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During the Farmer’s Market Mixer at the con-
ference, NNECAPA announced its annual 
awards:  

 

Citizen Planner: Don Russell of Topsham, 
Maine 

Don dedicated nearly 50 years of public ser-
vice to Topsham, as a member of the Select 
Board, Planning Board, School District Board 
of Directors, Redevelopment Authority for the 
Topsham Navy Annex, Sagadahoc Budget Ad-
visory Committee, Board of Assessment Re-
view, and the Board of Appeals. His service 
on the Board of Appeals spanned 33 years, 
including 28 years as its chair.  

 

 

NNECAPA 2017 Awards 

 

What’s Popping Up in Planning?  NNECAPA 2017 

So, what’s popping up in planning?  This year’s NNECAPA Con-

ference turned Manchester, VT into a living laboratory to explore new and 

innovative planning issues—and seamlessly integrated opportunities for our 

colleagues to show off their inner thespian, to get outside and play, and a 

bonus social hour during a 2am fire drill at the Taconic.  

During the two-day conference, planners from our region joined the Man-

chester community in the Envisioning Manchester downtown charrette. Led 

by Juli Beth Hinds of Orion Planning and Design, and Janet Hurley, Plan-

ning Director for Manchester, planners participated in interactive sessions 

about Manchester’s character areas, transportation and parking needs, and 

branding.  

Continued on page 4 

Continued on page 3 

Don Russell of Topsham, Maine,  
NNECAPA Citizen Planner of the Year. 



Sarah Marchant, AICP 

It’s that time of year where 

we reflect on everything we 

are thankful for. NNE-

CAPA plays a unique role 

bridging professional plan-

ners across three states, 

providing a conduit for the 

exchange of information, 

and most important of all - 

friends you can turn to when you need to ex-

pand your planner’s tool box or bounce a prob-

lem off of. I am thankful to all of you who have 

done so much to further planning in the towns 

you serve and reside in, and who help to build 

strong sustainable communities that reflect the 

values of our unique northern New England cul-

ture.  

I’m also thankful to the many individuals who 

have stepped forward to help, read, joined in dis-

cussions or submitted comments regarding the 

reorganization NNECAPA and the three state as-

sociations.  This fall the white paper detailing 

our potential reorganization was sent to every 

member of the four organizations. After discus-

sions at the NNECAPA conference in beautiful 

Manchester, VT, each state hosted discussions 

at their annual meetings (NH and VT) or hosted 

a meeting solely for this purpose (ME). The state 

association meetings were incredibly thoughtful 

and productive. Those present, or who submitted 

comments via email, weighed the pros and cons 

of the reorganization options and discussed ben-

efits and concerns. All three state associations 

and NNECAPA tentatively support the idea of 

evolving each of the state associations into Sec-

tions of NNECAPA.   

Armed with the ideas and concerns from these 

meetings the next step is to draft bylaws to out-

line the process for establishing state sections, 

procedures, roles and framework.  NNECAPA 

Executive Committee voted to support bringing 

on Rick Minard as a private consultant to assist 

in this process. Rick has experience working in 

all three states and will facilitate and draft the 

bylaws as a neutral party. The timeline for this 

process is to have an initial bylaw draft by the 

end of February, a retreat of executive committee 

members from all four organizations in March 

and a final draft for distribution by the end of 

April. The goal is to have the document ready for 

initial votes by the state associations at their 

spring meetings and final adoption at the NNE-

CAPA meeting in the fall of 2018. There are so 

many aspects of this reorganization still to be 

determined, but I am excited about the progress 

in 2017 and very hopeful for a productive 2018. 

Thank you all for all you do and I wish you the 

happiest of holidays and a great start to the New 

Year!  

 

President’s Message 
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NNECAPA Executive Committee  

Farewells and Welcomes! 

