ask ‘Hey, how do you get this 

done?” and he’ll give you six dif-

ferent ways to make it happen,” 

said Enfield Town Manager Steve 

Schneider, who is chairman of 

UVLSRPC.   

New Hampshire is delighted to 

welcome back Mark Connors, 

who after a brief hiatus in that 
state to the south has returned to 

become Bedford’s Assistant Plan-

ning Director.   

Camille Pattison has left the 

Nashua RPC to become the 

Nashua Transit System’s Trans-
portation Manager.  Congratula-

tions, Camille! 

The Foundation for Healthy 
Communities recently honored 

Ben Frost, Director of Legal and 

Public Affairs at New Hampshire 

Housing, with its distinguished 

Innovator’s Award for his support, 

commitment and dedication to the 
Healthy Eating Active Living 

(HEAL NH) initiative. 

The Innovator’s Award 

celebrates extraordinary 
ingenuity, creativity and skill in 

improving health or healthcare 

access, delivery or quality.  

Recipients are honored for their 

leadership or for extraordinary 
individual achievement in 

advancing these goals.  

“Ben has been a dedicated 

partner in the Foundation for 
Healthy Communities Healthy 

Eating Active Living Initiative, and 

understands the link between 

social determinants of health and 

their importance when 

considering total population 

health,” stated Shawn LaFrance, 

Executive Director of the 
Foundation for Healthy 

Communities.  “His partnership 

and commitment to improving 

community health have been 

invaluable, and we couldn’t be 

more appreciative of his efforts 
and support throughout the 

years,” continued LaFrance. 

LaFrance cited Ben’s leadership 
in efforts to train community 

planners, public health 

professionals, and others to use 

Health Impact Assessments and 

his participation in the statewide 

Complete Streets Coalition, co-led 
by HEAL, which successfully 

advocated for the establishment of 

a 2016 Legislative Complete 

Streets Study Committee.   
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State Grapevines (continued) 

gone further with the program than Maine. While 

the model program elsewhere is largely an urban 

one, AARP Maine has adapted the age-friendly pro-

gram to better fit the issues of small towns and cit-

ies and rural communities. The implementation in-

cludes a how-to book and a small grant program. 

An emphasis on low-cost and no-cost programs is 

one of the distinctions of Maine’s program versus 

the international versions. 

Maine Grapevine (continued) 

Terry Johnson, Director, HEAL NH; Mary 
DeVeau, Chair, Foundation for Healthy 
Communities Board of Trustees; Ben 

Frost; and Shawn LaFrance. 



Vermont 

Brandy Saxton, AICP, Vermont State Director 

The Norwich Historic Preserva-

tion Commission has been select-

ed as the 2016 Commission of the 

Year by the National Alliance of 

Preservation Commissions (NAPC). 

The award honors the Commis-
sion’s outstanding work in raising 

awareness about Norwich’s rich 

historic, architectural and cultural 

resources.  

NAPC’s Awards Committee was 

struck by the breadth and scope of 
the commission’s interests and ac-

tivities, including completion of a 

town-wide architectural survey, ini-

tiation of National Register nomina-

tions, production of a walking tour 

brochure, development of a website 

and the recent effort to document 

mid-century modern structures in 

Norwich. One of the commission’s 

most impressive projects was the 

production of the exhibit and film 

Cycles of Change-Farming in Nor-
wich, which documents Norwich’s 

family farms and the important part 

these farms play in the cultural 
heritage of the community. Many of 

these projects were funded in part 

with grants from the National Park 

Service through the Certified Local 

Government Program, of which Nor-

wich is an active member. 

"We appreciate the award greatly,” 
said Peter Brink, vice-chair of the 

Norwich Historic Preservation Com-

mission. “The first chair of our 

board, Nancy Hoggson, was our 

great leader and partner in this un-

til her death of cancer in January 

2015 and deserves much of the 

credit. The Town of Norwich and its 

Planning Director provide excellent 

support, and the Norwich Historical 

Society is critical with its historical 

research and assistance.” 

