
Brian Shupe will be inducted as a Fellow of the 

American Institute of Certified Planners (FAICP) 
this spring in recognition of his 30 years (and 

counting) of remarkable work that will continue to 

serve as a model for small town and rural plan-

ners in northern New England and around the 

country. He joins the Chapters other Fellows, Mi-
chael Munson (VT), Anna Breinich (ME), and Alex 

Jaegerman (ME). 

Brian has been working in Vermont since the late 

1980s, first as the planner for the Mad River Val-

ley Planning District and then in the Town of 

Stowe – ski resort communities where he tackled 
complex issues and arrived at unique solutions. 

He successfully established one of the country’s 

smallest Transfer of Development Rights programs that conserved rural land 

in Stowe by transferring density to the village center.  

After leaving Stowe, Brian co-founded a consulting firm, Burnt Rock Inc., 
with Sharon Murray that worked with more than 50 Vermont municipalities 

on comprehensive plans and land use regulations and become known as Ver-
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Have you ever imagined your life as a musical?  This 

summer, go with your best planning friends to see 

If/Then the Broadway hit now on national tour.   

If/Then focuses on the life of an urban planner and 

the choices she makes to determine her future. The 

libretto of If/Then is by Brian Yorkey, a planning en-

thusiast and winner of the Pulitzer Prize and Tony 

Award.  Purchase tickets for the July 16 performance 

in Boston by going to www.nhplanners.org.   

This year’s conference will return to spectacular 

Portsmouth, New Hampshire on September 8 & 9!  

Our theme is Planning and the Arts so get ready for 

some live-action planning drama and serious discus-
sion on the importance of art as a builder of commu-

nities.  Of course, you should also plan to have some 

fun and do some networking.   

Our featured speaker will be Brian Yorkey—yes, the 

same guy whose If/Then work you enjoyed in your 

trip to the Boston Opera House. 

 

2016—The Year of Planning Drama and Community Arts 

Continued on page 14 

 

Brian Shupe to Be Inducted into  

AICP College of Fellows 

http://www.nhplanners.org


Sarah Marchant, AICP, Chapter President 

As I write this article it's a 

beautiful 50 degrees in Feb-

ruary and all of the snow 

pack has already melted 

from our yard, except those 

few sun deprived locations 

that always linger. At this 

same time last year we had 

just amassed over 88” of 

snow and were struggling with where to store it 

all.  As this winter fades into spring, the conver-

sation is already turning to water; will we have a 

wet enough spring to make up for the lack of 

snow or will we continue to have the spectra of a 

drought hanging over us from last fall? The differ-

ence between these two winters is extremely sig-

nificant in terms of water, our local tourism econ-

omy, and how we as planners try to balance the 

built environment in a consistently, inconsistent 

climate. 

APA has released two new draft policy guides, one 

on water (dealing with both too little and abun-

dance) and freight. The draft policies are available 

online at: www.planning.org/policy/guides/. 

These draft policy guides will be discussed and 

hopefully adopted in April at the National Confer-

ence in Phoenix. This is your chance to make 

your voice heard on both of these important top-

ics. If you have comments, edits, or concerns 

please submit them directly to APA staff at govtaf-

fairs@planning.org on or before Tuesday, March 

15, 2016.  

If you are heading to the National Conference in 

Phoenix, please save the date for Sunday, April 

3rd from 4-6pm for a New England Reception, in 

partnership with the Massachusetts, Connecticut 

and Rhode Island Chapters. More details to come. 

Closer to home, check out the rest of the newslet-

ter for a great article on how your NNECAPA Ex-

ecutive Board has been hard at work updating 

and revamping its Strategic Plan. With almost 

half of the Executive Committee new to the Board 

this has been an amazing opportunity to evaluate 

where we have been, what we do well (and need to 

improve upon) and where we hope to go.  A draft 

will be out for your reflection soon.  

I hope this early spring finds you motivated (and 

not too muddy!) in the amazing work you do every 

day. I was truly inspired by the ideas, honest 

evaluation and commitments made by the Execu-

tive Committee in the Strategic Planning process 

and I hope you will feel the strong desire of the 

Committee to support you, in the work you do 

everyday, as we move forward with  implementing 

the Strategic Plan.  

 

 

President’s Message 

PHOENIX 

2016 National Planning Conference 
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A bright light in the 

world of community 
planning went out on 

January 7, 2016 with 
the death of Roger 
Hawk.  For the past two 

years he waged a 
brave and coura-
geous battle with 

brain cancer.  Even 
during this time 

Roger was very ac-
tive with the state’s 
Site Evaluation 

Committee of the 
NH Public Utilities 

Commission and 
PlanNH conducting 
his last charrette in 

Enfield little more 

than a year ago.   

He started his plan-

ning career in 
Portsmouth in the 

mid-1970s just as 
the City began its 
historic revitaliza-

tion journey.  In the 
late 1970s, he 
moved to Nashua 

and worked as a city 
planner and served two 

stints as the City’s Di-
rector of Planning and 
Development.  In be-

tween, he worked for the 
City of Peabody, MA, the 

Manchester Housing Au-
thority and as a private 
consultant.  After com-

pletion of his second 
tour in Nashua, he be-

gan work as the City of 

Concord’s Director of 
Planning and Develop-

ment.  Roger always dis-
played a strong passion 
for community planning, 

his principles and sound 
planning practices.  And 

he was always profes-
sional.  Even in the face 
of public criticism, he 

remained calm and re-

spectful.   

In later years turning 
again to private consult-
ing, he teamed with oth-

ers of us in the planning 
profession especially on 

master planning, work-

force housing and Com-
munity Planning Grant 

projects.  He was an ide-
al partner, always work-
ing cooperatively and 

tirelessly to ensure 
that we ended up 

with a good product. 