After many dedicated years of service the NNE-
CAPA Executive Committee would like to thank 

Jim Donovan for his years of service on the Execu-

tive Committee, specifically as Treasurer the last 

six years.  We would also like to thank Yuseung 

Kim for serving as our Professional Development 

Officer, Elizabeth Wood for her years serving as 
NH State Director, James Francomano for service 

as ME Legislative Liaison, Sharon Murray for dec-

ades of service as the Vermont Legislative Liaison, 

and Anna Breinich as ME Professional Develop-

ment Officer. This amazing group of volunteers 
has put in a combined service of over thirty years 

to NNECAPA and their respective states. We would 

not be the professional development organizations 

we are today without them.  

 

Stepping up as of January 1, 2018 are Carl Ep-
pich as Professional Development Officer, Kerrie 

Diers as NH State Director and Meagan Tuttle as 

VT State Director. Over the past several months 

Jared Woolston took over as ME Legislative Liai-

son and Alex Weinhagen is the new VT Legislative 
Liaison.  



Page 3 

 
Professional Planner: Rick Sawyer, AICP, 
Bedford, New Hampshire 

NNECAPA's Professional Planner of the year, 
Rick Sawyer, AICP, is a stand out planner 
who has contributed 20 plus years to the field 
of planning in New Hampshire.  Rick is highly 
regarded by his peers and has a reputation 
for mentoring and helping others.  Between 
Rick's current and past positions he has of-
fered a clear and positive voice for municipal 
planning. He has advocated this through ac-
tions, more so than words. He is a calm force 
speaking about the need to logically and ho-
listically plan.  His work in planning has re-
ceived numerous awards and he continues to 
build on his contributions as the Town Man-
ager for Bedford, NH.  

Project of the Year: Concord Main Street, 
Concord, New Hampshire 

The Concord Downtown Complete Streets Im-
provement Project, which eventually came to 
be known simply as the Concord Main Street 
Project, is the culmination of years of plan-
ning and public involvement dating back to 
the late 1990’s. Funded by a TIGER Grant, 
the community’s guiding principle for the re-
design of main street was to “preserve and en-
hance the economic vitality of downtown Con-
cord by creating a Main Street that is a desti-
nation for residents and visitors alike.”  

Plan of the Year: Legacy Lewiston, Lewis-
ton, Maine 

Last January, the Lewiston City Council 
adopted “Legacy Lewiston,” Lewiston’s new 
Comprehensive Plan. This plan stood out in 
two important ways: how it engaged the pub-
lic; and how information was articulated in 
the final plan. Legacy Lewiston’s power lies it 
how it changed the way people in Lewiston 
relate to the planning of their community. The 
Plan was prepared by Town Planning and Ur-
ban Design Collaborative, LLC.  

Continued from page 1 

 

2017 NNECAPA Awards 

Heather Shank (L) of Concord, NH re-

ceives the award for Project of the Year 

from NH State Director Elizabeth Wood 

(C) and Conference Chair Brandy Sax-

ton (R). 

NH State Director Elizabeth Wood pre-

sents Rick Sawyer of Bedford, NH with 

the award for Professional Planner of 

the Year.  

Sandrine Thibault, (R) of Town Planning & 

Urban Design Collaborative, receives the 

award for Plan of the Year on behalf of 

Lewiston, ME.  Presenting are Conference 

Chair Brandy Saxton (L) and ME State Di-

rector Carol Eyerman (C). 

Back to cover page 
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http://www.lewistonmaine.gov/DocumentCenter/View/7101


Page 4 

Back to cover page 

 

The opening plenary garnered lots of laughs—and 

even some grumbles—as Juli Beth and the NNE-

CAPA Planners Troupe demonstrated ways we can 

maintain order in the face of chaos. Some of our 

Vermont planners demonstrated their outstanding 

acting talent in a skit based on the Consensus 

Building Institute’s 2009 report, Cognitive Barriers 

in the Land Use Planning Process. While we can all 

relate to the behaviors that were demonstrated, we 

surely came away with a few new ideas for how to 

engage with disgruntled residents, developers, and 

elected officials in a more productive way. And 

most of us managed not to be hit by the flying poo 

[emoji]! 

