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Call for Sessions! 2016 Northern New England Planning Conference  

 

New Ruralism: Continuing the Conversation 

What do local foods initiatives, programs to support the challenges of aging in 
place, neighbors helping neighbors with energy efficiency, employee/
entrepreneur cooperatives, and carpool incentives all have in common? They 
are all examples of initiatives that have made for successful innovation in ru-
ral communities. With funding from NNECAPA and APA Chapter Presidents 
Council, several case studies from Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont will 
soon be appearing in a special section of NNECAPA.org. Each of the case 
studies was judged by NNECAPA's New Ruralism Advisory Committee to meet 
the following criteria: 

The strategy, solution or innovation proposed to be highlighted in a case study 
appropriately fits rural communities/areas with low population density, is not 
dependent on the existence of professional town staff, is locally-driven and lo-
cally supported, and fosters: 

some of the attributes described in the background above under the social, 
environmental and economic spheres of community planning;  

improvement in quality of life, livable wage jobs, meeting basic household 
needs, and/or long-term community sustainability;  

growth in the local and regional economy rather than leakage of wealth out-
side the region; and  

thriving communities 

 

"Planning and the Arts...Community Drama!" 
Send us your session proposals to make this the best con-
ference ever!  See where yours fits in.  Email your session 
proposal at nhplanners@gmail.com no later than June 15, 
2016. 
 
Three Tracks:  

1. Planning and Art—Anything and everything that mixes 
art and planning.  Creative economy, the arts and qual-
ity of life, etc.  

2. Planning Drama—Is there Drama in your Planning 
world?  How do you cope?   

3. General Planning Topics Track—Transportation, hous-
ing, climate change, form-based codes, what-have-
you... 
 

Submitting a session proposal is Fast & EASY! 

 Email Subject Line must be: "NNECAPA 2016" 

 Provide Title of Session and 50-100 word description 

 Include likely speakers and their affiliation 

 Provide a point 
of contact email 
and phone num-
ber 

 Suggest a for-
mat: Mobile 
Session, Panel 
Discussion, 
Fast & Funny 

Continued on page 3 
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Sarah Marchant, AICP, Chapter President 

APA2016 in Phoenix proved to 
be one of the most diverse and 
thought provoking APA confer-
ences yet. The 100’s of session 
offerings from traditional to 
more specialized, amazing 
hands on Tech Zone, and in-
spiring keynote Jack Uldrich, 
pushed planners to think out-
side of our current view and to 
embrace the speed at which we 
as a society are adopting new 
technologies that are and will 
radically change our infrastructure and way of life.  

How so you ask? Here are some quick examples: The 
phrase “flat-screen TV” is no longer part of conversa-
tion, in 10 years that technology has completely taken 
over and is now standard. Contrast that with the 30+ 
years it took for “color TV” to become the only option. 
Even faster: AirBNB is now the 2nd largest hotel chain 
in the world! In just under 4 years the technology and 
access through our smartphones has complete changed 
the way in which the travel industry operates.  

What's next? There were many examples of what could 
be next, everything from Electric Vehicle charging sta-
tions that will charge a car in under 30 seconds (faster 
than it takes for me to fill my hybrid gas tank) expected 
in the next 5 years; driverless car technology becoming 
mainstream as the Federal government agreed comput-
ers could be issued drivers licenses in February; to 
“smart” infrastructure to be imbedded in everything 
from oil pipelines, pavement and bridges, to under-
ground sewer and water infrastructure that measures 
deterioration to ensure problems can be fixed before 
disasters that we have recently experienced occur.  

As we help our communities plan for the future, 
through the Master Planning (Comp Plan) and CIP pro-
cesses, APA is challenging us as Professional Planners 
to really look to the future and the many technologies 
that are coming our way that will change the way our 
communities operate and thrive. As planners we are 
leaders and APA is committed to supporting the profes-
sion and individuals be ready for the future.  

APA Leadership 

Before the conference began, two days of APA leader-
ship meetings commenced with  many new initiatives 
and reports of progress towards the organizations new-
ly adopted “Strategic Plan”.  The following is a brief list 
of highlights from those meetings: 

New website! Have you checked out APA’s new web-
site? We have moved to the 21st century! Here is a 
short intro clip on the website:  https://youtu.be/
pjrcJfuBPvI  

 For the first time in over 15+ years a full review of the 
APA Bylaws is underway. A draft should be available 
for the fall, with the adoption of the revised Bylaws 
proposed for APA2017.  

 APA Staff has expanded to include, Jeff Bates, the 
new Advocacy staff person dedicated to state and lo-
cal policy issues. This is a huge step for APA in offer-
ing direct support to local chapters on policy issues 
that are important to or affecting them, as current 
staff is focused on Federal level policy. 

 AICP  
CM Credits for pro-Bono work? Yes! The ACIP Board 

voted at the leadership meetings that you can re-
ceive up to 8 CM credits under the self-reporting 
structure, for all the pro-Bono work you already do, 
like volunteering for your local Planning or Zoning 
Board or participating in planning leadership on 
your local MAP, NHPA or VPA Boards along with 
many other options. Online registration of these 
credits will not be available until fall, but there 
should be plenty of time before the end of the 2 year 
window in January. 

There is an AICP Awareness Campaign coming in 
FY16 that is focusing on employers, elected officials, 
and public sector 

Exam – the new exam will launch in May 2017 
Community Assistance Planning Services (CAPS) is 

looking to increase resources for chapters and divi-
sions to offer more pro bono activities.  