Roger was an instru-
mental leader of 

PlanNH for many 
years and was presi-
dent for several 

terms.  He was also 
an active board 

member at various 
times with the NH 
Planners Association 

and NECAPA.  A 
month before his 
death, Roger had the 

good fortune to drive 
along the new 

Nashua Parkway 
with a good friend 
relishing in the suc-

cess of a project in 
which he was in-
volved in back in the 

early 1980s.  A nice cap-
stone to a life devoted to 

planning. 

Roger leaves his wife of 
36 years Zib Corell and 

two sons Ed and Dave.   

 

Jack Mettee, AICP  
Gerald Coogan, AICP  
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Sandrine Thibault, AICP 

NNECAPA Vice-President 

At the end of January, your NNE-

CAPA Executive Committee, in-

cluding several new members af-
ter this fall’s election cycle, spent 

2 days in Portsmouth, NH revisit-

ing and updating the organiza-

tion’s strategic plan. This retreat 

is an intensive workshop that 

committee members take 
part of every 2 to 3 years, 

evaluating how well we 

have been doing with re-

gards to the strategic 

plan, what needs to be 
improved upon and what 

we should be doing that 

we are not.  For a second 

or third time now, Bob 

Mitchell, AICP fellow and 

long-time planner in New 
England facilitated the 

event for us with great 

insights and efficient 

time management. We 

made it through!   

Highlights of changes 

Once again, the depth of 

discussion and the 

amount of changes 

brought forward to the 

strategic plan show how worth it 
this biennial event is. Without 

getting into too much detail, I 

would like to discuss briefly some 

of the highlights.  Generally, we 

have re-organized the strategic 
plan, adding a level of priority 

(Low, Medium, High) for each of 

the listed activities as well as 

timeline for completion.  Below, 

you’ll find some of the more de-

tailed proposed changes under 
each of the five main categories. 

Member Communication 

We have been doing pretty well 

under Member Communication 

but the committee is still looking 

to improve the website for better 
usability, adding a search engine 

so we can all find what we need 

faster, creating links to our social 

media outlets. You’ll be able to 

join us on LinkedIn very soon. 

Have you seen our Facebook 
page? Feel free to use it to ask 

questions and/or share news on 

projects in your region or commu-

nity.  In the coming months you’ll 

be getting a few emails from us, 

clarifying the roles of our two 
listserves/members email lists 

and asking you to either sign up 

or unsubscribe; making sure that 

you are plugged into our social 

media outlets if you wish to be, 

and much more. Check our inbox.  

Chapter awards, given each year 

at the annual conference, are 

such a great way to highlight the 

fantastic work of planners in our 

region and celebrate accomplish-

ments of our colleagues.  We will 

look to simplify the nomination 

and submission process to in-
crease participation as well as 

clarifying timelines to better mesh 

with local state associations and 

the national APA Award process. 

Stay tuned for more information 

that as well.  

Professional Development 

Our new Professional 

Development Office, 

Yuseung Kim, is excited 

and ready to hit the 
ground running and con-

tinuing the great job that 

Ben Frost has done for 

so long. With the help 

from Lee Krohn (VT) and 

Anna Breinich (Maine), 
they will continue regis-

tering events to qualify 

for CM credits, providing 

AICP Exam training and 

updating you all on up-
coming professional de-

velopment opportunities. 

The NNECAPA Annual 

Conference continues to be 

a highlight of our work as 

an organization bringing 
together planners from the 

region for a couple of days of in-

tense learning, networking and 

socializing.  Each year, the re-

spective state association takes 
on the role of organizing the con-

ference, working closely with 

members of the NNECAPA execu-

tive committee. In the latest ver-

sion of the strategic plan, we talk 

about developing a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) to be 

used between the state associa-

tions and NNECAPA in order to 

clarify respective roles and finan-

cial obligations when it comes to 
the conference. This will add effi-

ciency and improve continuity 

From left to right starting front: Carol Eyerman, Elizabeth 

Wood, Rita Seto, Sarah Marchant, Anna Breinich, Mary 

Adamo Friedman, Bob Mitchell. Back: Rachael Mack, 

Brandy Saxton, Sandrine Thibault, James Francomano, 

Jim Donovan, Ben Frost, Yuseung Kim.  
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from year to year.  

Advocacy 

NNECAPA will continue to serve 
as a resource for members as well 

as an exchange of information on 

planning best practices at the fed-

eral, state and local levels.  The 

new version of the strategic plan 

clarifies NNECAPA’s role as a con-
duit for information flowing from 

the federal level to each state as-

sociations.  It also highlights the 

role NNECAPA can play in work-

ing for Congressional delegations 
to affect change in Washington.  

External Outreach 

With our first priority being to 

serve our members and communi-

cate with you effectively, the ex-

ternal outreach section of the 
strategic plan has changes dra-

matically with this update. A cou-

ple of activities were simply 

moved over to other sections (i.e.: 

Expand Membership & Planning 
Student Support) while we added 

an activity to celebrate planning. 

That’s right! We all strongly be-

lieve that there is a need to create 

a robust outreach program to cel-

ebrate planning both within our 
profession but also with the gen-

eral public. So, we’ll be looking to 

work with local planners in 

scheduling active pop-up events, 

tagging along with the national 

APA Great Places in America pro-
gram and working to prepare vid-

eos to promote good planning in 

the region. If you have any bril-

liant ideas on this, please share it 

with any committee members at 

any time.  