When we weren’t indoors learning about emerging 

technologies for planning, Reed v. Gilbert, and how 

our local foods systems enhance our local econo-

mies, we were outside having a blast amid the 

beautiful Taconic Mountains. We used lawn games 

and inexpensive materials to test run potential 

infrastructure solutions, took (drone) flying les-

sons, and even got down on the farm. 

A huge thanks to Brandy Saxton and all of the 

hard work of the 2017 NNECAPA Conference 

Committee for a fantastic conference in Man-

chester this year!                       Meagan Tuttle 

Continued from page 1 

 

What’s Popping Up? 

Envision Manchester Charrette 

Planners exhibit their best acting and get 

practice on the other side of the issues! 

Jarlath O’Neil Dunn giving flight lessons. 

Rebecca Sanborn Stone and David Hohen-

schau demonstrate pop-up placemaking. 
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Mount Mansfield silhouette 



Jared Woolston, AICP  

Maine Legislative Liaison 
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The U.S. Senate passed the Digital Coast Act 

in May 2017.  The bill requires the National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

(NOAA) to provide data, tools, and training 

for communities to address coastal issues.  

The bill is pending in the House as H.R. 

4062.   

Climate and coastal management issues are 

systemic matters with all sorts of technical 

challenges.  Moreover, these issues are polit-

ical catalysts for lots of people.  NOAA’s Digi-

tal Coast website is an excellent source of 

data and visual tools that help planners dis-

cuss environmental issues with the public 

and policy makers.  Digital Coast provides a 

ton of high level information about climate 

change, flooding, and coastal resilience at 

the layperson’s level of understanding.  NO-

AA’s Digital Coast website is located here: 

https://coast.noaa.gov/digitalcoast/      

An excellent supplement to the Digital Coast 

website is NOAA’s Habitat Blueprint website.  

The Habitat Blueprint offers several detailed 

reports of community projects that improve 

threatened habitats or create ‘living shore-

lines’ as an alternative to retaining walls or 

other hardened structures in areas with 

shoreline erosion.  NOAA’s Habitat Blueprint 

website is located here: 

https://www.habitatblueprint.noaa.gov/  

In Brunswick, our town partnered with The 

Nature Conservancy (TNC) through Maine’s 

Coastal Program to explore the possibilities 

of reducing flood risk with living shoreline 

pilot projects in New England.  The project is 

funded by NOAA’s 2017 Coastal Resilience 

Grant.  Partnering states include Maine, New 

Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 

Connecticut, and Vermont (through the 

Northeast Regional Ocean Council).  Living 

shoreline projects are implemented widely in 

the mid-Atlantic, the west coast and the Gulf 

of Mexico but aren’t as common in New Eng-

land.  This project seeks to demonstrate 

what living shoreline methods will work in 

New England, and perhaps, what won’t work 

as well.  You can read more about this grant 

funded project under NORTHEAST here:  

https://www.coast.noaa.gov/resilience-

grant/  

 

Digital Coast Act Moving Through Congress 

Camel’s Hump Sunrise, Lee Krohn 

https://coast.noaa.gov/digitalcoast/
https://www.habitatblueprint.noaa.gov/
https://www.coast.noaa.gov/resilience-grant/
https://www.coast.noaa.gov/resilience-grant/


Vermont 

Meagan Tuttle, AICP, Vermont State Director 
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New Planners & New Roles 

Kimberly Gilbert is the newest staff member at 

Two Rivers-Ottauquechee Regional Commission, 

having left her home state of Oklahoma for the 

adventure of beginning her planning career.  She 

earned a Bachelor’s degree in Anthropology at 

the University of Oklahoma, followed by a Mas-

ter’s Degree in Regional & City Plan-

ning.  Kimberly has worked on projects 

in Oklahoma, Brazil, and Uganda.  These experi-

ences taught her the importance of community-

led development.  As a Regional Planner, Kimber-

ly will work on town plans and bylaws, educa-

tional outreach, and housing issues. Welcome to 

Vermont, Kimberly! 