61 new FAICP Fellows – totaling 569 Fellows. Con-
gratulations to Brian Shupe of VT, NNECAPA’s new-
est FAICP member! 

Membership – APA has realized (like many of our 
Northern New England Planners) that a significant 
portion of its membership base is approaching retire-
ment age. They are working to come up with new pro-
grams, pricing and incentives to entice members re-
main part of APA. In addition, 90% of APA’s new 
membership comes from student planners, however 
many leave after 1 or 2 years. The Membership Com-
mittee is focusing on reaching out to new planners 
and looking at ways to increase value and retention 
of new planners.  

New Ambassadors Program – APA is rolling out 100 
pilot Ambassadors programs around the country with 
the hope of educating people about the value of plan-
ning and our profession.  

At the local level, the NNECAPA Executive Committee is 
dedicated to serving you and our communities, and to 
bridging the gap between APA and local planning pro-
fessional development.  To that end the NH host com-
mittee is hard at work constructing thought provoking 
sessions for the annual Conference in Portsmouth on 
September 8th and 9th. 
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In addition, it was agreed by the 
Advisory Committee that the ap-
proach should be sustainable, 
meaning: 

 Long-term success is not de-
pendent on ongoing direct 
funding from an outside NGO 
or public agency or staffing 
from an outside organization, 
although innovative or success-
ful local programs might be 
related to or supported by a 
public program or policy. 

Resource-based strategies 
have a foundation in sustaina-
ble stewardship for the long-
term. 

For ideas on approaches to is-
sues faced by the communities 
you work with, look for these 
case studies on NNECAPA.org in 
July: 

Focusing on Food 

In Skowhegan Maine, an aban-
doned building was rehabilitated 
to accommodate new business 
and support the growing grain 
industry by again filling its origi-
nal role of the Somerset Grist 
Mill. 

Local Foods Plymouth in New 
Hampshire and Vermont's Farm 
to Plate program both strive to 
reduce the miles travelled by 
food and strengthen the local 
agricultural economy. 

Maine's Port Clyde Fresh Catch 
harvests, packages and sells sea-
food using environmentally 

sound methods. 

People Helping People 

The Lubec Community Outreach 
Center in Maine is just that, 
building partnerships to provide 
programs for children, food edu-
cation and pantry, and other 
basic needs. 

Monadnock at Home in New 
Hampshire is a non-profit mem-
ber-based organization helping  
seniors continue to live at home 
successfully. 

Bowdoinham Maine formed an 
Advisory Council on Aging who 
piloted the World Health organi-
zation's Age Friendly Communi-
ties Indicator Guide.  

Building Jobs on Our Strengths 

The Mad River Valley Economic 
Study in Vermont takes a close 
look at the agricultural economy, 
tourism and other elements of 
the local economy to identify re-
alistic sustainable goals. 

On Maine's Deer Isle/
Stonington, the Island Employee 
Cooperative formed to keep the 
core businesses in the hands of 
local workers for the benefit of 
the community. 

New Hampshire's Women's En-
trepreneurial Network (WREN) is 
a membership-driven organiza-
tion that offers access to re-
sources, training, technical as-
sistance, and markets. 

The Energy of Volunteers 

Thetford, Vermont's Home Ener-
gy Action Team (HEAT) and 
Plymouth, New Hampshire's Re-
newable Energy Initiative both 
organize volunteers to help resi-
dents reduce energy costs, in 

Thetford by weatherizing homes 
and in Plymouth by installing 
solar thermal energy systems. 

And in the "Other" category  

King Arthur Flour in Norwich, 
Vermont provides customized 
incentives to employees to car-
pool based on an innovative data
-driven Smart Commute Pro-
gram. 

Downeast Lakes Land Trust in 
Maine represents a successful 
coalition of those who care about 
the area natural resources and 
their role in the region's econo-
my.  

Northfield, Vermont's Water 
Street neighborhood provides an 
example of retrofitting an historic 
neighborhood to reduce flood 
risks. 

Join us in Portsmouth in Septem-
ber to help brainstorm next steps 
in NNECAPA's New Ruralism Initi-
ative. 

For more information or to vol-
unteer for the Advisory Commit-
tee, contact Tara Bamford at TE-
Bamford@gmail.com. 

 

 

New Ruralism (cont’d from page 1) 
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Vermont 
Brandy Saxton, AICP, Vermont State Director 

Springfield (VT) Enacts Zon-
ing Ordinance to Eliminate 
“Nuisance” Property Conditions 
in School and Day Care Zones”  
The Town of Springfield has en-
acted a zoning ordinance (2016-1) 
that amends the Administrative 
Code to address “Certain Nui-
sances Within School and Li-
censed Day Care 
Zones.”   The objective of the new 
ordinance is to eliminate the ad-
verse community impacts of 
“….blighted, dilapidated, ill-
maintained or ill-maintained 
structures…” primarily in the 
town’s designated school and day 
care district zones. The determi-
nation of just which structures 
would fall into the subject catego-
ry, how (and how vigorously) en-
forcement would be pursed, what 
resources might be available to 
property owners interested in cor-
recting their deficiencies, etc. are 
among the many aspects of the 
ordinances that will be considered 
in the near future by town offi-
cials and interested parties. 
 
From a planner’s perspective, this 
ordinance provides an excellent 
case study in the difficulties in-
volved in balancing the need to 
maintain safe, attractive commu-
nities with the imposition on pri-
vate property owners of what 
might be considered to be an aes-
thetic standard. Meetings in 
Springfield scheduled for early 
June will provide an indication as 
to the direction the ordinance - 
and town enforcement officials -
  will proceed.   Stand by….  
 