 

 
John Adams is the new Director of 

the Vermont Center for Geographic 

Information. Most recently, John 

served as Planning and Policy Man-

ager at the Department of Housing 

and Community Development with-

in the Agency of Commerce and 

Community Development. 

John brings to VCGI experience and 

enthusiasm for using data and 

mapping to guide decision making 

processes across state government. 

Since beginning at DCHD in 2012, 

John has been a leader in land use 
policy, legislative initiatives and 

managing special projects – notably 

using GIS to improve workflows and 

to ensure Vermont’s public invest-

ments are supported by data. He is 

the primary author of Vermont’s 

new Planning Manual and has been 

a key figure in a wide variety of in-

teragency initiatives relating to land 

use, housing, transportation and 

energy. As someone with track rec-

ord of building consensus and com-

mitment to improving customer ser-

vice in state government, he was 
the recipient of a 2016 Public Ser-

vice Recognition Award. 

Essex planners were honored on 

September 8, 2016 in Portsmouth, 

NH for their work on their award-

winning 2016 Essex Town Plan.  

The Plan was recognized by NNE-

CAPA for being the best in the re-

gion.  

The Plan was totally rewritten by 

Community Development Depart-
ment staff and the Planning Com-

mission, with input from residents 

and all municipal boards and de-

partments. NNECAPA VT State Di-

rector Brandy Saxton, praised the 

Plan for being visually appealing 

and user-friendly. She added that: 

“Weary of hearing that no one ever 

reads the town plan, planners in 

Essex decided to put forward a 

town plan in 2016 that would come 

alive to readers and convey a sense 

of what makes the community tick”.   

Planning Director Dana Hanley not-
ed that the Plan was the first of its 

kind in Essex in terms of creativity 

and accessibility.   

The Plan’s community engagement 

effort was also mentioned as a rea-

son it won the award.  In addition 

to the Planning Commission’s out-

reach, planners were able to incor-

porate the extensive community 

engagement effort recently complet-

ed by the Heart & Soul of Essex 

project which was done in conjunc-

tion with the Orton Family Founda-

tion.  Those results were a distin-

guishing feature of the Plan. The 

Plan also featured many images 

submitted by residents through a 

town-wide art and photo contest. 

Earlier this year, the Town Plan re-

ceived the Vermont Planners Asso-

ciation’s Plan of the Year Award. 
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We’ve all been recently faced with the need to cre-

ate documents that are more appealing to our con-
stituents and clients.  People are asking for plans 

that include more graphics and illustrations that 

will invite the reader and hopefully keep them cap-

tivated and interested enough to read the whole 

thing.  Even zoning regulations are becoming 

much more user-friendly these days, especially 

with the popularity of Form-Based Codes, which 

tend to be more visually attractive with 
the inclusion of tables and illustrations.  

 

While working as a municipal planner in 

Burlington, it quickly became apparent 

that we needed to move away from assem-

bling documents in Microsoft WORD if we 

wanted to create plans that people in the 
community would get excited about.  The 

formatting capabilities of tools like Mi-

crosoft WORD are frankly desolate and 

trying to create something beautiful can 

be extremely challenging and frustrating. 

I’m sure you’ve all dealt with that in the 
past.   

 

Adobe InDesign is a great solution to your 

formatting needs and is becoming the 

norm for document creation on the plan-

ning field, both in the private and public 

sectors. As one of the industry-leading 

page design and layout toolset, InDesign lets you 

work across desktop and mobile devices to create, 
preflight, and publish everything from printed 

books and brochures to digital magazines, iPad 

apps, eBooks, and interactive online docu-

ments. What does that mean? It means that 

you can use it to create beautiful master 
plans, comprehensive plans and regulations 

for your own community or client (for those 

of you in the private sector). Of course, there 

is a bit of a learning curve but I promise you 

it is absolutely worth it.  