Chapter Administration 

I think one of the biggest and 

most important change we have 

discussed during this year’s re-

treat is that we, the committee 
members, need to do a better job 

at using the strategic plan during 

our budget planning efforts every 

year. This strategic plan needs 

not to sit on a shelf; we need to 

use it and refer to it regularly, 
which frankly we haven’t always 

done in the past. We’ll do better 

now! 

We also agreed to re-energize our 

committees, so look for some 
great opportunities to get engaged 

and involved yourselves. We’ll be 

calling on you, the members, to 

participate more closely on some 

of the chapter’s activities.  

And finally, our bylaws need an 
update, which will happen this 

year, and we are ensuring that 

our financial reporting with the 

IRS is on point.  Thanks to our 

Treasurer Jim Donovan, this is 

moving along nicely. 

Curious to read this newly updat-

ed Strategic Plan? No worries. The 

executive committee is putting the 

final touches on the final draft 

and we will be sharing with your 

all very soon so check your inbox 
for that as well. Please also re-

member to share any thoughts 

and/or comments with any of the 

committee members; we are here 

to serve you.  

Retreat (continued from preceding page) 

NNECAPA Executive 

Committee members 

prioritizing activities.  

Mansfield Alpenglow, Vermont 
Photo—Lee Krohn 
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New Hampshire 

Elizabeth Wood, AICP, New Hampshire State Director 

After several years away from the 

Granite State, NHPA welcome’s 

back, NH native Jonathan 
O’Rourke as Planning and Zoning 

Administrator for the Town of 

Goffstown, NH, coincidently to the 

same town where he grew up! 

In his new position O’Rourke is 

being tasked with wearing many 
hats to cover the gamut of duties 

that small town planners in New 

Hampshire are frequently faced 

with.   Uniquely, he foresees 

working to connect the Goffstown 
Rail Trail to the City of Manches-

ter and he says he is “glad to 

come on board at such an excit-

ing time.” 

Prior to returning to his 

hometown, O’Rourke has 
achieved an interesting mix of lo-

cal and foreign experience in 

Planning.  O’Rourke graduated 

from Plymouth State University 

with a B.S. in Planning and com-
pleted an internship with the City 

of Manchester, NH.  He was sub-

sequently later hired as the Park 

Planner with the Manchester 

Parks, Recreation and Cemetery 

Department.   

Next, his career took him overseas 

and he went on to work in Kuwait 

City, Kuwait as an Engineering 

Planner serving as a civilian con-

tractor with the US Air 
Force.  After completing the con-

tract he became the Base Master 

Planner for Bagram Air Field and 

later Airfield Master Planner 

working as a civilian contractor 

for the US Army and US Air 
Force.   

O’Rourke went to work for the US 

Army Corps of Engineers in Af-

ghanistan in 2010 as a Communi-

ty Planner and Project Engineer 

where he received a US Civilian 

Support of the Global War on Ter-
rorism Medal and a NATO Civilian 

Service Campaign Medal.  

O’Rourke spent some time in Do-

ha, Qatar as the Airfield Commu-

nity Planner for Al Udeid Airbase 

and most recently he worked for 

the Department of Homeland Se-
curity/US Coast Guard as the 

Senior Planner for the Civil Engi-

neering Unit in Miami, FL as a 

civilian contractor. 

Jonathan loves to travel with his 
wife Tammy.  They also enjoy 

spending time outdoors hiking 

and boating. After working and 

traveling for several years Jona-

than says he is “thankful to have 

the opportunity to come back 
home to Goffstown and spend 

more time with friends and fami-

ly.” 

 

 

Congratulations to Mark Connors 

who accepted a position as Trans-
portation and Land Use Planner 

with Northern Middlesex Council 

of Governments (NMCOG) in Low-

ell, MA, leaving his current posi-

tion as Regional Planner for the 

Nashua Regional Planning Com-
mission.  NHPA wishes Mark good 

luck and farewell as he embarks 

on this new endeavor.   

We also thank him for his time 

serving on the NHPA Executive 
Committee as Professional Devel-

opment Officer serving in many 

capacities.  NHPA most appreci-

ates his expertise in digital mar-

keting and graphics as well as his 

assistance with conferences and 
other events.  Although Mark is 

working in Massachusetts, he re-

cently purchased a home in Do-

ver, NH so we fortunately won’t be 

losing him entirely.   Happy 
housewarming Mark! 

Jonathan and Tammy on top of 

the world!  From the top floor of 

the Burj Khalifa in Dubai, the 

tallest building on Earth. 

Everyone should make plans 

to visit Mark at his new home 

in Dover.  Mark, what’s the 

address? 
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Vermont—Brandy Saxton, AICP, Vermont State Director 

 

State Grapevines, continued 

City of Burlington 

Meagan Tuttle, AICP joined the plan-

ning staff in the City of Burlington in 

October as their new Principal Plan-

ner for Comprehensive Planning af-

ter the departure of Sandrine Thi-
bault, AICP last spring. Meagan 

comes to one college town from an-

other – in this case State College, 

Pennsylvania where she had worked 

for the Borough Planning Depart-

ment doing neighborhood, downtown 

and small area plans. In just a cou-

ple of short months, Meagan has 

distinguished herself as a quick and 

fearless learner and has jumped 

right into several ongoing planning 

initiatives. She is a graduate of Ball 

State University in Muncie, Indiana 

with both a Bachelors and Masters 

in planning. Meagan is coming off a 
REALLY big year – she became AICP, 

took a new job, got married, and 

moved to Burlington! Meagan’s new 

husband (Eric Vorwald) is also a 

planner and landed himself a job in 

Vermont as well at the Central Ver-

mont Regional Planning Commis-

sion. Vermont is very fortunate to 

have both Meagan and Eric as some 

of the newest members to our plan-

ning clan. 