For more information, click here.  
 
Vermont Downtown Action 
Team in National Spotlight 
The National Main Street Program 

featured V-DAT as its Story of the 
Week. The article showcases how 
eight Vemont communities turned 
massive flooding into opportuni-
ties to improve their physical de-
sign, hone their marketing mes-
sages, and build back stronger 
than before the flood. For more 
information, contact Richard 
Amore. 
  

 
 
Shelburne Form-Based Code 
Shelburne has joined the ranks of 
Vermont municipalities that have 
some type of Form Based Zoning. 
The Selectboard adopted the pro-
posal on April 26, after a single 
public hearing, creating a form-
based overlay district for the 
Route 7 corridor north of Shel-
burne Village. The proposal imple-
ments several of the recommenda-
tions contained in the Sustainable 
Design Assessment Team (SDAT) 
report completed in late-2011 and 
the Shelburne Road Pilot Project 
(PP) report completed in mid-
2012. 
 
Juli Beth Hinds, AICP 
Julie Beth Hinds has merged her 
firm, Birchline Planning LLC, into 
Orion Planning & Design, which 
she joined as a Partner in Janu-
ary. Juli Beth reports that she will 
still doing similar work, primarily 
zoning, policy and finance for 
stormwater and green infrastruc-

ture. She is also a staff research 
associate and instructor in the 
Urban Studies & Planning pro-
gram at the University 
of California, San Diego, which 
according to Juli Beth has great 
community-based projects, terrific 
students, a world-class surfing 
team, and a byzantine, stress-
inducing system of park-
ing permits. 
 
New Vistas Foundation 
David Hall’s vision of building a 
sustainable community of 15,000 
to 20,000 people on thousands of 
acres in four Vermont towns is 
causing a stir among residents. 
The developer from Utah has es-
tablished the New Vis-
tas Foundation, which has al-
ready purchased 900 acres in the 
rural towns of Royalton, Sharon, 
Tunbridge and Stafford, Vermont. 
 
Chris Sargent, senior planner at 
Two-Rivers Ottau-
quechee Regional Commission, 
hosted a well-attended communi-
ty meeting in Royalton in April to 
discuss the potential development 
and its implications for the fu-
ture of the affected towns. If the 
New Vistas Foundation project 
became a reality, the region would 
face a 30 percent increase in pop-
ulation. The developer 
has indicated that this project 
would likely be completed in 50 
years. Chris noted that Act 250, 
the Vermont law that regulates 
large scale development, will raise 
significant hurdles for David Hall 
to clear to make his vision a reali-
ty. 
 
Lee Krohn – Featured Artist! 
As many know, Chittenden Coun-
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State Grapevines 

http://www.springfieldvt.govoffice2.com/vertical/sites/%7B234B28A5-DB73-489E-ABFA-F2FB1EF67C08%7D/uploads/Proposed_Ordinance_Chapter_7._Health_Sanitation_Nuisances_Added__Division_7.pdf�
http://www.preservationnation.org/main-street/main-street-news/story-of-the-week/2016/vermonts-downtowns-build.html�
http://www.preservationnation.org/main-street/main-street-news/story-of-the-week/2016/vermonts-downtowns-build.html�
http://www.preservationnation.org/main-street/main-street-news/story-of-the-week/2016/vermonts-downtowns-build.html�
http://www.preservationnation.org/main-street/main-street-news/story-of-the-week/2016/vermonts-downtowns-build.html�
http://www.preservationnation.org/main-street/main-street-news/story-of-the-week/2016/vermonts-downtowns-build.html�
http://www.preservationnation.org/main-street/main-street-news/story-of-the-week/2016/vermonts-downtowns-build.html�
http://www.preservationnation.org/main-street/main-street-news/story-of-the-week/2016/vermonts-downtowns-build.html�
http://www.preservationnation.org/main-street/main-street-news/story-of-the-week/2016/vermonts-downtowns-build.html�
http://accd.vermont.gov/strong_communities/opportunities/revitalization/vdat�
mailto:richard.amore@state.vt.us�
mailto:richard.amore@state.vt.us�
mailto:richard.amore@state.vt.us�
mailto:richard.amore@state.vt.us�


Vermont (cont’d) 

 

State Grapevines 

ty Regional Planning Commission's 
Senior Planner Lee Krohn, AICP is 
also an award-winning photogra-
pher. He is the featured artist this 
month at the Shelburne (Vermont) 
Town Hall's rotating gallery exhib-
it, and he has a wide-ranging col-
lection of images on display for the 
month of May. If you're in the area, 
stop by to enjoy it! 

 
 Lee Krohn photo 
 
New Baby! 
A future urban appreciator has 
arrived in Burlington! Drew Pollak-
Bruce – an associate planner with 
SE Group – his wife Amber and big 
sister Lily are ecstatic to welcome 
little Benjamin Reed Pollak-Bruce 
into the world! Born “au naturel” 
on the 22nd of March, 2016 at 7 
pounds, 2 ounces. 