Clare Rock rejoined the Central Vermont Region-

al Planning Commission in Montpelier as a Sen-

ior Planner in September. Clare worked with 

CVRPC before serving as the Zoning Administra-

tor in Waterbury and the Town Planner in Rich-

mond.  

There were a lot of planner moves this year in 

Chittenden County.  The Planning & Economic 

Development office in Milton saw a lot of those 

changes. Town Planner Jeff Castle left in Au-

gust, and Victor Sinadinoski was hired to take 

over as Town Planner. In September, Planning 

Director Jacob Hemmerick also left, and we are 

still awaiting reports of his expedition on the 

Long Trail! Two short months later, Victor as-

sumed the role of Director. Originally from Ohio, 

Victor brings with him a range of experiences 

spanning from Michigan to New Hampshire, in-

cluding teaching, research, writing, law, and pro-

fessional planning. Since earning his J.D. and a 

masters in Environmental Law and Policy from 

the VT Law School, Victor worked for several non

-profits, the Southern New Hampshire Planning 

Commission, and the Planning Office in Middle-

bury. Milton also welcomed a new Planning As-

sistant, Sheila Mooney, in August. If you’re 

keeping track, you’re probably wondering what 

happened to that Town Planner? Rumor has it, 

there will be someone joining the team very 

soon…and you’ll just have to read the next Yan-

kee Planner to find out who it is! 

Darren Schibler joined the Town of Essex as the 

Planner this summer. Originally from Santa 

Clara, California, Darren earned a degree in Nat-

ural Resources from the University of Vermont in 

2014. After graduating, he joined the Essex Con-

servation Committee and served as chair for two 

years until he was hired to replace outgoing 

Town Planner Greg Duggan (now Assistant Town 

Manager). Just prior to signing on with the Town, 

Darren also completed a GIS internship with the 

Chittenden County Regional Planning Commis-

sion, and currently serves as alternate repre-

sentative to the organization’s Planning Advisory 

Committee. Darren lives in Essex Junction with 

his wife, four dogs, and cat, and spends his free 

time hiking/biking/skiing, folk dancing, and vol-

unteering for animal rescue organizations. 

Marla Keene, P.E., joined the South Burlington 

Planning & Zoning Department this summer. She 

serves as the principal planner for the Develop-

ment Review Board and other special projects for 

the City. She holds a Master’s of Science in Civil 

Engineering from Northeastern University. As a 

registered Professional Engineer, she brings 12 

years of civil engineering consulting experience in 

Massachusetts and Vermont for an array of pub-

lic and private sector clients. Her professional 

passions include finding the intersection of per-

mit compliance and project success, and all as-

 

State Grapevines 
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pects of stormwater management. 

The Burlington Planning & Zoning Office welcomed 

Layne Darfler as their new Planning Technician. 

Layne is from Hudson Falls, New York. Before com-

ing to Burlington she worked for Washington Coun-

ty, NY on recreational trail planning and community 

development projects while she finished her mas-

ter’s degree in Resilient and Sustainable Communi-

ties. Welcome to Vermont, Layne! 

To any other new Vermont planners, or new-to-your

-position planners, I might have missed: welcome, 

congratulations, and best of luck in your new gig! 

New AICP Planners 

Congratulations to three NNECAPA members from 

Vermont who earned their AICP this year: Sarah 

Hadd, David Hohenschau, and Claire Tebbs.  

Save the Date(s)! 