Mary O’Neil, AICP and Scott Gustin, 

AICP, CFM have been promoted to 

the newly created positions of Princi-
pal Planners for Development Review 

as a result of a recent reorganization 

of Burlington’s Department of Plan-

ning and Zoning. With the retire-

ment of long-time Assistant Direc-

tor/Zoning Administrator Ken Lerner 

last summer, the city looked to make 

more efficient and productive use of 

the skills and experience they al-

ready had in-house. Mary and Scott 

are joining forces and combining 

their skills to oversee and manage 
the department’s development review 

responsibilities. They will have 

broader responsibility for developing 

and implementing customer service, 

staff and volunteer training, and de-

velopment review process and devel-

opment regulation improvements. 

 Another new addition to Burling-

ton’s planning staff is Ryan Morri-

son, CFM. A resident of Waitsfield, 

Ryan started in January as the De-

partment’s new Associate Planner for 

Development Review. Prior to joining 

the Burlington team, Ryan was the 
Zoning Administrator in Waterbury, 

Vermont and prior to that a planner 

for the City of Ferndale, Washington. 

No stranger to the northeast, Ryan 

has a Bachelor’s degree in Geogra-

phy from SUNY Plattsburg, so being 

back on the shores of Lake Cham-

plain is a homecoming for him. With 

more than 11 years of planning ex-

perience, Ryan has already hit the 

ground running in Burlington’s fast-

paced development review 

process, and is helping to 

absorb some of the develop-
ment caseload from another 

record year of zoning permit 

applications in the Queen 

City. 

City of South Burlington 

The City of South Burlington 

is thrilled to announce the 

hiring of Lindsey Britt. Lind-

sey joins the Planning and 

Zoning Department having 

previously worked with the 

Affordable Housing Profes-

sionals of New Jersey and 

the Town of Amherst, Massa-
chusetts. A graduate of 

UMass Amherst with a Mas-

ter’s in Regional Planning, 

Lindsey will be the city’s De-

velopment Review Planner, a 

newly-added position. 

Juli Beth Hinds 

Juli Beth Hinds has joined Orion 

Planning & Design as a Partner.  

OP&D is now a firm of six planners 

(Carol Rhea, FAICP, Bob Barber, 
FAICP, Graham Billingsley, FAICP, 

Joanne Garnett, FAICP and Oliver 

Seabolt, ASLA) working throughout 

the US.  Juli Beth will, predictably, 

continue to focus on water resources 

but also support work on compre-

hensive planning, zoning and facili-

tation. 

Lee Krohn 

Lee Krohn, AICP will be running in a 

two-person relay in the Vermont City 

Marathon and Relay in Burlington 

on May 29 as part of the Vermont 

Make a Wish Foundation Project 
Marathon Team. He is currently so-

liciting support and donations 

through the crowdrising website 

(https://www.crowdrise.com/

vermontwishproject1/fundraiser/

leekrohn). He says that any help an-

yone might be willing to offer will be 

appreciated! Stay tuned to the next 

issue of the Yankee Planner for a 

report on team’s fundraising results 

and finish time. 

John E. Adams and Carolyn Wesley, enlivened 
downtown Montpelier with a small processional 
leading to a pop-up wedding on Leap Day.   You 
can help celebrate by raising a glass of antElope – 
one of John’s unique creations, brewed for the 
occasion while supplies last at Prohibition Pig in 
Waterbury.  John has a day job at the Vermont 
Department of Housing and Community Develop-
ment where he recently completed the 
new Vermont Planning Manual.  
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Maine 

Carol Eyerman, AICP, Maine State Director 

 

State Grapevines, continued 

General or Save the Date 

The Maine Association of Planners 

(MAP) Professional Development 
Committee would like to get vol-

unteers to help put together this 

spring's annual meeting and con-

ference!  We hope be setting a 

date and location over the next 

few weeks. 
If you are interested in participat-

ing in the planning, please con-

tact Misty Parker at 

misty.gorski@gmail.com, or 

Amanda Bunker at aman-
da.j.bunker@gmail.com. 

 

Musical Chairs 

Beth Della Valle, AICP started 

her new post in September, 2015 

in Sanford as the Planning Direc-
tor. She succeeded James Gul-

nac, who announced his retire-

ment earlier in the summer. 

Jamel Torres, MAP Board mem-

ber, accepted a new job with the 
Southern Maine Planning & De-

velopment Commission in Saco. 

He left Wiscasset at the end of 

December. 

The Town of Wiscasset has 

hired Benjamin Averill as Town 

Planner. READ MORE. 

After 6 ½ rewarding years, Sarah 

Cushman’s consulting contract as 

Southern Maine Planner for Safe 
Routes to School ended with the 

Bicycle Coalition of Maine and 

MaineDOT at the end of January. 

Sarah and her family have decid-

ed to take this opening in her 
work schedule to do a long-

dreamed-of bicycle trip across 

country (or as far as they get!) 

starting in April. If you’d like to 

receive occasional e-mail updates 

from their trip, please feel free 
to sign up for those here. 

Regina Leonard is in a new posi-

tion as Senior Landscape Archi-

tect at Milone & MacBroom.  

The Town of Bucksport has hired 
local resident Rich Rotella to fill 

the vacant position of Economic 

Development Director. READ 

MORE. 

 

North, South, East, and West - 

Fun Projects and Awards 

Waterville and Colby College 

teamed up and are planning to 

reinvigorate the downtown. READ 
MORE. 

Over the past two years, Maine 

Land Use Planning Commission 

("Commission") has been working 

with stakeholders to understand 
changing market demands for 

recreational lodging services and 

identify ways in which the regula-

tory structure can be improved to 

encourage well-sited recreation 

businesses. READ MORE 

York County and Southern 

Maine Regional Planning Com-

mission has completed a plan for 

an Integrated Trail System. 