  
  
New Hire 
SE Group is pleased to welcome 
Gabby Voeller as a new associate 
planner with our community plan-

ning team.  Working out of our 
Frisco, Colorado office, Gabby will 
be concentrating on comprehen-
sive, land use and multi-modal 
transportation projects.  Gabby 
comes to SE Group having previ-

ous worked with transportation 
planning firm Fehr and Peers.   
Prior to that Gabby was a planner 
with the Denver Regional Council 
of Governments (DRCOG), focusing 
on transportation and mobility 
planning.  Gabby has a master’s 
degree in regional planning from 
Cornell and an undergraduate de-
gree in environmental studies from 
Bates College.   If you want to say 
hello, please send her an email 
at gvoeller@segroup.com 
 
Mark Hamelin joins VHB as a 
Senior Landscape Archi-
tect/Land Planner 
  
VHB is excited to welcome Mark 
Hamelin to our South Burlington, 
Vermont team as a Senior Land-
scape Architect/Land Plan-
ner. Mark brings more than 35 
years of professional landscape 
architecture, land planning, and 
urban design experience on a wide 
range of public and private sector 
projects across Vermont and 
throughout the country. His work 
has been recognized by his peers 

with 19 professional 
design/planning awards. Notable 
accomplishments include Burling-
ton’s Waterfront Park, the recently 
completed Waterbury State Office 
Complex, and the Spruce Peak 
Master Plan at Stowe Mountain 
Resort.  
  
Mark has served as an adjunct 
professor on Green Development at 
Green Mountain College since 
2011, and has been a lecturer at 
the University of Vermont and Nor-
wich University. Mark has sat on 
the Development Review Board for 
Town of Underhill, Vermont since 
2013 and is a member of the 
American Society of Landscape Ar-
chitects and the American Plan-
ning Association. He received his 
B.S from the University of Ver-
mont’s School of Natural Re-
sources and his Master in Land-
scape Architecture from Harvard 
University, Graduate School of De-
sign. Mark is Council of Landscape 
Architectural Registration Boards 
certified and is a registered Profes-
sional Landscape Architect in Ver-
mont, New Hampshire, Maine, New 
York, Pennsylvania and Colorado. 
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Maine 
Carol Eyerman, AICP, Maine State Director 

 

State Grapevines 

The Maine Association of Plan-
ners (MAP) held its Annual Con-
ference on May 20th at REM in 
Waterville. Thank you to Misty 
Parker, Amanda Bunker and Jamie 
Francomano for doing most of the 
heavy lifting and for any and all 
other volunteers! It could not have 
been done without you. 

Musical Chairs 

Elizabeth “Liz” Hertz, Director 
of the Maine Planning Assistance 
Program, retired from the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Conservation 
and Forestry. 

Previously with the Land Use 
Planning Commission (LUPC), 
Hugh Coxe moved to the Maine 
Department of Transportation. 
North, South, East, and West - 
Fun Projects and Awards 

Recently, the Mid-Coast Region-
al Planning Commission has 
been assisting these communities 
to update their municipal compre-
hensive plans:  Camden, Friend-
ship, Knox, Rockland, and Union.  

Southern Maine Regional Plan-
ning Commission has moved 
their offices to Saco Island for di-

rections. CLICK HERE 

ASK and you shall receive 
brought to you by the Lincoln 
County Regional Planning Com-
mission. 

All you ever wanted to know 
about food in your town. 

Scenic Byways might be worth a 
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Bates Mill No. 1 

Lewiston, Maine 
 
What does Build a Better Block, Jim Kunstler, Pop-Up Beer Gardens, heart-
bombing, Municipal Return on Investment, and the DOT all have in common? 
  
BUILD MAINE!    BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW!!    

Bernice Radle is the owner of Buffalove Development, which focuses on bringing vacant or underutilized spaces back to life in 
Buffalo NY.  She is the creator of the "heart bomb" and her claim to fame was managing the largest energy retrofit in Buffalo's 
history. Bernice will share her experience developing in Buffalo and how small-scale historic revitalization can contribute to the 
economic prosperity within transitioning cities and towns.   
Russell Preston is founder of Principle Group, a planning, design, and development firm focused on creating authentic places 
and streets as public spaces. As a designer and urbanist since 1999, Russ has been involved in numerous groundbreaking 
planning projects, including efforts in Somerville, Massachusetts, Mashpee Commons, and Downcity Providence.   
Miro Weinberger is the Mayor of the City of Burlington, where he has focused intently on getting the City’s finances in order, 
getting stuck and stalled projects moving again, making Burlington more affordable, and rebuilding trust in City Hall. Miro will 
share Burlington’s unique approach to community engagement to address affordable housing, budgetary and economic chal-
lenges, and position Burlington for a bold future.  
James Howard Kunstler is an American author, social critic, public speaker, and blogger. He is best known for his books The 
Geography of Nowhere (1994), a history of American suburbia and urban development, The Long Emergency (2005) and most 
recently, Too Much Magic (2012). He speaks a lot of truth, and he is wildly entertaining, bringing him to the TED stage, as well 
as numerous other national events. His arguments bring a new lens to urban development, drawing clear connections between 
physical spaces and cultural vitality.  Jim will explore the psychological impacts of suburban sprawl on the American condition 
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New Hampshire 
Elizabeth Wood, AICP, New Hampshire State Director 

The Town of Bedford provides 
double the excitement when it 
comes to promotions of planners 
this spring. 

In April the Bedford New Hamp-
shire Town Council appointed 
Acting Town Manager and Plan-
ning Director Rick Sawyer, AICP 
as its new Town Manager. 

“The Town Council is thrilled to 
have Rick on board,” said Town 
Council Chairwoman Kelleigh 
Murphy. “Rick has been a dedi-
cated, insightful and innovative 
addition to the Town since 2007 

when he began as Planning Direc-
tor. His Leadership style is one 
that is universally respected 
amongst council members, de-
partment heads, employees and 
the public, and we are honored to 
have him at the helm.” 