In partnership with Vermont Agency of Transporta-

tion, and along with a number of other participating 

organizations and sponsors, the Two Rivers-

Ottauquechee and Southern Windsor County Re-

gional Planning Commissions will host the 2018 

Vermont Walk/Bike Summit on May 4, 2018 at 

the Barrette Center for the Arts in White River Junc-

tion. This year’s summit will include interactive mo-

bile workshops, peer exchanges, a highly-acclaimed 

keynote, and a variety of dynamic presentations and 

topics including advocacy and education, public 

safety, economic development, and the built envi-

ronment. See more information about the summit 

and submit your proposals for a session by Febru-

ary 9 at https://vtwalkbikesummit.com.  Questions 

for the conference committee can be sent to Rita Se-

to at vtwalkbikesummit@gmail.com.  

Vermont will also be host to the 2018 National Out-

door Recreation Conference. The Society of Outdoor 

Recreation Professionals and Vermont State Parks 

will hold the conference at Main Street Landing in 

Burlington, April 23-26, 2018. This year's confer-

ence theme, "Building Resilient Communities, Envi-

ronments, and Economies" focuses on demonstrat-

ing the tangible ways that connecting people with 

the outdoors improves public health, reinvigorates 

local economies, and instills a life-long commitment 

to the environment. AICP Credits will be offered. 

Visit www.2018norc.org for conference details and 

registration.  

A Spotlight on Our Intrepid Photographer 

CCRPC Senior Planner Lee Krohn, AICP celebrated a 

"big birthday" this year by running the Mount De-

sert Island Marathon in Bar Harbor in mid October. 

While carrying a camera the entire distance, and 

photographing the event for the race organizers, Lee 

still managed to finish in grand form, and with a 

very respectable time.  

Taken by Lee while running the MDI 
Marathon! 

https://vtwalkbikesummit.com
mailto:vtwalkbikesummit@gmail.com
http://www.2018norc.org
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Carol Eyerman, AICP, Maine State Director 
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General or Save the Date 

Save the Date…Maine Association Planners General 

Membership Meeting, is scheduled for Friday, Jan-

uary 19, 2017. Agenda items are reorganization, 

50th Anniversary, 2018 Conference, MMA subdivi-

sion re-cap, legislative review. 

Musical Chairs and other fun! 

Jane LaFleur recently left 

her post with Lift 360 and 

is still a consultant and 

active as ever. 

 

 

 

 

Anna Breinich recently announced that she is offi-

cially retiring at the end of December! We hope you 

enjoy some much deserved leisure. 

Ben Averill will report to Bath’s Director of Plan-

ning and Development Andrew Deci. He began 

work in November. He comes from an economic de-

velopment job in Auburn, and previously served as 

town planner in Wiscasset. 

Jay Chace who has been working as the Scar-

borough’s assistant planner since 2007, was offi-

cially promoted to replace Dan Bacon, who worked 

as head of the planning and code enforcement de-

partment for a decade. 

Dan Bacon resigned from his post after 13 years 

with the Scarborough’s department to take a plan-

ning position in the private sector. 

  

 

Jamel Torres recently got 

married. Wish him and his 

new bride well. 

 

 

 

North, South, East, and West  

Hot Topics, Fun Projects and Awards 

Scarborough is conducting its version of updates to 

their Comprehensive Plan. They held a three day 

long charrette known by many as Planapalooza. The 

committee with the help of Town Planning and Ur-

ban Design Collaborative (TPUDC), is now in refin-

ing the plan stage and should be drafting the plan 

for viewing in April. If you are interesting in the de-

tails, you can find more information here https://

www.scarboroughengaged.org/. 

 

 

 

State Grapevines (continued) 

Mount Desert Isle, Lee Krohn 

https://www.scarboroughengaged.org/
https://www.scarboroughengaged.org/
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The Nashua Regional Planning Commission wel-

comed A. John (Jay) Minkarah as its new Execu-

tive Director in October.  

“The Commission is pleased 

to bring Jay Minkarah on 

board as Executive Director, 

not only because of his vi-

sion and passion for plan-

ning and the region,” said 

Susan Ruch, Chair of the 

Commission, “but because of his many years of 

demonstrated successes across the region, includ-

ing in Merrimack, Nashua, and Manchester, as well 

as at the NRPC.” Minkarah, who is well known and 

respected within the New Hampshire planning 

community, has a wide range of planning, econom-

ic development and management experience, which 

will serve the Commission and its community 

members well.   