 

For those of you who attended the session 

“Scenes of a Planning Career” at this year’s 
NNECAPA conference in Portsmouth, you 

will remember that most of the panelists 

talked about the need to stay relevant in our 

field, as well as the necessity to continue to 

learn and push ourselves. Well, here is a 

great opportunity to do so and the rewards 
will be huge! So get on your “techy” hat and 

start using InDesign for your next plan or 

zoning update. You’ll be glad you did! 

 

Learn more about ADOBE InDesign and how to 

purchase a subscription at www.adobe.com.  
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Tech Corner 
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Pages from planBTV (Burlington, VT) formatted in 
InDesign. 

Pages from the Portsmouth, NH Form-Based Code 

formatted in InDesign. 

Creating amazing looking documents with Adobe InDesign 

By Sandrine Thibault, NNECAPA Vice-President 

http://www.adobe.com
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Professional Development Updates 

By Yuseung Kim, PhD, AICP  

NNECAPA Professional Development Officer 

2017 AICP Exam update 

There will be significant changes to the AICP Exam 

next year. Let me share what I’ve heard from APA 

so far.  

 The exam title, the AICP Comprehensive Plan-

ning Examination, will be changed to a new one 

to better reflect what the exam is actually about 
and to distinguish it from the previous version; 

 The new questions on the test will focus on 

what planners should know to be successful in 

the field of planning today including innovative 

practices, emerging issues, and best practices; 

 The May, 2017 test will be the first exam with 

this new content; 

 The new test name, content outline, and read-

ing list will be announced in early December so 

as not to cause any confusion with the current 

exam being given in November.  

However, I have the new content outline and read-

ing list for the new exam, so, if you are preparing a 
test for next year and hoping to start earlier, 

please, contact me.  

2016 AICP Exam Info 

The application period for the Nov 2016 exam is 

now closed. If you are preparing this Nov exam, I 

found Ben’s webinar which can be viewed on 

YouTube on the NH Planners Association’s chan-

nel: www.youtube.com/watch?v=3XLGIvqJQSI, still 
very informative and helpful.  If you need study 

material for specific topics, please, contact me at 

yuseung.kim@maine.edu  

 

CHAPTER EVENT SPONSORSHIP POLICY FOR 

CM CREDIT  

Please remember that the Chapter has a policy re-

garding sponsorship of Certification Maintenance 
applications for events hosted by other organiza-

tions. This requires contact with the Chapter PDO 

(that’s me) as early as possible in the event plan-

ning process, as well as completion of a form ac-

knowledging the policy and submission of all infor-

mation necessary for filing the CM applications.  

Chapter CM sponsorship may be made in situa-

tions where  

 The host organization is a non-profit or govern-

mental organization based in the NNECAPA re-

gion, including any of the three state planning 

associations affiliated with NNECAPA;  

 A NNECAPA member is significantly involved in 

the development of the event;  

 The event meets minimum standards for CM 

credit for delivery and administration, as estab-

lished by the AICP and described in the Provid-

er Handbook; and  

 NNECAPA CM sponsorship will be consistent 

with APA’s sponsorship guidelines. 

Hello, my name is Emily Bialowas. I am a Master's student at University 

of New Hampshire in Natural Resources and the Environment. In my re-

search I am working with stakeholders in Seabrook, NH to determine how 
to plan for sea level rise and storm surges.  

We want to figure out how best to organize stakeholders to work together 

to manage their beaches and dunes. I am excited to work with NNECAPA 

as a student and to share the work of NNECAPA with my peers. 

Please contact me at erm35@wildcats.unh.edu  

 

Emily is a student of Mary Friedman, Ph.D. in UNH’s Community and Envi-

ronmental Planning Program.   

 

...and a letter from one of Mary’s students  
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EPA Technical Assistance Grants Available 

EPA invites communities to apply for technical as-

sistance through three programs that create eco-
nomic opportunities, make neighborhoods more 

walkable, help people live healthier lives, and revi-

talize downtowns and neighborhoods.  