Rick had been serving as Acting 
Town Manager for the Town of 
Bedford since June of 2015 and 
as Planning Director and Zoning 
Administrator since 2007.  Prior 
to working in Bedford Rick was a 
planner at the City of Nashua, NH 
for ten years.  Rick is happy to 
announce that his contract allows 

him to remain a certified planner 
and that the Council recognizes 
that retaining such credentials is 
a benefit for the community.   

On the same night the Council 
confirmed Rick’s nomination of 
Becky Hebert to replace him as 
Planning Director and Zoning Ad-
ministrator.  Becky had been the 
Assistant Planning Director since 
September of 2014 and has over a 
decade of prior experience with 
the City of Concord, NH and the 
Town of Windham, NH prior to 
joining the team in Bed-
ford.  Becky’s nomination came 
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State Grapevines 

NHPA Annual Awards—Presented at the NHPA Spring Conference on May 6 in Concord 
Presented by Shanna Saunders, NHPA President. Clockwise from top left: Plan of the Year—Durham Master 
Plan (Charles Forcey, Matt Sullivan (SRPC), Todd Selig, Michael Behrendt, Andrew Corrow); Lifetime 
Achievement—Roger Hawk (accepted by Roger’s sons Dave and Ed, with Jerry Coogan and Jack Mettee; 
Project of the Year (tie)—Dover’s Downtown Pedestrian and Vehicular Access Plan (Chris Parker) and 
Keene’s Complete Streets Policy and Design Guidelines (Tara Kessler); Professional Planner—Ben Frost 
(with Chris Parker, nominator); and Citizen Planner—Laconia’s Suzanne Perley.   



New Hampshire (cont’d) 

with tremendous support of the 
Planning Board, staff, and mem-
bers of the development and busi-
ness community. 

Bravo Rick and Becky!  We wish 
you the best with your new posi-
tions!   

Shanna B. Saunders, Laconia’s 
Planning Director, was chosen to 
be Somersworth’s Planning Direc-
tor.  Saunders contributions 
made during her 12 years in La-
conia are too long to list.  She is 
remembered fondly for her over-
site of the development of the 
downtown Riverwalk, for leading 
efforts to coordinate the develop-
ment review process, and for pro-
curing grant monies for city pro-
jects.  For her contributions to the 
town, Shanna was named 
“Employee of the Year” by the City 
of Laconia in 2011.  Laconia Zon-
ing Board Chair Warren Hutchins 
told the Laconia Daily Sun that 
Sunders “was an absolute enjoy-
ment to work with,” adding that 
he learned a lot from her.  She is 
sure to be missed by her col-
leagues in Laconia and leaves big 
shoes to fill. 

Shanna’s peers are excited to see 
her hard work and contributions 
to the field of planning pay off.  
Somersworth is fortunate to have 

acquired her. 

Former Amherst Community De-
velopment Director Colleen 
Mailloux, AICP recently accepted 
a position as Londonderry’s Town 
Planner.  Taking the helm for her 
new position in April,  

Mailloux previously worked as a 
planner for the Town of Bedford 
and before that she was in the 
private sector for a civil engineer-
ing firm.  As Amherst’s only plan-
ner on staff, Mailloux oversaw a 
host of professional responsibili-
ties, all while raising a young fam-
ily and maintaining a relentlessly 
positive disposition.  Mailloux is 
an alumna of the University of 

Maine where she earned both a 
Bachelor of Arts in Environmental 
Management and Policy and a 
Master of Arts in Resource Eco-
nomics and Community Develop-
ment.  Her education and experi-
ence have made Colleen well 
poised and prepared to transition 
smoothly into new duties in Lon-
donderry. 

“Londonderry is just a really in-
teresting and exciting communi-
ty…There’s definitely not going to 
be a dull moment,” Mailloux told 
the Eagle Tribune.   

We wish Colleen luck with her 
new position and look forward to 
her continued success. 
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MySidewalk 
By Sandrine Thibault 
NNECAPA Vice-President 

Many of you are probably familiar or have heard 
of MindMixer.  Well, the MindMixer web applica-
tion we used to know is no longer… it’s changed 
greatly and is now called MySidewalk by Mind-
Mixer. 

MySidewalk is an online platform provides oppor-
tunities for government and citizens to work to-
gether by connecting civic challenges to commu-
nity problem-solvers. It allows members of the 
community to contribute ideas on their own 
schedules and at their own pace, allowing for a 
broader audience to participate. 

The makers of MySidewalk have now developed a 
database of information useful to planners for 
every place around the country. You are no GIS 
expert, no problem, with MySidewalk you can 
easily create maps and analyze data for your own 
community or region.  They have also made it 
possible to integrate your own data, using shape-
files or CSV files. That allows you to prepare a 
more in depth analysis, using their data and your 
own. Once you’ve created maps and done the 
analysis you want, share that information with 
the community and get their feedback.  

Don’t want to do any analysis but just ask the 
community questions, you can do that too. My-
Sidewalk allows you to ask simply questions and 
interact with residents in a two-way conversation.  

Looks like some of us in the region are already 
doing it! 

MySidewalk is a great option for smaller commu-
nities around the NNECAPA region. It provides 
you with a wonderful tool for data analysis and 
map creation, AND can provide an online engage-
ment tool to interact with residents.  

The downside of MySidewalk is that there is a fee, 
or course nothing comes free anymore. And 
they’ve packaged the data tool with the engage-
ment tool so you can’t get one without the other. 
But if you have a bit of funding, it well worth the 
money.  

Check out the website today and listen to the in-
formative video: http://www2.mysidewalk.com 
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Tech Corner 

http://www2.mysidewalk.com�


Yuseung Kim, AICP 

Professional Development  Officer  

APA NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

I attended Phoenix APA National Conference with 
other 4,300 APA members and citizen interested in 
planning. Let me share what I’ve learned from the 
conference regarding AICP and CM management. 