Minkarah started his career as an NRPC Regional 

Planner and was with the organization for approxi-

mately 8 years.  Minkarah previously served as the 

Community Development Director for the Town of 

Merrimack, Economic Development Director for the 

City of Nashua’s Community Development Division, 

and the Economic Director for the City of Manches-

ter. Most recently, Minkarah has served as the 

President and CEO of DevelopSpringfield, the pri-

vate non‑profit development partner for the City of 

Springfield, MA.  Jay earned a Bachelor of Science 

in Urban Planning from the University of Cincin-

nati in Cincinnati, Ohio.  Jay subsequently earned 

a Juris Doctor from The University of New Hamp-

shire School of Law (formerly Franklin Pierce Law 

Center) in Concord, NH.   

Minkarah lives in Nashua and has three adult chil-

dren.  When not working, Jay likes to stay active.  

He enjoys working-out regularly and also swims, 

bikes and hikes.  In colder weather, Jay frequents 

art museums.  He also likes to cook and has a 

large vinyl collection (mainly classic rock, classic 

country, R & B, bluegrass, and folk) which he plays 

frequently. 

The City of Nashua has two new exciting an-

nouncements to share!  NNECAPA sends big con-

gratulations to Kate Poirier who recently accepted 

a position as Zoning Coor-

dinator with the City of 

Nashua, NH!  Poirier gradu-

ated from Plymouth State 

University this past May, 

with a degree in Environ-

mental Science and Policy. 

While in college she worked 

as a runner for the dining hall.  She also spent a 

summer interning at Hubbard Brook Experimental 

Forest studying trees, and interned as a Storm-

water inspector for the NHDES. 

Her hobbies include wild plant identification, gar-

dening, and reading. She listens to rock, bluegrass, 

and orchestra music. Kate enjoys kickboxing at the 

gym, and participates in the Monadnock regional 

choir. Poirier resided in Merrimack, NH with her 

parents, brother, and dog.  Kate says she is very 

excited to work in a job that pertains to her major, 

at such a good place to work, right out of college. 

Her duties as Zoning Coordinator include preparing 

paperwork for the Zoning Board, recording the 

minutes for Conservation Commission, and an-

swering zoning related questions for the public.  

 

 

State Grapevines (continued) 

New Hampshire 

Elizabeth Wood, AICP, New Hampshire State Director 
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Julie Chizmas recently joined 

the City of Nashua Communi-

ty Development Department 

as a Transportation/Long 

Range Planner after working for 

many years as a senior trans-

portation planner with a great 

team at the Nashua Regional 

Planning Commission. In her 

new role with the City, Julie 

will be leading project groups 

and research activities in the preparation of long-

range planning studies addressing a wide variety of 

social, economic, physical, and facility planning 

issues and will also be developing planning strate-

gies to assist in the management and improvement 

of a multimodal transport system in Greater 

Nashua. She lives in Merrimack with her husband, 

Steve, their two dogs, Lucy and Clover, and Cat 

Tabitha.  When not out hiking the fantastic trails in 

the Nashua Region with their dogs, the Chizmas’ 

enjoy spending time at their family camp in Maine.   

The Town of Merrimack’s Community Develop-

ment Department has also undergone a series of 

changes.  Robert Price was promoted to the Plan-

ning & Zoning Administrator Position.  Robert had 

served as the Assistant Planner for over two years 

following several years with the Town of Raymond.  

Following the departure of Jillian Harris (see be-

low), Kellie Shamel was 

hired as Assistant Planner.  

She comes to Merrimack 

after three years with the 

State of NH as planner with 

the Office of Strategic Initia-

tives (formerly the Office of 

Energy and Planning).   