Planners Rock the Vote! 

NH State Director Elizabeth Wood’s article 

about meeting with multiple presidential 

candidates to talk with them about plan-
ning and planners was prominently fea-

tured in the February 2016 edition of 

Planning magazine.   

In addition, Southern New Hampshire 

Planning Commission Executive Director 

David Preece wrote an APA blog entry, 

“Why I Voted in the New Hampshire Pri-
mary.”  Read that here: 

http://blogs.planning.org/policy/2016/02

/09/why-i-voted-in-the-new-hampshire-

primary/    
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Yuseung Kim, AICP 

Professional Development  Officer  

NEW AICP MEMBERS  

These Chapter members passed the AICP exam in 

November 2015 – Congratulations!  

 Andrew Burke, AICP 

 Caitlin Cameron, AICP 

 Maren Hill, AICP 

 Adrienne Smith-Reiman, AICP 

 James Vayo, AICP 

 Douwe Wieberdink, AICP 

AICP CM GRACE PERIOD (through  April 30) 

You will not lose your AICP membership if you fail 

to meet your CM requirement by December 31, 
2015.  

At the end of every two-year reporting period, 

members have an automatic 4-month grace peri-

od through April 30 to fulfill the CM requirement 

allowing members to continue to earn and log 
credits into their personal CM log, as well as the 

ability to claim credits for attendance at events 

they had forgot to log. 

The system will automatically grant members this 

grace period on January 1st without penalty.  

There is no need to request this grace period. 
Your next reporting period (i.e. January 1, 2016 – 

December 31, 2017) will begin on January 1, 

2016, regardless of whether or not you need to 

use the grace period to meet your CM require-

ment.  The more time you wait, the less time you 
will have to earn credits for your next reporting 

period. 

If you fail to meet the requirement (32 CM credits 

including 1.5 legal and 1.5 ethics) by the end of 

the grace period (April 30) your AICP membership 

will lapse as of January 1 and you will have to 
complete a reinstatement process to regain the 

use of the AICP credential. To learn more about 

the reinstatement process, please go to: http://

www.planning.org/aicp/reinstatement.htm  

AICP EXAM INFORMATION 

Are you interested in taking the exam, but don’t 

know where to start? First, there is information 

on the Chapter’s website, located under the Pro-

fessional Development tab. You can also look up 
the basics about the exam in the APA’s “Exam 

Candidate Bulletin” at www.planning.org/

certification/bulletin/.  

Contact me at yuseung.kim@maine.edu for addi-

tional guidance on the exam.  

The application period for the May 2016 exam is 

now closed. The application window for the No-

vember exam opens June 1, 2016.  More info is 

here: www.planning.org/certification/.  

We still have one available Reduced AICP Exam 

Fee Scholarships for 2016. Scholarship recipients 
pay reduced fees to AICP as follows: 

 First time AICP applicants: $145 (combined 

$70 application and $75 exam fee) 

 Previously approved AICP applicants: $75 

(exam fee only) 

If you want to apply to the scholarship for the No-

vember 2016 exam, send me a written explana-

tion (up to 250 words) of financial hardship 
(including financial hardship caused by a budget 

cutback in a firm or agency) by May 31, 2016. 

Selection criteria are:  

 Members of minorities should be given prefer-

ence. 

 The applicant selected will be otherwise un-

likely to take the exam without the reduced 
fee.                                                                                               

 The applicant’s employer will not subsidize 

the exam fee. 

The selection of the scholarship recipient rests 
solely with the Chapter Professional Development 

Officer and shall be final. All submittals will be 

held in strict confidence, as will be the award.  

Please note that the awarding of a scholarship 

does not guarantee that a recipient will be ap-

proved to sit for the AICP Exam. The scholarship 
recipient’s exam application will be evaluated like 

any other. 

To apply for an exam scholarship, email me at 

yuseung.kim@maine.edu.   
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 Chapter Event Sponsorship Policy for CM Credit 

Sandrine Thibault, NNECAPA Vice-President 

Hey everyone and welcome to this new feature of the 

NNECAPA newsletter, our Tech Corner!  The goal of this 

column is to provide you with information on the latest 
technology/web tools out there; tools that will hopefully 

make your life easier, help you engage your constitu-

ents and/or help with decision-making.  

STREETMIX 

We begin this new column with a super fun and easy to 

use tool.  Streetmix is a website where you can design 

your “perfect” street in only a few minutes. Design, re-

mix, and share your street. Add bike paths, widen side-

walks or traffic lanes, and learn how all of this can im-

pact your community. 

Streetmix initially came out of a Code for America event 

back in 2013.  Early in its infancy, it helped a small 

community protest against widening highways in Sioux 

Center, Iowa, visualized BRT planning in Albuquerque, 
N.M., shined a spotlight on bike safety in Seattle, and 

engaged the public on streetscape master planning in 

Auckland, New Zealand. 

What will you use it for in your community or region? 

No need to be an engineer. All you need to know is how 

much right-of-way you have and get started. Quickly 

and easily construct the “Complete Street” of your 

dreams or use this tool during a public meeting to test 

other people’s ideas.   

Here are a couple of examples we came up with, just for 

fun! TRY IT TODAY! http://streetmix.net/ 
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Please remember that the Chapter has a policy regarding sponsorship of Certification Maintenance appli-

cations for events hosted by other organizations. This requires contact with the Chapter PDO or another 

member of the Chapter Professional Development Committee as early as possible in the event planning 
process, as well as completion of a form acknowledging the policy and submission of all information neces-

sary for filing the CM applications.  