To AICP members: There will be one more way to 
earn CM credits. You can earn CM credits 
for your Pro Bono work up to 8 credits with-
in your two-year reporting period. See below 
for more details.  

 
AICP CM reporting Grace period was extended 
through May 31. If you fail to meet the requirement 
(32 CM credits including 1.5 legal and 1.5 ethics) by 
the end of the grace period, your AICP membership 
will lapse as of January 1 and you will have to com-
plete a reinstatement process to regain the use of 
the AICP credential. To learn more about the rein-
statement process, please go to: www.planning.org/
aicp/reinstatement.htm. 
 
For those who are preparing AICP exam: There will 
be some changes in AICP exam next year. They are 
currently updating Code of Ethics, and they are try-
ing to reflect new trends in the field in the exam: 
technologies, food planning, climate changes, and so 
on. Subjects for the exam will be updated from May 
2017 exam.  
 
For those who are interested in knowing what was 
going on at the conference: a planning firm made a 
conference highlights webpage using social media 
feeds. www.econsultsolutions.com/apa-conference-
2016-highlights/. Also APA blog covers the confer-
ence events: www.planning.org/blog/ 

CM CREDITS FOR PRO BONO SERVICE 

Members may claim CM credits for pro bono plan-
ning service conducted from April 1, 2016 going for-
ward. To claim CM credits please complete using the 
online self-report form. Before claiming CM credits 
for service, please view the web-based pro bono ser-
vice tutorial. (https://www.planning.org/cm/logging
/selfreport/probono/) 

Details 

Pro bono planning service is an op-
tion within self-reported CM credits. AICP 
members may self-report a maximum of 
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eight CM credits in a two-year reporting peri-
od.  

Law and ethics credits are not included. 
Service conducted from April 1, 2016 going for-

ward will be eligible for CM credit.  
Planners may not receive direct compensation as 

part of their reported pro bono planning ser-
vice. Tangential benefits, such as lunch or 
free or reduced parking, are acceptable. 

Members will record their volunteer service and 
what they learned on a form similar to the 
one currently used for self-reporting CM 
credits. 

Members will be required to view a short, web-based 
tutorial prior to claiming pro bono CM credits. 
The tutorial will explain eligibility criteria and offer 
resources to members. 

One hour of pro bono planning service will equal 
one CM credit. 

Pro bono CM credits must be claimed in one-
hour increments. 

Examples of Eligible Pro Bono Planning Service 

 Planning-related support to groups that lack 
adequate planning resources, including service 
that expands choices and opportunities for eve-
ryone. 

 Planning to meet the needs of the disadvantaged 
and to promote racial and economic integration. 

 Mentoring the development of students, interns, 
beginning professionals, colleagues, and mem-
bers of underrepresented groups to help them 
advance in the planning profession. 

 Serving on the boards of governmental or non-
profit organizations that advance planning 
(e.g. planning, historic preservation, or commu-
nity development commissions). 

 Serving on APA/AICP boards, committees and 
divisions at the national, chapter and section 
level, including service to advance members’ pro-
fessional development. This supports planners 
carrying out the Code of Ethics. 

 Serving on an APA advisory committee or task 
force, or service to other APA initiatives that rely 
on member volunteers (i.e. as an AICP exam 
peer reviewer). 

 Educating the public and other activities that 
increase understanding of planning. 

 Serving as an unpaid expert witness. 

 
TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

Let me announce my course about Town Design and 
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SketchUp, scheduled on June 8-10. This course is 
open to practitioners in the field. I plan to teach theory 
and principles of town design and a 3D modeling pro-
gram, SketchUp in this three day, 12-hour workshop 
course. No previous experience with town design or 
modeling program is necessary. You can find course 
information here: 
pce.usm.maine.edu/modules/shop/index.html?acti
on=section&OfferingID=431&SectionID=710. Course 
taker will earn 12 CM credits. Let me know if you have 
any questions about the class. 

I attended AICP Exam Prep Workshop at the confer-
ence organized by three private planners who have 
been providing in-person exam prep workshops 
around the country. I found their material covers wide 
range of topics for the exam, and will be very useful 
for preparing the exam.  Feel free to print or download 
a copy of the AICP Exam Prep Booklet 
(www.dropbox.com/s/yjle8fybzrq9tz8/AICP%20Exam
%20Prep%20Booklet-HQ.pdf?dl=0) and the presenta-
tion for the workshop 
(www.dropbox.com/s/9qg66ab0z51pr9l/AICP%20Exa
m%20Prep%20Workshop%20W309.pdf?dl=0) 

 

AICP EXAM INFORMATION 

Are you interested in taking the exam, but don’t know 
where to start? First, there is information on the 
Chapter’s website, located under the Professional De-
velopment tab. You can also look up the basics about 
the exam in the APA’s “Exam Candidate Bulletin” at 
www.planning.org/certification/bulletin/.  

Contact me at yuseung.kim@maine.edu for additional 
guidance on the exam.  

The application period for the May 2016 exam is now 
closed. The application window for the November ex-
am opens June 1, 2016 until June 30, 2016.  More 
info is here: www.planning.org/certification/.  

We still have one available Reduced AICP Exam Fee 
Scholarships for 2016. Scholarship recipients pay re-
duced fees to AICP as follows: 

First time AICP applicants: $145 (combined $70 
application and $75 exam fee) 

Previously approved AICP applicants: $75 (exam 
fee only)  

If you want to apply to the scholarship for the Novem-
ber 2016 exam, send me a written explanation (up to 
250 words) of financial hardship (including financial 
hardship caused by a budget cutback in a firm or 
agency) by May 31, 2016. Selection criteria are:  

Members of minorities should be given preference. 