Jillian Harris, AICP is now proudly serving the 

City of Portsmouth, New Hampshire in the Plan-

ning Department as Planner I. In this position she 

works closely with the 

Planning Director to di-

rect and coordinate re-

view of land use develop-

ment applications and to 

provide technical and ad-

ministrative support to 

the Planning Board. Long 

range planning issues and special projects include 

ongoing development and execution of the City’s 

Wayfinding system and complete streets initiatives.  

Previous to starting work for the City of Portsmouth 

in August 2017, Harris served as Planning and 

Zoning Administrator for the Town of Merrimack, 

New Hampshire from 2014-2017, Senior Planner at 

the Southern New Hampshire Planning Commis-

sion based in Manchester, NH from 2008-2014 and 

at the Central Connecticut Regional Planning Agen-

cy from 2007-2008. 

Jillian’s education includes a Masters of Urban and 

Regional Planning, received in 2007 from the Uni-

versity of Colorado, Denver. I also hold a Bachelor 

of Science in Natural Resources Management, re-

ceived in 2004 from California Polytechnic State 

University in San Luis Obispo, CA.  She served on 

the Executive Committee for NHPA from 2009-

2012.  Jillian and her husband live in Auburn with 

their 2 girls, ages 9 and 6 and they enjoy hiking 

together as a family. The girls are proud to have a 

few 4000-footers under their belt and Jillian’s old-

est is especially proud to have hiked Mt. Washing-

ton with her Dad this summer. 

 

State Grapevines (continued) 
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After twenty-four years with 

the Town of Hooksett, in-

cluding 11 years as Town 

Planner, Jo Ann Duffy took 

a position much closer to 

home.  The Goffstown resi-

dent has taken over the po-

sition of Planning and Eco-

nomic Development Director 

for the Town of Goffstown.  

In her spare time, she served 15 years as an elect-

ed member of the Goffstown Planning Board, and 

most recently, ten years as an elected member of 

the Goffstown Zoning Board of Adjustment.  Jo 

Ann also serves as a Commissioner on the South-

ern NH Planning Commission.  In her new position, 

she will be responsible for serving as advisor to the 

Planning Board, as well as the Economic Develop-

ment Committee.  She is tasked with working with 

the business community to assist with expanding 

the potential business growth that exists through-

out Goffstown.  Jo Ann is a New York City/ New 

Jersey native.  She relocated to New Hampshire in 

1984 to raise her family.  She has two grown 

daughters.  Jo Ann thoroughly enjoys spending 

time with her 8-year old granddaughter, Lily.  She 

is thrilled to be working in her hometown! 

Lucy St. John started a new position at the end of 

June as Senior Planner for the New Hampshire De-

partment of Transportation.  In that position she 

works with Regional Planning Commissions and is 

involved in various long-range project including the 

Ten-Year Plan, State Freight Study, Scenic Byways 

and other projects.  Prior to taking the position St. 

John worked as the Planning and Zoning Adminis-

trator for the Town of New London.  Lucy has a 

Masters in Geography and Planning from the Uni-

versity of Toledo, Toledo Ohio.  She has worked as 

a planner in Ohio, Michigan, and Pennsylvania.  

Lucy and her husband, John, just celebrated their 

31st wedding anniversary in November.  Their 

daughter Hillary got married in September.  She 

lives with her husband Cary and granddog Indy.  

Their son, Joel, lives in southern California.  Lucy 

enjoys gardening, hiking, being outdoors and the 

arts.  She loves to travel and has just five more 

states to visit.  One of her lifetime goals is to visit 

all of the continents.  So far she has been to South 

America, Europe, and of course North America!  

Elizabeth Wood, AICP, Planwell Resources, LLC 

celebrated nuptials with Stephen Drubin, of 

Groton MA in a civil ceremony on November 2nd in 

Windham, NH.  The newlywed couple, currently 

residing in Groton, MA is busy house hunting for a 

home in New Hampshire.  They just decorated their 

first Christmas tree and had to hide the poinsettia 

out of reach from their cat Magellan.  Stephen is an 

airplane mechanic at Fitchburg Airport and also 

serves in the Air National Guard as an airplane me-

chanic.  He looks forward to attending NNECAPA 

events with his new wife. 
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Professional Development Updates 

By Carl Eppich, AICP  

NNECAPA Professional Development Officer 
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NEW AICP MEMBERS  

These Chapter members passed the AICP exam   

May 2017 – Congratulations! 