Local Foods, Local Places helps communities create 

walkable, healthy, economically vibrant neighbor-

hoods through the development of local food sys-

tems. This initiative is supported by EPA, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention, the U.S. Department of 

Transportation, the U.S. Department of Housing 

and Urban Development, the Appalachian Regional 

Commission, and the Delta Regional Authority. 
 

Learn how to apply for the Local Foods, Local Plac-

es Program: https://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/

local-foods-local-places-2016-2017-application 

Cool & Connected helps small towns use broad-

band service to revitalize small-town main streets 

and promote economic development. The initiative 
is supported by EPA, the U.S. Department of Agri-

culture Rural Utilities Service, and the Appalachian 

Regional Commission. 

 

Learn how to apply for the Cool & Connected Pro-

gram: https://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/cool-
connected-fall-2016-application 

Healthy Places for Healthy People is a new program 

to help communities partner with community 
health centers (including Federally Qualified Health 

Centers), nonprofit hospitals, and other health care 

facilities to create walkable, healthy, economically 

vibrant places. The program is supported by EPA 

and the Appalachian Regional Commission. Under 

this program, communities will receive planning 
assistance to develop action plans focusing on 

health as an economic driver and catalyst for 

downtown and neighborhood revitalization. Healthy 

Places for Healthy People will focus on communi-
ties that are economically challenged, including 

those in rural Appalachia. 

 

Learn how to apply for the Healthy Places for 

Healthy People Program: 

https://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/healthy-places-
healthy-people 

Eligibility: See each program’s application for spe-

cific eligibility requirements. 

  

Deadline: 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time on November 

6, 2016. 

  

How to apply: Submit a completed application and 
optional letters of support (see each program’s ap-

plication for specific instructions). 

EPA will host a webinar to explain more about 

these programs on October 20, 2016, at 2:00 

p.m. Eastern Time. Information about registering 

for the webinar will be posted on our Smart Growth 

website soon. 

*** 

Don’t forget: our Building Blocks for Sustainable 

Communities Program is still accepting applica-

tions. This targeted technical assistance helps com-
munities overcome barriers to smarter, more envi-

ronmentally and economically sustainable growth. 

The deadline for Building Blocks applications is 

5:00 p.m. Eastern time on October 12, 2016. 

Learn more about the program and how to apply at 

https://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/building-
blocks-sustainable-communities-2016-2017-

request-letters-interest.  
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Check the online calendar for additional updates: www.nnecapa.org/

calendar 

 

Couldn’t make it to Portsmouth?   

 Southern New England Planning Conference, Worcester, 

Mass.,  October 20 and 21.  See http://www.sneapa.org/ 

 

 The New England Environmental Finance Center (NEEFC) 

is hosting a Stormwater Finance Forum at the University of 

New Hampshire on November 15-16. 

Planning Webcast Series 

October 14 - Economic Development Division - Making Deci-

sions, Making Sense: Technology for Better Economic De-

velopment - Speaker: Delia Rucker 

 

October 21 - Nebraska Chapter - Goats in the City: Targeted 

Grazing for Low-Impact Management of Sensitive Land-

scapes - Speakers: Wade Waggoner and Aaron Steele 

 

October 28 - Transportation Planning Division - Modernizing 

Transportation Agencies - Speaker: Beth Osborne 

 

November 4 - Massachusetts Chapter - Nurturing Creative 

Places: A Dive into the Arts and Planning Toolkit - Speakers: 

Jennifer Erickson and Julie Burros 

 

 

NNECAPA 2015-17 
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Sarah Marchant, AICP 
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VT Legislative Liaison 
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Do you have something to say? 

Tell the story of your Great Place, Great Neighborhood, or Great 

Planner!  Write a short article, send a picture or two, celebrate! 

Next submission deadline: Friday, January 6, 2017.   

Contact NNECAPA Public Information Officer Ben Frost 

(nnecapa.pio@gmail.com) for information. 
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