Chapter CM sponsorship may be made in situations where  

• The host organization is a non-profit or governmental organization based in the NNECAPA region, includ-

ing any of the three state planning associations affiliated with NNECAPA;  

• A NNECAPA member is significantly involved in the development of the event;  

• The event meets minimum standards for CM credit for delivery and administration, as established by the 

AICP and described in the provider handbook (https://conference.planning.org/static/_pdf/cm/activities/

cmproviderhandbook.pdf); and  

• NNECAPA CM sponsorship will be consistent with APA’s sponsorship guidelines. 
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New Hampshire 

Scott Osgood, NH Legislative Liaison 

The New Hampshire Planners Association is 

watching 53 Bills this session; 36 in the House 

and 17 in the Senate. At this stage in the process 

20 Bills in the house and three in the Senate have 

been deemed inappropriate to legislate. 

Thirteen in the House are deemed “Ought to Pass”, 

with nine in the Senate having passed and two 

“Ought to pass”.  Eight have been retained in the 

House, and three in the Senate.  

Thirty-seven bills await action. Of these still in 

play in the House, we support or watch 12, and 
Oppose 10. Of the 17 in the Senate we oppose one 

and support or watch the remainders. The one we 

oppose dealt with removing energy requirements in 

buildings.  

The House has two retained, four passed, nine 
ought to pass, one awaiting action. 

Of the four that passed, the NHPA supported two,  

 HB 377 to establish a commission to have a 

robust GIS office and   

 HB 285, relative to legal discussion under the 

Right to Know Law.  

And had a watch on three. They are:  

 HB2626 authorizing energy infrastructure de-

velopment and corridors and.  

 HB 1697 on the operation of transportation 

network companies (UBER), and the like. 

 HB 1292 relative to the use of abandoned ag 

property 

Of the 10 Ought to Pass, NHPA supports four, op-

poses two and is watching three and one we took 

no position on. 

These we supported are: 

 HB 1116 an increase to Net Metering 

 HB 1419  increasing the time to review plan-

ning submissions 

 HB 1203  a clarification on voting on variances 

 HB 1315 adding mixed use developments to 

developing business districts,  

The two we opposed are: 

 HB 1418 and HB 1419 both relative to Right to 

Know of non-public sessions. 

Those we are watching are: 

 HB 1141 Defining Agritourism, Both houses 

have bills on this issue, and a number of 

Towns have this item on their Town Warrants. 

 HB 1147 relative to Federal rights on land in 

the State. 

HB 1112 requiring assurance that cleanup of land 
to be sub divided is done. 

Of the House Bills deemed ITL, we opposed seven, 

were watching 10, supported two, and took no po-

sition on one.   

The two we supported were: 

HB 376, for more funding to DES for water and 
landfill projects and  

HB1119 allowing Town a higher surcharge on reg-

istration to use for Town infrastructure projects. 

Frost Barn, Dorset, Vermont 
Photo—Lee Krohn 
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Vermont 

Sharon Murray, AICP, VT Legislative Liaison 
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As I write, the Vermont legislature is currently on 

its annual town meeting week break.  For those of 

us working the polls and counting Super Tuesday 
votes, this could be an especially interesting one 

in VT, given that our left is clearly torn between 

Hillary and our own Bernie S.; while there’s a sur-

prising amount of support on the right for the 

Donald.  That said, as a small state polling among 

much larger ones, we don’t expect our deviancies 
from the national norm to draw much attention.   

   

Before adjourning last week, our Senate passed 

legislation to legalize both the sale of marijuana in 

Vermont, as supported by our Governor, in large 

part for the revenues it may bring (no growing 

your own), and fantasy sports as played by more 

than 100,000 online gamers in the state 
(including several planners among us).  The pot 

bill is expected to have a tougher go of it in the 

House, but may yet pass this year.       

 

As for VPA, we’re currently in the weeds on a 

number of bills that would change our enabling 

statutes – on the down side to further exempt 
farming and forestry operations, and associated 

“rural enterprises” from local review and regula-

tion; and on the up side to strengthen regional 

and municipal energy planning to have more local 

say in state permitting for renewables—

particularly  for the siting of distributed solar and 

wind energy facilities which are entirely exempt 

from municipal regulation.  The sale of renewable 

energy credits (RECs) out of state is also getting a 
lot of attention, in relation to meeting in-state re-

newable energy and greenhouse gas emission 

goals.  Proposed carbon tax legislation, as advo-

cated by the environmental community, is not ex-

pected to get much traction this year.   

 

VPA’s 10-year planning bill, as passed by the 

House, is still awaiting action in the Senate, antic-
ipated in March following “crossover” when all 

bills now in committee must be forwarded to the 

other chamber or die.  There are also bills in play 

to beef up planning to better address forest and 

habitat fragmentation, to mandate statewide in-

clusionary zoning, and to further limit local regu-
lation of temporary shelters and residential treat-

ment facilities.  We’re currently tracking around 

thirty bills, but this number should narrow signif-

icantly over the next couple of weeks.  We still 

have a lot to cover before session adjournment— 
hopefully during the first week of May, according 

our House Speaker, if all goes as planned. 

 

In other news…   In response to a recent appeal 

filed by the Two Rivers-Ottauquechee Regional 

Commission, of a trial court Act 250 decision to 

the VT Supreme Court, VPA surveyed its members 

and decided that yes, participation as friends of 
the court (by filing amicus curiae briefs) is a logical 

extension of our legislative work, and something 

that we should consider in cases that may broadly 

affect planning in Vermont.  In this particular 

case, involving a major development at an inter-

change area, the issue is how regional (and mu-
nicipal) plans are interpreted and used in state 

regulatory proceedings.  VPA is now developing 

policies and protocols to guide our participation 

as a friend of the court—if not in this case (given 

looming filing deadlines) then in future ones.  The 
Vermont Natural Resources Council, the Preserva-

tion Trust of Vermont, and several RPCs are ex-

pected to weigh in on the case at hand – hopefully 

with good results, yet to be determined.        