The applicant(s) selected will be otherwise unlikely 
to take the exam without the reduced fee.                         

The applicant’s employer will not subsidize the 
exam fee. 

The selection of the scholarship recipient rests solely 
with the Chapter Professional Development Officer 
and shall be final. All submittals will be held in strict 
confidence, as will be the award.  

Please note that the awarding of a scholarship does 
not guarantee that a recipient will be approved to sit 
for the AICP Exam. The scholarship recipient’s exam 
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The dust is just now beginning to settle on Ver-
mont’s 2016 session, which ended soon after mid-
night on Saturday, May 7th.   House Speaker Shap 
Smith worked his “inside straight” on tax and 
spending bills well into the evening, pushing for an 
early adjournment. Last minute floor amendments, 
conference committee conundrums, and inevitable 
side deals left few standing, and many confused. 
The final versions of several bills as passed have 
yet to be posted, while the Legislative Council doc-
uments exactly what transpired during those final 
hours.  In the haste to adjourn, a few pieces of leg-
islation either got hitched to other bills set for the 
finish line, or inadvertently got left behind – in-
cluding $300,000 earmarked for local and regional 
energy planning.  As of this writing, they’re still 
sorting some of it out. 

The Vermont planning community ended the ses-
sion with much to celebrate – including two bills 
we worked really hard to get passed – and thought 
for sure were goners – until the final hours of the 
session.  These include S.230–a controversial ener-
gy siting bill that VPA helped develop, which is in-
tended to better integrate energy and land use 
planning and, unless vetoed by the governor (per a 
last minute threat) gives: 

 regional planning commissions and municipal-
ities that invest in more rigorous, coordinated 
energy planning – with the intent of meeting 
state renewable energy goals – more say 
(“substantial deference”) in the siting of energy 
facilities; 

 a process by which regional and municipal 
plans may be certified for compliance with 
state energy goals and review standards (to be 
developed);   

 regional planning commissions (along with 
host and adjoining municipalities) statutory 
party status in PSB proceedings; and  

 incentives for solar facilities that are sited in 
“preferred locations” (e.g., rooftops, landfills, 
brownfields, gravel pits and parking lots) under 
a pilot project. 

It also requires the PSB to adopt, by rule, noise 
standards for commercial wind facilities. As noted, 
planning funds intended to support these efforts 

were inadvertently omitted from the bill as passed 
–but reportedly will be included in 2017 budgets.  
S.230 unfortunately does not give municipalities 
jurisdiction to regulate even the smallest solar and 
wind installations, as VPA requested.  It also does 
not require the development of best siting practic-
es for wind and solar, nor does it include task 
force recommendations to make the PSB hearing 
process more accessible and transparent, and less 
expensive for all parties, communities and the gen-
eral public.   It instead calls for more study. 

VPA’s “plan implementation” bill (H.367), which 
easily passed the House in 2015, hit a major road-
block in the Senate this year.  Some last minute 
finagling and heavy lifting by several VPAers re-
sulted in a compromise bill that, in the very end, 
carried the day in both chambers.  As passed, 
H.367 will extend our municipal planning cycle 
from 5- to 8-years (corresponding with that of re-
gional plans), to give communities more time to 
implement, amend, review and update their plans 
before they expire.   

Some of the other bills that VPA tracked or 
weighed in on that passed (and are awaiting signa-
ture): 

H. 249 Gives Regional Planning Commissions the 
ability to coordinate intermunicipal service 
agreements, under amended RPC bylaws 
(in lieu of the ability to establish Councils 
of Government, which didn’t go over so 
well…). 

H.857 Amends our planning statutes to exempt 
“forestry operations” as defined from mu-
nicipal regulation; and to include planning 
goals that address forest integrity and 
land use policies intended to minimize for-
est fragmentation.  It also creates a sum-
mer study committee, with a regional 
planning commission appointment, to rec-
ommend regulatory changes to planning 
and Act 250 statutes to better address for-
est integrity.   

H.868 Gives RPCs an appointment on the Ver-
mont Economic Progress Council, with 
oversight over state incentive programs 
and municipal TIF Districts.   

Vermont 
Sharon Murray, AICP, VT Legislative Liaison 

 

State Legislative Updates 
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Vermont—Continued 

H.876 Creates a “Statewide Property Parcel Map-
ping Program” to establish and maintain 
GIS-based parcel data layer, and an adviso-
ry board, under the Agency of Transporta-
tion  

The end of this session marked the end of an era – 
the first time in more than fifty years that the gov-
ernor, house speaker and senate pro temp all de-
cided to step down in advance of upcoming elec-
tions, along with many other seasoned legislators 
who called it quits in 2016.   Big ideas clashed with 
small agendas, limited resources, and the absence 
of an engaged leadership – making for some comical 
state house moments (especially in the waning hours), 
but little in the way of lasting results.  Vermont has 
abandoned, at least for now, a single payer health care 
system, the legalization of marijuana (act straight…), 
and meaningful tax reform.  But the decks are now 

clear for a new generation of lawmakers.        

VPA also this year – prompted by a case currently be-
fore our Supreme Court – polled our members regard-
ing extending our legislative and policy work to the 
courts, through the filing of amicus briefs.  Given 
broad yet qualified support, the Executive Committee 
drafted and adopted a VPA amicus policy to guide fu-
ture participation in this process.  