David Hohenshau, AICP 

Damon Yakovleff, AICP 

November 2017 – Congratulations!  

Sarah Hadd, AICP 

Rebecca Hebert, AICP 

Claire Tebbs, AICP 

Jared Woolston, AICP 

 
TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

Along with over 40 other APA chapters and divi-

sions, NNECAPA is a sponsor of  the Planning 

Webcast Series, which annually provides free 

webcasts for members to earn CM credits (and for 

good planning fun).   

January 19—Enhancing Social Engagement to 

Achieve Sustainability In Transportation Planning 

January 26—Getting Credit for Open Space: Com-

munity Rating System (CRS) Open Space Preserva-

tion (Activity 420) Tools, Guidance and Success 

Stories 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

CHAPTER EVENT SPONSORSHIP  
POLICY FOR CM CREDIT  

The Chapter has a policy regarding sponsorship of 

Certification Maintenance applications for events 
hosted by other organizations. This requires contact 

with the Chapter PDO as early as possible in the 

event planning process, as well as completion of a 

form acknowledging the policy and submission of 

all information necessary for filing the CM applica-
tions.  

Chapter CM sponsorship may be made in situa-

tions where  

 The host organization is a non-profit or govern-

mental organization based in the NNECAPA re-

gion, including any of the three state planning 

associations affiliated with NNECAPA;  

 A NNECAPA member is significantly involved in 

the development of the event;  

 The event meets minimum standards for CM 

credit for delivery and administration, as estab-

lished by the AICP and described in the provider 

handbook (https://www.planning.org/static/

_pdf/cm/activities/cmproviderhandbook.pdf); 

and  

 NNECAPA CM sponsorship will be consistent 

with APA’s sponsorship guidelines. 

 

 

Registration is OPEN 

for the 2018 National 
Planning Conference 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1613252225405360898
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1613252225405360898
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1692932734643486467
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1692932734643486467
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1692932734643486467
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1692932734643486467
https://planning.org/conference/


What’s Happening?   

 National Planning Conference, New Orleans, April 21-24 

 2018 Local Solutions: Eastern Climate Preparedness 
Conference, Manchester, NH, April 30-May 2 

 2018 Vermont Walk/Bike Summit, White River Junction, 
May 4.   

 NNECAPA Conference, Northport, ME, October 25-26—
Stay tuned for details! 

NNECAPA 2018-19 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

President 

Sarah Marchant, AICP 

Vice-President 

Sandrine Thibault, AICP 

Secretary  

Rita Seto, AICP 

Treasurer 

Benjamin Frost, Esq., AICP 

Public Information Officer  

Brandy Saxton, AICP 

Professional Development Officer 

Carl Eppich, AICP 

Assistant PDO  

Lee Krohn, AICP, VT 

ME State Director 

Carol Eyerman, AICP 

NH State Director 

Kerrie Diers, AICP 

VT State Director 

Meagan Tuttle, AICP 

ME Legislative Liaison 

Jared Woolston, AICP 

NH Legislative Liaison 

Sarah Marchant, AICP 

VT Legislative Liaison 

Alex Weinhagen, AICP 

Faculty Liaison 

Mary Adamo Friedman, Ph.D. 

Chapter Historian 

David E. White, AICP  

 

Events Calendar 
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New Year’s Supermoon 
Lee Krohn 
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https://planning.org/conference/
http://www.communityresilience-center.org/conferences/local-solutions-conference-2018/
http://www.communityresilience-center.org/conferences/local-solutions-conference-2018/
https://vtwalkbikesummit.com