Friends on Mt. Philo, Vermont 
Photo—Lee Krohn 



Peg Elmer, AICP 

Just in case you missed it before, Lynne Seeley, 

who's worked with Mark Lapping on the Maine case 
studies, gained this article on Planetizen last year, 

which links to the Maine Association of Planners 

longer article.  

And, if you're new to the concept, New Ruralism 

has been a project initiative of the Northern New 
England Chapter of APA (NNECAPA) for a few years 

now. I first pitched the concept in Sept 2011, on a 

panel with a Harvard academic speaking to Land-

scape Urbanism and a representative from EPA 

speaking to smart growth. Much of the planning 

profession is urban focused, while there's a large 
block of our profession working in rural regions. We 

know in northern New England that we don't just 

exist out here to feed the cities. We know we've got 

a rural renaissance happening in this region, with 

creative connections being made between tradition-

al values, new approaches and new technology - 
and that we're not alone.  

When we asked NNECAPA members, at our annual 

conference in 2012, if and how they'd like to pro-

ceed to build on the concept (with instant keypad 

polling), they were enthusiastic! The top vote-getter, 
on next steps, was to collect successful case stud-

ies. We've had two CPC grants to augment NNE-

CAPA funding (gaining those was needed but 

slowed us down some) to get this work done.  

The case study descriptions for all three states have 

all been drafted and vetted via the fairly large edito-
rial group. The spring project is to polish those and 

then build and launch a webpage with the case 

studies by June of this year. 

Current news for the project: 

1. I requested graphic assistance via the Taproot 
Foundation (check it out - free help for nonprofits -

 www.taprootfoundation.org) to help us create a 

logo to brand New Ruralism -- a design that might 

be combined into a website banner, used on case 

study headers, and more.  Taproot's been amazing 

so far. An architectural designer in Colorado an-
swered our request for volunteer help, Maggie Flick-

inger. She'd done work via Taproot before and was 

excited to see a planning concept come through as 

a request. We should gain designs to run by the 

Editorial Board some time in the spring.  

2. I've reached out the Chad Nabity who chairs the 

APA Small Town and Rural Division. STaR gets one 

session, at the APA national conference, that they 

approve, rather than submitting a conference pro-

posal via the APA process. We've said we'd like to 

invite discussion from our cohorts across the coun-
try via a session in 2017. He believes STaR will be 

interested in New Ruralism being the choice for 

that year. It's perfect timing as the project should 

be launched on the website in June and we'll follow 

up on the session proposal to STaR this summer. 

3. Our graduate student, Brian Hamlin, who 
worked with me on the Vermont studies and who 

formerly worked at Two Rivers Ottuaquechee RPC 

in Vermont, gained a job he'd hoped for in NYC, 

which caused him to withdraw from this project.  It 

was great having him last year! 

In the meantime, we'll hope to gain a session at the 

NNECAPA Portsmouth conference next fall. That 

way you can all help us with feedback in person—

NNECAPA can be the dress rehearsal for APA next 

year.  

If you have questions or suggestions, please contact 
our project coordinator, Tara Bamford, who is the 

Planning Director at North Country Council in Lit-

tleton, New Hampshire.  

Email: tbamford@nccouncil.org or phone 603-444-

6303 ext. 26.   

Russ Island, Stonington, Maine 
Photo—Ben Frost 
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Over a year ago, a partnership formed in Nashua 

between public health and planning to advance 
street design that supports health by providing saf-

er and easier ways to get around for pedestrians 

and bicyclists. After applying for and receiving a 

grant from the American Planning Association, the 

Plan4Health Nashua coalition was formed to con-
duct a street study and develop a Complete Streets 

guidebook and policy recommendations. Over the 

next few months, the coalition will present the 

guidebook and provide Complete Streets training to 

members of the city staff, elected officials, resi-

dents, and members of the business, healthcare 

and nonprofit communities. 

Nashua is joined by many other New Hampshire 
cities and towns that are considering Complete 

Streets policies to create healthier communities 

that attract residents and businesses. Five New 

Hampshire municipalities have officially adopted 

Complete Streets policies or resolutions—
Portsmouth, Concord, Dover, Keene, Swanzey—

while others are in the process. Each community 

has chosen a different path toward implementing 

the policies, from city policy to city council resolu-

tion. 

Defined by Smart Growth America, Complete 
Streets are streets for everyone. They are designed 

and operated to enable safe access for all users, 

including pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and 

transit riders of all ages and abilities. Complete 

Streets make it easy to cross the street, walk to 
shops, and bicycle to work. They make it safe for 

people to walk to and from bus stations. There is no 

singular design prescription for Complete Streets; 

each one is unique and responds to its community 

context. A complete street in a rural area will look 

quite different from a complete street in a highly 

urban area, but both are designed to balance safety 

and convenience for everyone using the road.  

Portsmouth and Concord are two good urban exam-

ples of Complete Streets policies that have been in 

effect for multiple years. The Portsmouth City 

Council adopted a Complete Streets policy in 2013 

and the same year was ranked 7th in the country by 
Smart Growth America for its quality Complete 

Streets policy. Portsmouth recently revised its Capi-

tal Improvement Program selection criteria so that 

all transportation-related projects are evaluated to 

ensure compliance with the Complete Streets Poli-

cy. Concord adopted its Complete Streets policy in 
2009 called the Comprehensive Transportation Poli-

cy. The city has excelled at making incremental im-

provements since adopting their policy, and that 

work paid off when federal funding was secured in 

2012 for the revitalization of its Main Street, with 
Phase I completed in 2015. 