Next on our legislative agenda: a 21st century over-
haul of required municipal and regional plan ele-
ments.  We’ll also be working with our partners over 
the summer on a proposal to allow for reasonable reg-
ulation of on farm “enterprises,” including value added 
production and agritourism, as well as legislation to 
further protect our forests through local and state reg-
ulations.   And we’ll be reviewing our legislative pro-
cess and protocols in anticipation of next year’s ses-
sion; while watching the drama unfold during this 
electoral season …   

 

State Legislative Updates (cont’d) 

New Hampshire 
Scott Osgood, P.E., NH Legislative Liaison 

The NHPA Legislative Committee was busy this ses-
sion, tracking a total of 53 bills.  We supported 19 
bills, of which 13 passed, 1 failing the house in 
close vote, and 3 were not moved to a vote.  NHPA 
Opposed 10 bills, all of which were killed, but one 
is attached as an amendment to another bill. Bills 
we opposed dealt with eliminating funding for land  
and heritage conservation funds, building code is-
sues, home based business regulation and the de-
velopment review process. 

We also watched a great variety of bills.  Important 
topics included; agritourism, State Building Code, 
DES funding for water and coastal planning, net 
metering the RGGI fund, energy corridors, the 
“Prius” highway usage fee, and seven on municipal 
record keeping. 

NHPA also took a proactive stance, seeking legisla-
tion to change the filing period for applications to a 
planning board.  This bill, HB 1202, passed.  NHPA 
also sought the creation of a study commission to 
review the planning functions of the Office of Ener-
gy and Planning.  Although this legislation easily 
passed the Senate, it ran into a roadblock in the 
House, here some members felt that it was up to 
the Governor to decide what to do with the office.  

The bill was killed in the House.   

A significant new law on accessory dwellings was 
enacted this session.  SB 146 will require munici-
pal zoning ordinances to allow, in all districts that 
permit single-family residences, one attached ADU 
by right, special exception, or conditional use per-
mit. If the ordinance is silent on the matter, at-
tached ADUs will be deemed allowed in any single-
family home. At its discretion, a municipality may 
allow detached ADUs. A local zoning ordinance’s 
dimensional standards for single-family homes will 
also apply to the combination of the primary dwell-
ing unit and the ADU – this means no added lot 
size, no increased setbacks or road frontage, and 
no greater standards for lot coverage or other space 
limitations.  

Under this law, which will become effective on June 
1, 2017, an accessory dwelling unit must (1) be an 
independent living unit (sleeping, cooking, eating, 
sanitation); (2) have an interior door between it and 
the principal dwelling unit; and (3) have adequate 
water supply and sewage disposal.  The Office of 
Energy and Planning has produced a technical bul-
letin, and New Hampshire Housing will release de-
tailed guidance later this summer.   
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Check the online calendar for additional updates: www.nnecapa.org/
calendar 

 

2016 Northern New England Planning Conference 

September 8 & 9, 2016 | Portsmouth, NH 
Check www.nhplanners.org for updates 

 

Can’t make it to Portsmouth?   
 Canadian Institute of Planners national conference will be in 

Quebec City July 5-8.  See: http://accent2016.ekomobi.com/en/
conference-basics 

 Southern New England Planning Conference, Worcester, 
Mass.,  October 20 and 21 

 

Planning Webcast Series 

April 22 – Transportation Planning Division – Applications in Transit 
Planning: From Transit Equity in Long Island, NY to Incentive Programs 
in Durango, CO – Speaker: Jon Sigall.  1.5 CM Credits pending. 

June 10 - Virginia Chapter - Airport Land Use and Noise Compatibility -  
Speakers: Mary Ashburn Pearson, AICP, Roy Lewis 
 
June 17 - Transportation Planning Division - Where We Want to Live - 
Speaker: Ryan Gravel 

June 24 - Upstate NY Chapter - The State of Sustainability Programs in 
the Northeast - Speakers: Dazzle Ekblad, Alicia Hunt, Joanna Nadeau, Jen-
nifer Czysz, Donna Drewes 

NNECAPA  
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

President 
Sarah Marchant, AICP 
 
Vice-President 
Sandrine Thibault, AICP 
 
Secretary  
Rita Seto, AICP 
 
Treasurer 
Jim Donovan, FASLA, AICP 
 
Professional Development Officer 
Yuseung Kim, Ph.D., AICP 
 
Assistant PDOs 
Anna Breinich, FAICP, ME  
Lee Krohn, AICP 
 
ME State Director 
Carol Eyerman, AICP 
 
NH State Director 
Elizabeth Wood, AICP 
 
VT State Director 
Brandy Saxton, AICP 
 
ME Legislative Liaison 
Jamie Francomano 
 
NH Legislative Liaison 
Scott Osgood, P.E.  
 
VT Legislative Liaison 
Sharon Murray, AICP 
 
Public Information Officer  
Benjamin Frost, Esq., AICP 
 
Faculty Liaison 
Mary Adamo Robertson, Ph.D. 
 
Student Liaison 
Rachael Mack 
 
Chapter Historian 
David E. White, AICP  
 
Immediate Past President  
Carl Eppich, AICP 

WHAT’S UP? 

 Are you doing something exciting and cool that’s 
remotely related to planning? 

 Do you want to share the glory of your insights 
with the world?   

 Tell us about it and submit an article for publica-
tion in the Yankee Planner! 

Contact NNECAPA Public Information Officer Ben 
Frost (nnecapa.pio@gmail.com) for information and 
publication deadlines. 

 Events Calendar 
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