The small town of Swanzey is the latest community 

in New Hampshire to adopt a Complete Streets poli-

cy. Adopted in October, 2015, Sara Carbonneau, 

Swanzey’s Director of Planning & Community De-
velopment, hopes that Swanzey becomes a model 

and inspiration for other small towns. She has al-

ready heard great feedback from several other small 

communities saying, “If Swanzey can do it, we can 

do it!” 

There are many reasons communities are 

adopting Complete Streets policies. Complete 

Streets support the safety, health and well-being 

of community members. A recent Southwest Re-

 

A Move Toward Complete Streets in New Hampshire 

Nashua’s Complete Streets project supports adding 

more safe transportation options, especially for bicy-

clists and pedestrians.  

Swanzey Complete Streets demonstration.  

Photo: SWRPC/Samantha Gaudette. 
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gion Planning Commission Safe Routes to School 

study illustrates the impact of a Complete Streets 

approach to planning on health. The study 

showed that after improvements in sidewalk in-

frastructure, 26% of children at one Keene ele-

mentary school now walk to school compared to 

11% when their Safe Routes to School program 

began five years ago. Complete Streets also create 

economic opportunity through increased tourism 

and retail sales, as well as attracting skilled 

young workers who prefer to live and work where 

they can walk, bike and take transit. Having 

Complete Streets policies in place actually save 

municipalities money in the long-run by prevent-

ing costly delays and retrofits. 

New Hampshire is considering a statewide 

Complete Streets policy. Bike-Walk Alliance of 

NH, Transport NH, and Healthy Eating Active Liv-

ing NH lead a growing coalition of organizations 

who worked with the Senate to create SB 364 

which would establish a committee to study the 

feasibility of incorporating complete streets into 

the 10-year transportation improvement plan. 

The bill has passed in the Senate and is currently 

assigned to the House Public Works and High-

ways Committee with a hearing expected in 

March. 

Complete Streets (continued from preceding page) 

Brian Shupe (continued from page 1) 

mont’s most reputable planning 

consultancy. State agencies also 

sought the firm’s expertise to 
support major initiatives such 

as a major update of Vermont’s 

planning enabling law that was 

passed in 2004. Brian was also 

the lead author of the Vermont 
Interchange Planning and Devel-
opment Guidelines, a project 

that received international at-

tention and an ASHTO Smart 

Growth competition award. 

In the mid-2000s, Brian moved 

to the non-profit sector first 
with Smart Growth Vermont 

and then with the Vermont Nat-

ural Resources Council (VNRC), 

where he currently serves as 
executive director. As VNRC Di-

rector, Brian serves as a 

statewide spokesperson for sus-

tainable land use and vibrant 

communities. He has been at 

the forefront of pioneering new, 
comprehensive approaches to 

hazard mitigation, restoration of 

wetlands and floodplains, re-

form of agricultural and forestry 

practices, and stormwater man-
agement. Over the past decade, 

Brian has influenced not only 

state, but national climate 

change and resilience policies. 

Brian’s FAICP nomination pack-

age included letters of support 
from two Vermont governors 

and one U.S. Senator / presi-

dential candidate, which speaks 

to the respect and influence he 

has built over his career not on-

ly among his many colleagues in 
northern New England but 

among state and national lead-

ers. 

Brandy Saxton, AICP 

Wildcat Mountain, New Hampshire 
Photo—Ben Frost 
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Check the online calendar for additional updates: www.nnecapa.org/calendar 

Can’t make it to Portsmouth?   

 2016 Vermont Walk/Bike Summit , April 1 & 2—register now 

 Canadian Institute of Planners national conference will be in Quebec 

City July 5-8.  See: http://accent2016.ekomobi.com/en/conference-

basics 

 Southern New England Planning Conference, Worcester, Mass.,    

October 20 and 21 

Planning Webcast Series (they’re all free!) 

March 18 – Small Towns and Rural Planning Division – The New “Cottage” In-

dustry: Housing, Lodging, and the Sharing Economy – Speakers: Jessica Garrow, 

Phillip Supino, Brian Duffany.  1.5 CM credits approved 

April 1 – Pennsylvania Chapter – Assessing Affordable Housing Need: A Practi-

cal Toolkit – Speakers: Jenni Easton and Nick Fedorek. 1.5 CM credits approved 

April 15 – New Mexico Chapter – Utilizing public-private partnerships and 

funding to create local and region innovation – How Albuquerque’s BICI bike 

share became a reality – Speakers: Lola Baird and Valerie Hermanson. 1.5 CM cred-

its approved 

April 22 – Transportation Planning Division – Applications in Transit Planning: 

From Transit Equity in Long Island, NY to Incentive Programs in Durango, CO – 

Speaker: Jon Sigall.  1.5 CM Credits pending. 

You can see the current listing of all webcasts 

at www.ohioplanning.org/planningwebcast.  
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SHARE WHAT YOU’RE DOING! 

Are you working on an innovative project in your community?  
 

Have you just finalized the creation or update on a plan you are 

proud of?  
 

Please share you successes with your peers and submit an article 

for the publication in the Yankee Planner! 
 

Contact NNECAPA Public Information Officer Ben Frost 

(nnecapa.pio@gmail.com) for information and publication dead-

lines. 
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2016 Northern New England Planning Conference 

September 8 & 9, 2016 | Portsmouth, NH 

Check www.nhplanners.org for updates 
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